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THE BALBOORA O’CONNORS

The Wearing of the Green

O Paddy dear, an’ did ye hear the news that’s goin’ round?
The shamrock is by law forbid to grow on Irish ground;
St. Patrick’s Day no more we'll keep, his colour can't be seen,
For there's a cruel law agin the wearin’ o’ the Green.

I met wid Napper Tandy and he took me by the hand,
And he said, "How's dear ould Ireland, and how does she stand?"”
She's the most distressful country that ever yet was seen,
For they're hangin’ men an’ women there for the wearin’ o the Green.

Then since the colour we must wear is England’s cruel red,
Sure Ireland’s sons will ne’er forget the blood that they have shed,
You may take a shamrock from your hat and cast it on the sod,
It will take root and flourish there though underfoot it’s trod.

When law can stop the blades of grass from growin” as they grow,
And when the leaves in summer-time their colour dare not show,
Then will I change the colour, too, I wear in my caubeen
But 'till that day, please God, 1'll stick to wearin’ o’ the Green.

But if at last our colour should be torn from Ireland’s heart,
Her sons with shame and sorrow from the dear old isle will part;
I"ve heard a whisper of a land that lies beyond the sea
Where rich and poor stand equal in the light of freedom's day.

O Erin, must we leave you driven by a tyrant’s hand?
Must we ask a mother’s blessing from a strange and distant land?
Where the cruel cross of England shall nevermore be seen,
And where, please God, we'll live and die still wearin’ o’ the Green.

Old Irish Ballad
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Introduction

The Balboora O’Connors

The Balboora O’Connors is a family history tracing the O’Connor family of Balboora, a farming
property near Collie in western New South Wales, Australia. The study was commissioned
by members of the O’Connor family who were raised at Balboora and wished to understand
their heritage beyond the knowledge passed down through family memory. They knew that
their ancestry was Irish, that their great-grandfather William O’Connor had selected land at
Collie in 1901, which became the Balboora homestead, and that, before settling there,
William, his wife Caroline, and their family had lived in the Echuca district of Victoria. Their
grandfather, Frederick O’Connor, one of William and Caroline’s sons, retained Balboora until
he died in 1964. Frederick married Eileen Chisholm, and both couples, William and Caroline

O’Connor and Frederick and Eileen O’Connor, are buried in Gilgandra Cemetery.

As the earliest confirmed ancestor, William O’Connor formed the starting point for the
historical research. His birth was registered in Melbourne, Victoria, in 1847 by his parents,
Patrick O’Connor and Margaret Kennedy, who later registered the births of five additional
children in the colony. William married Caroline Mary Royal at Kyneton, Victoria, in 1873,
and together they raised 12 children, including Frederick, whose birth was registered at
Mitiamo, near Echuca, in 1886. Frederick O’Connor later married Eileen Jean Chisholm at
Gilgandra in 1917, and they had ten children.

Family history research requires a detailed examination of primary sources, including birth,
death, and marriage registrations; census material; land and travel records; military service
tiles; and legal documents. These are supplemented by secondary sources such as newspaper
reports, family papers, photographs, and historical reference works. The Balboora O’Connors,
therefore, embrace both Australian and Irish perspectives. While Australian records are
comparatively extensive, Irish genealogical research presents particular challenges due to the
loss of many public records. The destruction of the Public Record Office of Ireland during the
Four Courts fire in Dublin in 1922 resulted in the loss of centuries of archival material,
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including court and parliamentary records, as well as the census returns of 1821, 1831, 1841
and 1851. Consequently, Irish family research often proceeds by working backward from
known information and filling gaps through substitute sources such as the Down Survey,
Tithe Applotment Books, Griffith’s Valuation, Catholic parish registers, ship manifests, and

estate papers.

IRELAND

LEGEND

= Dunganvile
= Ballingarry

The success of Irish genealogical research is greatly enhanced when precise biographical
details are known. Fortunately, Patrick O’Connor’s death notice recorded that he was born
on 17 March 1811 in the Parish of Newcastle, County Limerick, and that he arrived in
Melbourne aboard the Westminster, landing on 13 December 1839. His death certificate
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turther identified his parents as William O’Connor and Ellen Hogan, an unusually detailed

record that proved invaluable for this family history.

Patrick’s family likely lived on a modest twenty-acre holding at Dunganville, a townland
approximately seven kilometres northwest of Newcastle West. Alongside his parents and
siblings, Bridget, James, Mary, Johanna, Margaret, Elizabeth and Nora, Patrick belonged to
one of several O’Connor households in the district sharing common ancestry. Around 1837,
he married Margaret Kennedy, daughter of Michael Kennedy. In 1839, while living at
Ballingarry, just west of Dunganville, with their infant son Michael, Patrick and Margaret
made the difficult decision to emigrate to Australia and begin new lives abroad. The

accompanying map (previous page) illustrates these locations.

The Balboora O’Connors traces eight generations of the O’Connor family, beginning with their
presence in County Limerick in the mid-seventeenth century and concluding with the death
of Frederick O’Connor at Collie in 1964. The final chapter explores the long history of the
Balboora O’Connors, tracing them deep into medieval Ireland. Across these centuries, the
narrative exposes the enduring brutality of English conquest, dispossession, and imperial
rule, while simultaneously revealing a proud, resilient, and tenacious O’Connor clan who,

like so many of Gaelic Ireland, fought relentlessly for family, sovereignty, and survival.

This long struggle reached a critical turning point in 1838, when Patrick and Margaret
O’Connor made the courageous and heartrending decision to leave Ireland forever and seek
a future in Australia. Their story alone embodies a remarkable, quintessentially Irish and
Australian quest for success. Patrick and Margaret O’Connor, the patriarch and matriarch of
the Balboora O’Connors, arrived in Melbourne in late 1839, determined to seize the
opportunities of their new world, and, in doing so, became pioneers in the truest sense. Their
resilience, hard work, and resolve laid the foundations for future generations, who inherited

the same determination, adaptability, and refusal to yield in the face of adversity.

Chapter 1 — County Limerick 1584 — 1839 explores life in County Limerick, especially
in the early decades of the 1800s, with a particular focus on the O’Connors of the parish of

Newecastle, who have a direct ancestral link to the Balboora O’Connors.

10
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Chapter 2 — A New Horizon 1838 — 1839 explores the circumstances under which
Patrick and Margaret O’Connor, along with their infant son Michael, and Patrick’s 14-year-
old sister Nora, made the heartbreaking decision to emigrate to Australia, along with an

account of their voyage on the Westminster.

Chapter 3 — Pioneers 1840 — 1877 tracks the extraordinary Balboora O’Connors from their
early days on a Squatter’s run in the Macedon Ranges, through to their first farm in the
Parish of Carlsruhe, near the new township of Kyneton, then to more substantial leaseholds
in the nearby Parishes of Langley and Baynton. The chapter concludes with the auction of
their holdings in the Parish of Langley and the decision by Patrick and Margaret, along with
their adult children William, James, Margaret, and Catherine, to relocate to new leaseholds at

Terrick Terrick East, near Echuca in the Northern Plains of Victoria.

Chapter 4 — The Northern Plains and Riverina 1878 — 1901 begins with images of
William and Caroline O’Connor, and James O’Connor, at the time of their departure from
Langley, Kyneton. The chapter then takes a deep dive into the Balboora O’Connors’ nine years
in Terrick Terrick East, followed by six or so years at Echuca, then a short stay at Cobram and

ending with the six years they lived on a selection at Booroobanilly, just south of Jerilderie.

Chapter 5 — Ba/boora, Collie 1902-1924 recounts the Balboora O’Connors’ first two
decades in the district, from the arduous early years to their emergence as highly respected
tarmers and valued members of the Collie community. Yet their progress was overshadowed
by the profound loss of the Great War, which cast a sombre pall over the entire area. Like
many local families, the O’Connors sent sons to serve, and George’s death on the Western
Front marked a devastating blow. With William gone on the eve of the Great War and
George lost during hostilities, the family ultimately decided at Christmas 1923 to sell both
Balboora and Lisfarran.

Chapter 6 — Fred's Ba/boora 1925—-1955 explores these formative years, revealing a
story of enterprise, resilience and familial strength whose influence lives with their many

descendants today.

Chapter 7 — Carrigafoyle Castle 600—1584 takes a deep dive into the Middle Ages! The
Balboora O’Connors’ ancestral homeland lay in the Barony of Iraghticonnor (Oireacht Ui

Chonchuir) in County Kerry, roughly 25 kilometres northwest of Newcastle in County

11
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Limerick. For nearly a millennium, the O’Connor Kerry (O Conchubhair Chiarraf) ranked
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Chapter 1

County Limerick 1584 - 1838

They couldn’t call themselves O’Connor anymore...they had to be Connor or Connors, they had to keep
their heads down and the only place you would find them would be in boggy places...they left their
lands...they lost it all!* Local Folk Narrative

After six centuries of fierce battles, dispossession, and colonisation, firstly by the Anglo-
Normans and then by the English, the once mighty Gaelic clans of Ireland, including the
O’Connors’ of Carrigafoyle Castle, County Kerry, were a vanquished people and by the
beginning of the 1800s most eked out a humble existence as tenant farmers, cottiers, or
landless labourers, often under deplorable living conditions.? Many had ventured east into
the Barony of Connello, County Limerick. William O’Connor, or William Connors as he was
recorded in English registers, was one of these vanquished souls, and he is the earliest
identifiable male ancestor of the Balboora O’Connors.? Chapter 1 — County Limerick 1584 — 1838
explores life in County Limerick, especially in the early decades of the 1800s, with a
particular focus on the O’Connors of the Parish of Newcastle, in the Barony of Connello, who

have a direct ancestral link to the Balboora O’Connors.*

LIMERICK

i1

Distribution of
O’Connor men in
the ancient Barony
of Connello, County
Limerick (bounded
by the dashed line),
in 1584 (green-
shaded areas) and
1829 (red dots).
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The map drawn from the Desmond Survey (1584) and the County Limerick Tithe
Applotment Books (1829)
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O’Connors, and William O’Connor’s direct heritage lay within four generations of one of
them.
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William O’Connor (c1785 - c1840)

William O’Connor was born around 1785, and he spent his early years essentially as a non-
citizen. The malicious Penal Laws, which permeated much of the 1700s, stripped Catholics of
all but the most basic of human rights. The clear aim of the laws was to break the power of
the Catholic majority and secure Protestant political and economic dominance. William’s
father and his father before him were forbidden to buy land and were limited to short-term
leases, usually on marginal or boggy land. Access to schooling was non-existent, while entry
to professional education, such as law or medicine, was prohibited. It was illegal for them to
own any weapon or even a horse worth more than five pounds. William’'s father and
grandfather were not entitled to vote or hold any public office. Although they could join the
army or navy, they were not eligible to hold any leadership position.!? Of all the restrictions
imposed on them, the loss of cultural and religious identity struck William and his family
most deeply. Hoping to avoid prejudice, many Irish people, including William O’Connor, set
aside their venerable patronyms O and Mac, or saw their proud names ignorantly reshaped
by Protestant landlords, officials, and clerks who spelled and recorded them as they pleased.
These uneven anglicisations blurred kinship ties and muddled family histories, just as many

traditional Irish placenames became altered beyond recognition.’

Papists Exercising any Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction,
and all Regulars of the Popish Clergy out of this
Kingdom.

s -
The cover of the 1697 Act for Banishing all BN s \N"‘}.“ g 1o ] ;
\& > “'\

}Fm“h l'\\
‘P"*“A PRRS ES

i
11
o Exen::ﬁng anygccleﬁlﬂ:ml junfdl&aoc

s 41\‘9

; REGuifA“R’s

'f: DOR THEN S
| Popil Cleegy
,é \ﬁut&‘hu-ﬂ o~

‘KINGDO!‘M

. DUBLIN:
Printed by Andrew Goob, Printer to the King's
Moft Excellent Mujﬂ on Cork-Hill, near
Copper-alley. "M DCXC VI

The emblem of the Society of United Irishmen.
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Central to the Penal Laws were orders that sought to eliminate the Catholic religion, such as

ion_and all Reoulars of

the Act for Banishing all Papists Exe
the Popish Clergy out of this Kingds sh
Parliament expelled Catholic bishog sking
death by continuing their ministry.! ed
the O’Connors, through the 1700s, t her
insult to injury, English became the on. In
contrast, the Irish language became

dispossession, exclusion, and pover

The 1798 Rebellion painted by E. Fora

Through 1792 and 1793, influential

government for relief from the Pena e

DOV ent

UVV 5 U

American and French Revolutions, Wae'® =

passed the Catholic Relief Act (1793), which granted Catholics the right to vote (provided
16
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they leased land with a freehold value of at least forty shillings per year), enter the legal
profession, serve as army and navy officers, and attend Trinity College, Dublin.'” '8 However,
they remained barred from Parliament and high offices. The act also permitted Catholics to
practice their religion freely, allowed them to bear arms under certain conditions, and
repealed many remaining property and educational restrictions.!” The act, though, did little
to dampen the Irish thirst for rebellion, and with a group of prominent Catholics and liberal
Protestants, the Society of United Irishmen (previous pages), rallying support for Irish
independence and parliamentary reform, much of Ireland fell into rebellion in 1798. The
British responded to the uprising quickly and brutally, resulting in mass executions,
atrocities, and widespread destruction.?’ The painting (previous page) depicts the 1798 Irish
Rebellion and shows Irish farmers, armed only with pikes and farm tools, in battle against
the British Army.?!

William O’Connor married Ellen Hogan during the first decade of the 1800s, and on 17
March 1811, they had a son, Patrick, who was to become the Australian patriarch of the
Balboora O’Connors.?? 2 William and Ellen had at least seven other children: Bridget, baptised
in 1816; James (1818); Mary (1821); twins Johana and Margaret (1823); Elizabeth (1824); and
Ellen [Nora] (1826).2* They were all baptised in the Catholic Parish of Newcastle, County
Limerick.? Baptismal records for this parish are available only for the period May 1815 to
October 1831, and Patrick likely had other siblings born before May 1815.20

In 1829, the only O’Connors registered as leasing land in the Parish of Newcastle lived very
near one another, with just seven kilometres separating them across the adjoining townlands
of Ballinena, Dunganville, Glenastar, and Churchtown, as well as Maiden Street South in
Newcastle town.”? An O’Connor family also lived in the townland Ballynabearna, adjacent to

Dunganville, but in the neighbouring Parish of Ardagh (next page).

A William O’Connor leased a modest 20-acre plot at Dunganville. It is possible he was
Patrick’s father, as the sponsors noted in each of Patrick’s siblings’ baptisms included the
surnames Ambrose, Wolfe, Carroll, Liston, Sweeny, Foran, Keane, and Barratt. All of these
surnames were common in Dunganville and the surrounding townlands.?® Another Patrick

O’Connor, probably William’s brother, farmed 13 acres in a neighbouring block.?

17
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Bartholomew (Batt) O’Connor held 23 acres at Ballinena, Thomas O’Connor leased just a

single acre at Churchtown, while Denis O’Co

town. Simply referred to as Messrs, a group o
(next page).*’ The baptismal records for the Par
of newborns, parents, and baptismal sponsors
those lucky enough to lease land, many lived
dairywomen, cooks, masons, bricklayers, cabi
shepherds, housemaids, dressmakers, seamst
blacksmiths, coopers, shoemakers, tailors or s

in any public record.
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Newcastle — A Parish in Revolt

With the disappointments of the 1798 rebellion behind them, the Irish people entered the

19th century, a country deeply stained by religious, cultural, political, and economic

divisions.?® The O’Connors found themselves with barely a toenail on the bottom rung of the

ladder of opportunity. At the same time, the Protestant landowners had climbed well beyond

the ladder, an ascendency which had given them a supreme level of privilege and power.
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This power only intensified when, under the promise of Catholic emancipation, or freedom,
from the British government, enough influential Irish people cautiously agreed to the Act of
Union (1801), which led to the abolition of the Irish Parliament in Dublin and a single
parliament for the United Kingdom of Great Britain, including Ireland. Incredibly, the British
crown refused to sign into law the government’s bill for Catholic emancipation, rendering
the relationship between Irish Catholics and the Protestant hegemony irreparable.?” The

tension between Catholic Ireland and their Protestant occupiers was palpable.

A cottier’'s mud and stone cabin
about 1840.

The McNamara Cob (mud)
House in Tullaroe, west County
Clare. One of the last surviving
mud houses in Munster
Provence.

Aside from the broader political difficulties, the O’Connors, almost entirely dependent upon
the land for their survival, lived in a state of persistent insecurity. Their dwellings were
modest one- or two-room cabins constructed of mud and stone, with earthen floors and
thatched roofs, centred around a small hearth that served for both warmth and cooking. In

addition to their potato plot, they cultivated a small vegetable garden and kept poultry, a

20
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insufficient to support a family.* The land had reached its holding capacity. Increasing
numbers of cottiers and landless labourers were forced to seek seasonal work for meagre
wages. This work was irregular and forced many young men and women to travel across

Ireland, and even as far as Scotland, Wales, and England, with a spade in hand.*

Compounding the O’Connor burden, the local Protestant clergy compelled them to pay an
annual tithe to support the Church of Ireland, despite being Catholic.4 Also, absentee
landlords, mostly residing in England, remained indifferent to tenant welfare, leaving estate
management to middlemen and agents. In many cases, these intermediaries were
unscrupulous, frequently raising rents, soliciting bribes, and enforcing unfair evictions to
line their own pockets, often without the landlord’s approval or knowledge.*
Unsurprisingly, when crops failed, the entire rural system collapsed into crisis. The result
was a cycle of poverty, resentment, and insecurity, where population pressure, tithes,
ruthless middlemen, and crop failures combined to create chronic suffering for the

O’Connors.®

In 1591, over 34,000 acres, encompassing most of the land in Upper and Lower Connello,
including the Parish of Newcastle, were granted to the Courtenay family from Devonshire,
England.> 5! The Courtenays were largely absentee landlords and relied on an agent to
oversee a complex array of predominantly Protestant over-tenants. These tenants divided a
portion of their land into small acreage parcels, which they then leased to subsistence
tarmers, mostly Irish Catholics. It was the classic middleman system, in which the
middleman was not only a farming producer but also an entrepreneur in the farm rental
market, often demanding rents above market value. The Protestant Upton family was the

over-tenant for Dunganville and the surrounding townlands in the Courtenay estate.>

In 1811, the same year as Patrick O’Connor’s birth, Edward Carte was employed as the
Courtenay agent. By 1818, the Courtenay estate was in severe financial decline, with rental
arrears of £63,500, over four times the annual rental income of £14,000. Carte had raised rents
during the prosperous years of the Napoleonic Wars.>* However, when the agricultural
depression of 1813-16 set in, tenants could no longer sustain the high war rents, prompting
Carte to grant abatements.> Additionally, Carte, who had surveying experience, initiated
road improvements across the estate and Newcastle town, which provided much-needed
employment for distressed labourers and cottiers. While clearly enjoying the favour of most

of the Irish of Newcastle, Carte lost the confidence of the trustees of the Courtenay estate. In
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expense. His conspicuous consumption, in contrast to the widespread poverty in the district,
fuelled hostility among the over-tenants, or middlemen, who refused to accept their financial

burdens quietly.”

In December 1819, the incendiary atmosphere in the Parish of Newcastle exploded when
Robert Parker, a middleman living just four kilometres north of the O’Connors at
Dunganville, found himself in arrears to the tune of £415 and, with the support of his Irish
tenants armed with sticks, pikes, and farm tools, resisted an attempt by Hoskins’ bailiffs to
seize his property. Eventually, Hoskins, with the British military leading the way, stormed
Parker’s estate in an early morning raid. Aside from impounding his cattle, Hoskins had
Parker arrested and then marched, along with his pregnant wife, 15 kilometres into
Newcastle town, where Hoskins humiliated the couple by parading them through the
streets. The harsh treatment of Parker and his wife, including their shameful arrest and her
subsequent stillbirth, won Parker widespread sympathy. Hoskins stirred the pot further by
placing guards on Parker’s farm, auctioning off all his effects, ejecting his Irish tenants and
destroying their cottages. Shortly after, fire destroyed Parker’s home as well, an act widely

blamed on Hoskins.6°

Parker was a substantial figure, both as a liberal-minded middleman and a road contractor,
and he employed many local men. At the time of his arrest, a section of Parker roadworks
was almost complete. Hoskins proceeded to further poke the bear by using Parker’s horses
and carts, and his own men, to finish the job. This action stirred an immediate reaction from
local Irish Catholics who hurled rocks taken from a nearby quarry to drive Hoskins” men
away. Out of this bitter fight rose the fearless Patrick Paddy Dillane. According to local
legend, his expert rock-throwing skills earned him the celebrated pseudonym Captain
Rock.®! Dillane later escalated the violence, firing a gun at Hoskins’ bailiffs and playing a

leading role in the payback execution of Hoskins’ son, Thomas, in July 1821.2

Another of Hoskins” victims was middleman William Brown, who lived at Rathcahill, several
kilometres south-west of Newcastle town. Hoskins” heavy-handed approach, which relied on
armed guards, spies, humiliation, tenant ejectments, and mass seizures of livestock and
property, alienated most middlemen. It also raised the hackles of the Irish, including the
O’Connors, across the Courtenay estate, who feared their families, too, would soon be
homeless, landless, and starving. They rallied quickly and resolutely to fight for their
livelihoods. In a “better the devil you know’ scenario, the Irish even sided with middlemen,

who themselves had often left much of their charity at home. At times actively encouraged
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larger farms and install Protestant tenants. This decision obviously angered those families
who had been ejected, as well as their Irish Catholic brethren, and consequently, Rockites
became eager to exact retribution. Threatening notices signed by Captain Rock began to
appear, nailed to the cottage door on usurped land, including the house of John Ambrose,
William O’Connor’s neighbour in Dunganville, as a warning to those who had taken evicted
land.®” English settler, Christopher Sparling, who had benefited from tenant ejectments, was
shot near Dunganville, receiving medical treatment at the home of William O’Connor’s
landlord, William Upton, before dying the following day.® Days later, Major Richard Going,
former head of the Limerick police, was ambushed and killed on the road to Rathkeale, just
ten kilometres from Dunganville. His death greatly angered Protestants, while local Irish
celebrated with bonfires on every hilltop, fuelled by bitterness at the role played by Going in
the harsh aftermath of a tithe disturbance at Askeaton, about 25 kilometres north of
Newcastle, where Rockites had been shot and their bodies buried alive in quicklime.® In
February and March 1822, the Protestant Upton family was the target of Rockites, with their
homes at Glenastar and Ballynaberna threatened and raided for firearms, forcing the families

of John and William Upton to flee to Newcastle town for safety.”

Between 1819 and 1823, the Parish of Newcastle was the most violent and dangerous district
in Ireland, where daily events captured the attention of newspapers across Ireland and

England.

O’Connor Men Sentenced to Death

During this period of widespread violence, countless numbers of Irish from County Limerick
swung from the gallows. Also, over 1500 men and women were transported as convicts to
Australia, with about one-third on charges relating to rebellion and insurrection, including

14 O’Connor men.

On 10 August 1822, the Dublin Weekly Register reported the following:

LIMERICK ASSIZES
County Court, August 1

The following are the names of the unfortunate forty-one men who have been capitally convicted:

...William [Snr], Pat, Denis, Darby, Charles, John, and William Connors [Jnr], John Leahy, Owen and
Pat Sweeny, for taking a gun from Mr. Hayes...”?
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They were initially held at Newcastle Bridewell, the local lock-up, before being transferred

under yeomanry guard, 42 kilometres, to the county gaol at Mulgrave Street, Limerick City,
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where they remained incarcerated until their trial date on 1 August.” Incredibly, less than a
month later, their sentences were respited, meaning their punishment was deferred until a
later date (previous page).” Similarly, John and Michael Connors, along with two other men,
received a death sentence on 1 June 1822 for breaking into a house owned by Adam Milier at
Garrane, a townland just to the west of Newcastle and stealing his gun (previous page).”
Fearing widespread rebellion in County Limerick, the courts sought to dampen the uprising
by commuting most death sentences, preferring the penalty of transportation for life to
Australia. Accordingly, within months of their convictions, these nine O’Connor men were
fettered and shackled onboard the converted whaling ship, Brampton, in November 1822,
bound for New South Wales. Upon arrival at Sydney in April 1823, these men were all

separated for their convict assignments, and little is known about their lives in Australia.”

Though it is unclear how these O’Connor men were related to Patrick O’Connor, a familial
relationship, though, is inevitable, as all O’Connors in and around the Parish of Newcastle
were of Carrigafoyle Castle stock. They were just nine of thousands of local Irish Catholics
who were in outright revolt at this time and prosecuted under the Whiteboy Acts.” The acts
passed by the Irish Parliament in 1775 aimed to suppress rural secret societies, particularly
the Whiteboys, who protested high rents, tithes, and evictions through violent agrarian
unrest.” It gave magistrates, who were mainly prominent Protestant landowners, the
military, and constables sweeping powers, including curfews, searches, and harsh penalties,

to curb what they saw as threats to landowners and social order.%

Catholic Emancipation and the Tithe Wars

By 1822, the Rockite movement, which originated in the Parish of Newcastle, had evolved
into a widespread agrarian uprising across southern Ireland. The persona of Captain Rock
became a powerful symbol of Catholic resistance. Countless Irishmen invoked it, or figures
like Captain Steel, Molly Maguire, and Major Ribbon, across Ireland over the next twenty

years or so as they fought for Catholic emancipation and sought an end to Protestant tithes.®!

Obviously, with 96% of the people in West County Limerick being Catholic, the tithe burden
was an ever-present source of conflict and unrest. In creating a false narrative that Irish
Catholic unrest stemmed from confusion rather than injustice, the British Parliament enacted
the Tithe Composition Act (1823), converting tithes from payments in kind to fixed cash
charges and formally recording each occupier’s liability in the Tithe Applotment Books. The
act did nothing to ease the tension, and any attempt by an overzealous tithe proctor or the
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distrainment notice and bury the remainder they carried.® Imagine the amusement this
episode created for generations of O’Connors as the events were recounted, especially over a

few whiskeys!

Conclusion

Patrick presumably lived with his family at Dunganville for most of his formative years. He
likely left around the time of his marriage to Margaret Kennedy around 1837, when he
earned his living as a farm labourer in the nearby Parish of Ballingarry, approximately 15
kilometres west of Newcastle. % Little is known about Margaret Kennedy except that she was
the daughter of Michael Kennedy.®” She may have been local to Newcastle or Ballingarry.
The Kennedy surname was common in the Parish of Newcastle, and in 1830, a Michael
Kennedy leased farmland in Lissamota, a townland in the Parish of Ballingarry. In any case,
it would not have been uncommon for labouring men and women to move between

Ballingarry and Newcastle to live and work.

Patrick O’Connor, the Australian patriarch of the Balboora O’Connors, was born into a harshly
divided Ireland. Family folklore ensured he was deeply aware of the proud O’Connor
ancient past in County Kerry. Through his eyes and ears, he witnessed first-hand the plight
of his family and fellow Irish Catholics in their tenacious fight for survival and fundamental
human rights against the tyranny of the Protestant occupiers that now controlled their
emerald land. While Patrick’s story through the early 1800s is similar to that of a great
multitude of Irish, his experiences were much more acute. He lived in the precise area that
sparked the Rockite movement across Ireland, and Irish hero Daniel O’Connell touched his
life.
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Chapter 2

A New Horizon 1838 - 1839

In 1838, Patrick and Margaret Qg o i i dnfa o Mi
Parish of Ballingarry in County

and Margaret as a dairywoma
Patrick and Margaret lived in a
small-acre tenant farming, cotti
them in their beloved Ireland,
Patrick and Margaret O’Connot
over 600,000 of their contempor
sought a future elsewhere. Whi
in England, Scotland, and Wale
where some had relatives who
half a world away and a new hq
explores the circumstances und
infant son Michael, and Patrick

emigrate to Australia, along wit

Australia — Half a Wo

The British settlement of Austra
to establish a penal colony. The
prisons in Britain and expand B
Approximately 162,000 convicts
1868, of whom about one-fifth
farms and helping to build the ¢
beyond convict labour was necq
Dividing Range, which separats
precipitated further colonial ex

requiring significantly more labour.>* , the british' governmen
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instigated an assisted emigration scheme in 1831 for eligible British, including the Irish.¢ In
addition to providing a much-needed workforce, the British viewed assisted emigration as
an opportunity to reduce the unwanted flood of Irish into England, Scotland, and Wales. The
great irony here is that the influx was the product of centuries of British occupation that had

denied the Irish an economic opportunity to thrive and prosper in their own country.

During the 1830s, Port Phillip and the broader Melbourne area, still a part of the Colony of
New South Wales, emerged as a key growth area due to the region’s abundant, fertile land
and excellent water supply. It was here that Melbourne was founded in 1835, quickly
evolving from a fledgling settlement into a thriving frontier town (below).” In 1838, the British
government extended the assisted emigration scheme to the Port Phillip district, encouraging

settlement to support pastoral expansion and economic development.

Melbourne in
1838 drawn by
John Helder
Wedge.

e LR
To face p. 943,

In August 1838, a committee of the Legislative Council at Sydney reported:

A merchant resident in Sydney, and having grazing establishments, in the district of Port Phillip, near
Mount Macedon, between 400 and 500 miles from Sydney, stated that he had recently returned from
Port Phillip, after being there nearly a month, where he found a great want of labour, wages being 15s. a
week. .. The establishments in Port Phillip are much in want of labour; in fact are decidedly distressed
for it...in a district comprised within a line drawn from Geelong on the west to Mount Macedon,
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thence to the River Goulburn, and along that river and the Yarra Yarra, so as to terminate at Western
Port, from 1000 to 1500 shepherds an guliks ; i i : :

The Legislative Council Report found its
to advise prospective emigrants about the

e quick

Port Philip is apparently one of the m( ve
heard very little of it. It is at the south
settlement of New South Wales, and 6
Melbourne, the chief town...stands o
locked on all sides. A despatch of Sir Q
than 3000 inhabitants.®

P nearest

A follow-up communiqué between Sir B read:

I beg leave to recommend to your Lord
possible, be sent to Port Phillip, and t1

The second ship recommended by Gip
Michael, and Nora O’Connor onboard ed on
a 1999 British stamp (below).!! 12

BARQUE WESTMINSTER" 1837

The Australian Dream

Aside from their abysmal living circu
Margaret O’Connor to look to Australi

appeared in a November 1836 edition of The Limerick Chronicle, caught their eye.'?
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Competition for a berth on an assisted emigrant ship bound for Australia during the 1830s
was intense, with newspapers across Ireland carrying advertisements and editorials about

assisted emigration to Australia.

T

EMIGRATION TO AUSTRALLA

Wa rivted yenterday the ship * Lady Mucnughten,”
which huz been lying at Coova far the last ten days, for
the purpose of conveying emigrants to Spduey, in New
Souyth Waler—and although we had often. to perform
the rrle:u.inghduty of remarkiog upon the vesscls des-
tinad for meh & puﬂlmnwupm their Lmu‘ln_l
B e hain Capabiles for e presereation

] T - | r

of epmiort and :k;m]i::r; atill never have we per-
formed it with a greater degree of pleasurs than we do
opon the present’ oecasbon. This ahipr §s, along: with
Iﬁ! others that Yiove hitherto Jeft aur port, the selee-
tion of Mr. John Marsball, of London. Hhe [a 558 tons
reginter, and iv heyond oll question the most sopech
and hest adapted vessel that ever entered Cove for
the intended parpose. Her accommedations: below
decks are on the ioost extensive scala. PI!'O'I-'I’:IWI.I of
the best and rureat descriptions have been snpplisd moal
ahinaantly—salatary regulations '.I_il"ﬂ besn adopted
for the obeervancs of onler and prﬂpl‘mllf.mﬂ “Hﬁ‘
sheeting and bedding, the moat particular ears has been
taken to afford an ample r:ﬁliul' exch and'all: The
eaptain is an experienced ind-hearted man, of an
llllin.h‘l-u snd gencrous deposition and benevolant I:IIIIHI.
Whils on this part of the L, it may oot be irre-
levant to mention that glnee the Londin Emigration
Comelttes Lave commenced thelr labours in this
conntry, the aversge iumber of deathe on lhw_"-"l'?'l#l
bave not exceeded ons in 300 ¢ and by tie‘ship, James
Pnttisen, whicl left this port last year, and whose
arrival in Sydney we announced some monthe since,
not a slngle death gecurred on board during the vopage,
Thiz ia n very atril:iug, and by no means uninterosting
fact, when we comnsder that the averngn mmoler of
deaths in these kingdoms is greater in proportion than
any that have taken place on those vorages. Especial
care han Leen taken by the Commities o the present
weension, nok to send out any females, w8 emigrants,
unlensthey bove their parents or guardians with
thein. ‘Fhis i3a modat wise ond seletary rogulatbon
for hitherte many deoulits and fenra-were entertained leat
that on thieir arrival in Sydoey, the unprotected fomnles
niight lecogme a prey tn{iuul.iuumuﬂhﬁ immarality.
Ity thin regulation being carried inta force, such dbubts
and fears ave completely renderad groundless, and wt-
teely untenalde. There are procesding by this vessel
264 gouls in all, compriring men, womea and ¢lidldren.
The adults, male anil female, amount to 216, The
children from scven to fourtesn yoars of age amount to
a1, which, calenlated at two each, amoont to 43
adults. 'The children under seven years of ags amount
tn 53, which ealenlated ot thres esch, amount to 31

aifulta ; and thise together make inall, 384 soals.—
“They hare bren selected feom a 1'551 number of appli-
cants by that humane and respected emigration ageat
in this {'n:-_r, Lieutenant Friend, B M, and alwhy 23
enteermed and respeeted an officer In Limerick, Lbent.
Lrneh, KN.  The srlection appears bo hawe been ade
very corefully and very diccriminatingly, and it was
grutifying te observe that all the amangemcnts made
io thin port by those two officers bave reccived from
Mer. Finnock, his Majpaty's .ﬂ.nnh&amul for emigra-
tion, the moat marked approval. Upeon the whole it
vy truby delightful to witness wo many happy couste-
nances a predented Uhemselves on hoard the vessel
yesterday.  The young women were all life and good
humaur—the more sedete matrons were enjosing the
ugreeable amd palateable clenge of diet they ware
receiving on hoard, aml wers almost firged the
sminky cahin, the iH-thatched roof, and the fetid gh
by the door-side.—Cork Herald. i}

We (Lrxerick UrrowicLe) annax Lo this gratifying
!fmunt. i copy of the supplies of the Ship Lady ¥ac-
Neghien, willi omigronts, for New South Wales, an
certified by Coptain Hustwick, the Commanier.

150 tons Bleered water, independent of the luﬁﬂr
for the crew; 00 bushels of oat meal; 100 barrels of
Homr; 2§ ewt. Seotch Harley; 1 ten of rice; 300

 bushels of Pean: 75 tierces [ndia pork and new beef ;

35 cwt, r; 300 gallous wpegar; & cwt, died; 8
chests 't:?ﬁ cheste q-snm 10 ehestn Buisms; & dozen
port wite, for medical ase ;300 Gullons lemon jaice;
1 Img;:;l-ud molassea; 1Zdozen wing; 3 0wl cheesn; |
hagsbead Ilnudﬁ; 12ib mustard; & quantity of salt ;
4 dozen quare hooped tin pota; 20 ditto plates; 20
ditto Lea spoons; 20 ditte pewter spoons; 20 ditio
balf-piot pancakios for tea; 20 ditto knives and forks ;
2 pair carvers; I atechs; |lﬂ.rﬁﬂ-di'||rppﬂ' bathy; a
quantity C. lime, lor fumigating ; medicine ehest com-
plete, with & fall supply of every thing required, as
approved and omdo Dr. Hawkins, the srgson,
40 Gogallon nurh‘:dtﬁl. & wash tuhs, iren bound;
with hed fithings, ing, bienkets, L& ali mew snd
complete for all the berths, in number 345 bertha; 25
tonns ; & quantity of preserved provisions, and
mitk for medical comforts; 3 ewt. of soap; bW querters
of freah beef, and 12 toms of bread,

A call for emigration to Australia.

During the first half of 1839, Patrick and Margaret O’Connor underwent the challenging
selection process for Australian Packet Ships to become assisted emigrants to Australia. The
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Colonial Land and Emigration Commission, in their Instructions to Emigration Agents
(1838), made it very clear to John Marshall the regulations for the recruitment, embarkation,
and supervision of assisted emigrants to Australia.’* Emigrants had to be free of any criminal
conviction, healthy, of good moral character, and capable of earning a living in the colonies,
with a preference for agricultural labourers and female domestic servants. Married couples
(men under 40 and women under 35) with children were encouraged, with single women
particularly sought to balance the sexes. Single men were only approved if they had trade
skills. Irish Catholics required a testimonial from their parish priest to attest to their
character, sobriety, and baptism. Lastly, Marshall needed to affirm that prospective assisted
emigrants were unable to afford their own passage but not destitute.!> Aside from meeting
the eligibility requirements, assisted emigrants needed to secure goods and provisions for
the lengthy voyage, as well as the initial funds required to establish themselves in a foreign
land.

On 17 July 1839, The Limerick Chronicle ran two advertisements about free passage for assisted
emigrants, including the scheduled departure of the Westminster from Gravesend on Sunday,
18 August 1839 (below).'°

AUSTRALIAN FASSAGE T AUSTRALIA.
qH[Pﬂ'ﬂm Forr Pamizoie psd E'rnnllﬂl:ra- dt‘l‘

tebied il nqu' & Trom LE ]
SHIES. : E‘:.'n!:nr: g oy 1, [::' e

zEw hove Poops,
for ubln. [nicrmesliats,
mail: with wudeviotisig

..r. = i MF trl!:rm
EMIGRATION ¥'0 NEW SOUTH WALES.
Free Passage. atd the best arenn

HE Ship * Wrriran Mercacve,” of 550 Tonay

T !rlll sail from Graveseod on' the 10th July, and panctuslity on lized Agrtealturnl Servints and
mouth an the Z2nd, July, dircet for PORT- Machazics. of mithie wpe Sod charecter, are cos.

PI[[LL P and BYDNEY ;5 theship ® Mawr,” of G50 voyed in thess Ships nearly I'I"EE—-MLI'[II'I:H!IJ!II'I may
Tons register, will leave Gravessnd on the 38th of he knawn on application to Me. JTOHN MARSHALL,
July, and Plymouth oa the §th, August, for SYDNEY; Australien  Emigrmtion Ageat, 26, Birchin' Laoe,
the Ship “'W::twmml." u!:lﬂ] Tona register, will Carchill, Losilon
leave Gravescnd on the 18th . on tha = 4 ol anmmered.
26th August, for FORT PHILLIP -5 E‘IDNEY,md. iRk lncseta il Jusa 15,
the Bhips * Jouw Doni,” 705 Tons register, and P PO O P il b~ 1
“ Avrmen,” of ‘T16 Tons regider, will =il from

Gravesend on the Ath, sod Flymouth on the 16th of
Reptember, for SYDNEY.

'hese Ships are all First Class, have Poops'and first
order of Accommodations ; will experienced
5 sl sail with Blrbet

semigs MecRAMICE, LABOURERS, and Srioce
PraisLk Sgavarrs, are mocd esanfed in the Colony,

and ean proceed by 'llu uhm Ships ¥ Free” Buch Free emigrant passage to
persons g may e state their age and ,
occopation, end hy ?.'iu}' enn be recommendad. Australia. Apply now!

EincLe Fanu L.\mm, wishing 1o go out on
apecial egreemend can do so oo mnﬂmmm
and free of moy coat.
Al pardiculzrs Enoon on w&w!m fo
JOHN BESMARD, Jun.
ustralian Emigration Agent,
19, Chureh-Strest, Cork,
N. B.—First Clua Shipl will be despatched every
three weeks, with strict poncluality,
Post-paid Toiters ouly will be answersd,

38



DRAFT DO NOT COPY OR CITE THE BALBOORA O’'CONNORS

At around this time, the O’Connors would have received notice that their applications had

been successful, with an expectati
steamer at Cobh, County Cork, pr
emigration ships bound for Austr
Dublin (Ireland), Leith (Scotland),
Unfortunately for the O’Connors,

which meant at least a week of la

The O’Connors travelled under th
major player in the organised emi
Through his business, Australian
government and colonial authorit
and provision ships, and hire sur
during the voyage.” Marshall wo
across Counties Clare, Limerick,
the Irish, especially agricultural la
marriage prospects), and entire fa

child that he successfully assisted

Most of the Irish who sought assist
lure of free passage the defining fac
government between 1830 and 18
demand for assisted emigration t
skyrocketed from 1837, with over
This number included hundreds £
there is no evidence that either Pa

the colony before their departure.

The Walk to Cork

Patrick O’Connor and his family s
Saturday, 10 August. Their 90-kil
punctuated by two overnight stay
second at Cork city, where, the da
estuary to the port at Cobh. Cobh y
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and his family met many fellow emigrants and officers from Australian Packet Ships, who

had arranged their passage to Gravesend on a paddle steamer.

The day of leaving would have been devastating for both the O’Connor and Kennedy
families and their friends. While Patrick, Margaret, and Nora were excited, if not a little
anxious, they felt a pervading sorrow as they bid their final goodbyes to those they loved
and would never see again. It was common for the parish priest to bless the group before
their departure (below).?? With a small cart drawn by a single donkey or horse and stacked
with three wooden trunks, Margaret climbed aboard with Michael in her arms while Nora
gave her siblings a final embrace. Patrick stepped to the front, took hold of the reins, and as
the traces tightened, the cart jolted forward, beginning the journey that would shape all their
lives. Some family and friends, overcome with emotion, would have walked with them for
some distance, sobbing and crying, eventually leaving one or two to bring the cart back to
Ballingarry. Farmer Nicholas Hennessy, his wife Anne and their 15-year-old daughter
Margaret, as well as two single house servants, Bridget Collins and Bridget Doughan, all
from the Parish of Newcastle, too, were passengers on the Westminster, and in all likelihood,
they joined with the O’Connors for the walk to Cork.?

Irish
Emigrants
—The
Priest’s
Blessing.
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Gravesend, County Kent, England

Gravesend, some 40km downstream from London on the River Thames, was a busy riverside
town, with wharves and piers bustling with maritime activity (below). Patrick and his family
would have arrived one or two days before their departure, staying in one of the many
lodging houses adjacent to the newly built Town Pier. How anxious but excited they must
have felt on the day before departure as they first spotted the imposing and freshly built
Westminster, standing tall, anchored in the lower reaches of the River Thames, as
dockworkers busily finished the intricate and complex task of checking and loading, by
smaller boat, the ship’s cargo, which included the wooden travel crates containing the
personal effects for each passenger, as well as the supplies necessary for the long voyage
including goats, chickens, pigs, biscuits, salted beef, salted pork, dried peas, rice, flour, suet,
sugar, tea, treacle, vinegar, lime juice, water, dried fruit, mustard, pepper, salt, medical
supplies, and firewood/coal. The ship also loaded the special consignment of a prized
Durham cow with two calves and six pure merino rams. Unfortunately, the rams died en

route to their buyer in Melbourne.?

The busy maritime scene at Gravesend in the 1830s painted by Thomas Mann Baynes. A ship similar
to the Westminster is anchored as a paddle steamer carrying passengers, like the one used by the
O’Connors, passes swiftly by.
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Friday, 16 August 1839, was an i
Nora met with officers from the
Surgeon-Superintendent to hav
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goods for the journey and the n
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How fortunate the O’Connors
death, blood, stench, and tears o
were. The Westminster had a cre
Superintendent Mr Davis, a first
stewards, and a team of able an

supervised the single women, i

The manifest for the voyage incl
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cabinetmakers, tailors, sawyers, reapers, shearers, gardeners, ploughmen, shepherds,
weavers, housemaids, dressmakers, and seamstresses. Sadly, the surviving manifest for the
Westminster is woefully incomplete and does not include the names of any infants, such as
Michael O’Connor, who travelled in the care of their mother. Most assisted emigrant ship
manifests included this detail, including the names of those youngsters who died in transit,

which, regrettably, was quite common.

Following the evening muster, Captain Mollison, satisfied the ship was ready to sail, ordered
all passengers to their berths to ready themselves for departure on the morning tide.?”
Imagine the excitement amongst the passengers as they woke to the smell of oakum,?® rope-
tar, and river mud and when the tide was sufficiently full for Captain Mollison, standing
alongside a river pilot on the poop-deck, barking the order to the mates, Heave short! Hands to
the windlass —man your bars! The crew scurried, heaving in the anchor and loosening topsails
and sheets. Blocks creaked, and some sails thudded open. By mid-morning, the tide turned.
Mollison raised his speaking-trumpet and commanded, loose away the head-sails! Helm a-lee—
let her fall off with the tide! The Westminster gathered way, her bows turning eastward down
the widening Thames. A tugboat’s paddle-wash foamed against her stern as it helped her to
the estuary. By afternoon, the last of the Thames estuary was behind her. The crew braced
the yards for a south-westerly course, the pilot disembarked, and Mollison signed the pilot’s
clearance in his log. With the blue line of the coast fading astern, he yelled stoutly, Set the
royals. We'll stand down-Channel with the evening ebb. The ship’s great canvas filled, her timbers
creaked, and she began the long southern reach toward the open Atlantic, carrying her

human cargo toward Port Phillip Bay and the edge of the known world.?

The single males travelled in the lower deck at the front of the ship, each with a small bunk
with little to no privacy. The front of the boat endured the worst of the conditions as the
Westminster heaved, swayed, and buckled across seas and oceans. Emigrant families had a
special section midship and below decks. Each family slept together in a bunk, partitioned
for modest privacy. Given the prevailing tensions between the Irish and the English, Captain
Mollison ensured the various ethnicities and religions were, as best as possible, separated for
the voyage, with Patrick, Margaret, and Michael’s bunk huddled amongst other Irish
Catholic families from counties Fermanagh, Galway, Waterford, Tipperary, Cork, and
Limerick. Nora, though, was separated from her family for much of the voyage in a closed-
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off section at the rear of the ship. The O’Connors took their meals in a communal galley

running between their bunks (below). ¥

Emigrant
families
preparing
and taking
their evening
meals.

EMISEANTE AT DINEFR.

The passengers in first class enjoyed private cabins on the upper rear part of the ship, well
away from the animals, noises, and smells. They joined Mr Mollison and Mr Davis in
enjoying a dedicated steward service, a saloon space for socialising, a private dining area,
and fresh meat, milk, and eggs courtesy of the goats, cows, chickens, and pigs onboard.
Predictably, all 24 of these élite souls spent time under the care of Mr Davis in the ship’s

hospital cabin.

Despite the evident heartache and anxiety associated with leaving their families, Patrick and
Margaret would have felt a deep relief as they were leaving extreme hardship for what they
hoped and prayed would be a better life. The Illustrated London News reported that it was
common to see Irish emigrants singing and dancing merrily on board, with those skilled in
the flute or fiddle in constant demand throughout the voyage.! It is easy to imagine Patrick

O’Connor on the right of the picture, gleefully playing his fiddle (next page).>

Although arduous, the voyage would have been an incredible experience for Patrick and his
tamily. The Westminster first crossed the Atlantic Ocean, passing the Cape Verde Islands off
the west coast of Africa and then Rio de Janeiro off the east coast of South America. It crossed

the Atlantic once more to the southern tip of Africa, rounding the Cape of Good Hope. From
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the Cape, her sails filled generousg

way to the Bass Straight and Port

On 13 December 1839, Captain M
through the surging rip current b
tranquillity of Port Phillip Bay, be
bellowed, Let go the anchor! At thig
from four months at sea, roared e
the sea journey for Patrick O’Con:
had only just begun!

The Irish making
the most of their
voyage — dancing
between decks.

Melbourne

After deploying the ship’s boats,
belongings to the beach at Willia
the banks of the Yarra Yarra Rive

accommodation. Eager for their a
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were well-fed and comfortable before each met with a Colonial Immigration Agent at
Marshall’s Immigration Office, where their health and bounty eligibility were assessed.%
Details registered for each immigrant included their name, age, trade, native place, religion,
ability to read or write, sponsor agent, the amount of bounty payable to the agent, the name

and location of the employer, and the agreed-upon wage and terms of employment. 3

/,, a--yﬂwtv/ s ite ol oatop sl polen Lonare. Bosomn .
‘u LT
Py 4’(‘;!’4—”/ a/pc’nu. (T M/ /;’43«..%

‘/0 ""'N';mwcﬁv LISCON.

'._..---.

i Pty T R A —

S L e

i

|

‘ -o-/(m . //44}4-.-“-
"' -

.4’ u/alfn.-
; ol o R,
/f /4..., ﬂ-’ do .;..A.A......; ‘ i ,,f,
o | /A2 lovenon |18 VFPhrrien yﬂ.df.&,.y(/ ..L A da—#’A
/%‘:f'c J—L-‘}"' £4'Q.Mdu- e
2\ LS Do - |14 S Tyl . v ..,,f.'—r"e...x

)/ !//"I e T l)"l‘-‘ /f Vﬁ‘io.{l’ e ed ‘:‘Vi //’I b aﬁ’rﬁ“r

é' %&}-M (m”u/ //f )’%I%u) —a”‘l. cuu-wﬁ( /ﬂl/‘/&

L L . 7 = as i A

L e AT
N

'v l//a et @ﬁlw lﬁw rﬁnu«ﬂ : 2’ o, L R .; :- 4 ;’u ‘“— /‘l .ﬂflua
és tflaigiel SBongoros : (' Pl st afadonya e

2 | . Lhiak A o optminin /f N PRI e Fovs wp o Coy
(8] ! ’/:7?_101 Coorisire iufu--»ﬁi.-(a“-l. l PR (P90 SRS [ " ; ole
" l &&lllll'. !l“'fa'a; - i ¢¢¢¢.M[M | (‘ \.; ’ I A VS 1 " ‘J; PR 5 &v?(nﬁ;“

Extracts from the Westminster manifest record their
travel particulars and assignments in Melbourne.

Employers in Melbourne, like the wealthy squatter C. H. Ebden, quickly negotiated
employment terms with many immigrants. His Melbourne office, as well as Marshall’s
Immigration Office, are pictured (next page).>® The assignment notes for about a third of the
Westminster passengers, chiefly the Irish, including Patrick, Margaret, and Nora O’Connor,
stated simply, gone up country, meaning they were hired by agents representing squatters and

settlers some distance from Melbourne, with the Mount Macedon region the most common
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destination. Unsurprisingly, the agreed annual wage for all the Irish was just £10, the lowest

among those on the ship.

Irish immigrants faced significant c
arrived at a time of much angst ove
immigration. In perpetuating the Iri
and Scottish Protestant élite in the cq
hordes of Irish Catholic barbarians to t
by the rancour of the Protestant Revi
Presbyterian minister, the Reverend
Question of Questions! He argued th
was threatened by Catholics, who, d
feared the association between the i

convict class, with whom many wer

—
|
|

An 1839 view of
Melbourne from
the south side of
the Yarra Yarra,
as would have
been seen by
the O’Connors
upon their
arrival. Mount
Macedon can be
seen in the far
distance.
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The Irish were considered ignorant, superstitious, and ill-equipped to add value to
Australian life. It was further argued that Australia was a pastoral sheep-farming country
and that the Irish were ill-suited because all they knew was how to grow potatoes and farm
pigs!* Paradoxically, it was the Irish, among them the O’Connors, who provided the labour,

endurance, and determination that sustained and expanded pastoral Australia.

Patrick and Margaret O’Connor were as Irish as they come, being first-language Irish
speakers. Unable to read and write in English, they were to experience the same racial,
cultural, and religious discrimination they hoped to have put behind them. Despite settling
among substantial Irish immigrant communities in the Macedon Ranges, the O’Connors
lived largely within Irish social enclaves, where opportunities remained constrained by

English hegemony, and advancement remained elusive for much of their lives.

Macedon Ranges

The land journey from Melbourne to Mount Macedon and the Macedon Ranges was
approximately 90 kilometres. Imagine how the Irish O’Connors would have felt upon
arriving in Melbourne during an Australian summer, when temperatures could reach well
over 40 °C (104 °F). Imagine again their journey and settlement in the Macedon Ranges,
where they encountered the planet’s deadliest spiders and snakes, as well as screeching
galahs, laughing kookaburras, lizards, two-metre-long goannas, koalas, echidnas, wombats,
emus, kangaroos, and wallabies. They must have thought they were in another world, and
indeed they were! It was, though, a beautiful new world described by the editor of the Port

Phillip Gazette in their advice to new immigrants in 1840, thus:

Mount Macedon, in the Port Phillip district, is a fine bold mass, the commencement of a wooded range,
extending for the greater part easterly; its height is estimated at above three thousand feet, but clothed
with trees to the very summit. It may be crossed by a traveller on horseback, and commands a beautiful
view to the south of Port Phillip—to the north of an expanse of country diversified with hill and plain—
in the distance the sheen of a riverline or body of water, backed by ranges of blue hills—at hand a forest
of noble timber, opening in its deepest recesses plains of rich herbage, and watered by running
streams... These rivers, including their tributaries, of which the largest is the Campaspee, rising at the
foot of Mount Macedon, water a considerable tract of fertile country.®
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Conclusion

By Christmas 1839, after almost 140 days of travel, 117 of them tossed on the high seas by the
Westminster, the O’Connors were finally settled on a sheep station below Mount Macedon.
They now stood on the far edge of the world, in a country wholly unfamiliar and
astonishingly different from the soft emerald-green fields of Limerick. One can only imagine
the churn of emotions in Patrick, Margaret, and young Norah: the ache of farewell, but also
the stirring of optimism as new possibilities unfolded before them. They were part of a
growing Irish trickle that would soon become a stream, as assisted emigration brought
thousands more to this new land. Their new life had begun, and this history remembers

them as pioneers of Australia.
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Chapter 3

Pioneers 1840 - 1877

There was little resemblance between Patrick and Margaret O’Connor’s new lives in
Australia and their past in Ireland. The landscape, climate, agriculture, plants, people,
animals, and the sheer expanse and newness of their new country precipitated a whole new
way of life—an Australian pioneering life. Clearly, the knowledge, skills and dispositions
learned by them as pioneers passed from father and mother to sons and daughters, laying

the platform for generations of successful Australian dryland wheat and sheep farmers.

There were no
snakes in Ireland!

The O’Connors
must have thought
they wereina
different world
when they arrived
in the Macedon
ranges.

Chapter 3 — Pioneers 1840 — 1877 tracks the extraordinary Balboora O’Connors from their early
days on a Squatter’s run in the Macedon Ranges, through to their first farm in the parish of
Carlsruhe, near the new township of Kyneton, then to more substantial leaseholds in the
nearby Parishes of Langley and Baynton. The chapter concludes with the auction of their
holdings in the Parish of Langley and the decision by Patrick and Margaret, along with their
adult children William, James, Margaret, and Catherine, to relocate to new leaseholds at

Terrick Terrick East, near Echuca in the Northern Plains of Victoria.
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The Macedon Ranges

Map of Victoria 1854

(Central Victoria has been expanded)

The blue-shaded area is where Patrick O’Connor and his far
lived, firstly with Patrick and Margaret as indentured assist
immigrants, and then as farm workers from 1840 to about 18

The small, green-shaded area is where Patrick O’Connor an
family lived between about 1855 to about 1865.

The red-shaded area is where Patrick O'Connor, and later hi
three sons Michael, William and James, owned land from ab)
&865 to about 1877. ('Cony

Between 1840 and 1877, the Ba/boo
northwest of Melbourne, their home
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The Squatter’s Run

At the time of Patrick and Margar
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sheep from South Africa, to selectively breed with fine-wool Spanish Merino sheep. The
resulting Australian Merino breed adapted well to dry conditions and became the basis for

high-quality wool production during the colonial pastoral boom.

Prominent squatters in the Macedon Ranges included Charles Ebden and Alexander
Mollison. In 1837, Ebden led one of the earliest overland pastoral expeditions, driving about
9,000 sheep, 30 horses, and nine bullock drays from his Murray River station in New South
Wales into the Macedon Ranges. By May that year, he had established the Carlsruhe run on
the Campaspe River west of Mount Macedon. Following his lead, Alexander Mollison drove
his livestock from the Murrumbidgee River and took up the Coliban run in January 1838,
stocking it with 5,000 sheep, 634 cattle, 28 bullocks, and 22 horses.> Both men relied heavily
on the assisted immigration scheme to augment their labour needs, with Patrick, Margaret
and Norah probably secured by one of them, most likely Ebden.? They would have initially
agreed to a 12-month employment term, with wages, duties, and provisions, including
accommodation and food, negotiated with the squatter’s agent upon disembarking from the
Westminster in Melbourne. Patrick, Margaret and Norah each earned about £10 in their first

year in Australia. The image depicts life on a squatter’s run (below).

|
Hi
|

The work of a
station hand on
a squatter’s run.
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In County Limerick, Norah O’Connor had received a basic education and was a valuable
support to Patrick and Margaret. Not only did she help with the care of their children, but
Norah also assisted Patrick and Margaret in navigating the many English literacy challenges

they faced as native Irish speakers who were unable to read or write in English.

Over the next decade or so, Patrick O’Connor and his family consolidated an Australian
pioneering life, and despite not having the means to purchase land, they had guaranteed
employment and lived in circumstances far better than they had experienced in Ireland.
Within three years of their arrival, the young Michael had two little sisters: Mary in 1840 and
Ellen in 1843. Two brothers followed, William in 1847 and James in 1850, and by the time
Michael was a young man, two more sisters had joined the family, Margaret in 1853 and
Catherine in 1857.

Their Australian life, though, was often shadowed by moments of melancholy, as thoughts of
family left behind in Ireland resurfaced, particularly when working and socialising among
fellow Irish immigrants or when hearing fresh news from newly arrived countrymen. The
O’Connors would have been keenly aware of the devastation wrought by the Great Hunger
between 1845 and 1852, and must have feared that many relatives and friends had not
survived.¢ Until 1854, communication between the O’Connors in Australia and their kin in
Ireland was effectively impossible, but the introduction of the British—Australian Postal
Convention brought cheaper and more reliable mail services, finally allowing
correspondence to pass between the two worlds.” Records show that at least one letter was
sent from Ireland to the Balboora O’Connors, and for much of 1856, a letter addressed jointly
to Margaret and Norah O’Connor lay among numerous unclaimed letters at the Melbourne
General Post Office.® Newspapers, including the Kyneton Observer, regularly published lists
of such letters, raising the hopeful possibility that Margaret and Norah eventually learned of
its arrival and were able to read and reply. The letter bearing Norah’s name is the last time
her name appears in any record, and sadly, her life in Australia after 1856 remains in the
blank pages of history. It is probable, though, that she stayed with Patrick and Margaret until
Patrick approved a good nuptial match for his much-cherished sister.’

Gold Fever

The discovery of gold in Victoria in 1851 triggered a massive gold rush to Ballarat, Bendigo,

and Mount Alexander (Castlemaine). Thousands of Irish immigrants were drawn to the
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Like they had done on a squatter’s run, the O’Connors, in exchange for a reasonable living,
added significant value to the land they worked. One of the most demanding tasks was
clearing land for cultivation, which had been home to thousands of squatter’s sheep for the
previous twenty years. Not only was the land heavily wooded with White Gum and Stringy
Bark trees, but it was also littered with granular quartz and granite.? Patrick and Michael
lifted almost every granite stone on the property, using them to build the all-important
fences that marked boundaries and protected crops from roaming livestock. If you travel
through this area today, you are immediately taken by the vast array of dry-stone fences,
standing defiantly against time, an epitaph to the blood and sweat of the Irish families, such
as the O’Connors, who built them. The trees felled by Patrick and Michael also provided the
resources to construct their hut and other farm buildings. Their first home on this block was
likely a one-room, windowless timber slab cottage like the one pictured (next page).?! With
good access to water from Post Office Creek, Patrick and his family farmed sheep, dairy
cattle and pigs, and grew potatoes, wheat, barley, and oaten hay.? 23 24 25 The following
extracts from a Descriptive Sketch of Victoria, circa 1860, give some insight into the life and

times of the O’Connor family during this period: 2

The first settlers endured the inclement climate and the harshness of the bush as they went forth into the
forest with the manly determination to reclaim the wilderness and to make themselves a home in its
previously unbroken solitudes. To do this, has involved no small amount of courage, of patient
endurance, of steadfast hope, of physical strength and of pertinacious toil. Most of the selector’s capital
consists of these admirable qualities, for his stock of ready money is usually exhausted by the time he
has ringed and felled a few trees upon the site of his future homestead, erected a hut of slabs and bark,
furnished it with a trestle bed and blankets, a rudely-constructed table and bench, a few cooking
utensils, an axe, a spade, a crosscut saw, and a supply of flour, tea and sugar.

He knows that he must “shun delights and live laborious days,” and when he has broken up a few
perches of land and put in his first crop, he is not unfrequently compelled to seek for work in the
neighbourhood at fencing or road-making, in order to maintain himself until the “kindly earth” shall
have yielded him her increase...He is thus enabled to purchase a few head of stock or a better description
of plough, to build a more commodious hut, and to supply the wife and children, for whom he has been
making a home in the bush, with such articles of wearing apparel as they may stand in need. There is
plenty of hard work and very little recreation in such a life, and the most lively imagination would fail
to invest its prosaic realities with a halo of romance or with an air of poetry.
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Kyneton in 1861
showing the
Royal Oak Hotel
(right), the
Kyneton Loan
and Discount
Banking
Company (right),
and the two-
storey Crown

S A A

The O’Connors look to Langley and Baynton

In 1862, Patrick O’Connor and his family leased 148 acres from William Royal in the Parish of
Carlsruhe, supplementing his farm income as a road and bridge repair contractor. A new
Land Act of this same year made it easier for Irish settlers to secure multiple 20-acre blocks to
build houses and operate small farms. The annual license fee was two shillings per acre,
payable each year, with an option to purchase the land outright after three years, provided
the farmer lived on the land, kept at least a quarter under cultivation, and made
improvements, such as fencing the property.

PATRICK CONNOR of Langiey in the Colony
do hereby give notice that [ hue
wplledtothe dent of the Board of Land and
orks under the sbove Act, for a license to reside
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Saturday 14 April 1866. described 5!! is to say, &IM, 1;' Dalhonai h

of quntonpunofnmntnyvdlludeluot k63
area 20 acres. To be surv bylr.hm-llo'-
" Datedthis 3t day of Apei 1868

ATI.ICI CONNOR,
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Finally, in 1866, after 27 years in th lonv, the middle-aged Patrick and the 29-year-old
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Victoria Department of Crown Lands and Surveys for Langley and Baynton, County of Dalhousie.
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Their leases came with several conditions. Each had to reside on their land and, within the
first five years, make improvements, including fencing the property and ensuring at least
one-tenth of the land was under cultivation. The Department of Lands and Survey accepted
the modest annual rent paid for each block as part payment of the land’s value. After six
years, the O’Connors each had the option to own all or part of the land as a Crown Grant,
held under freehold, by paying the remaining principal. Alternatively, they could extend
their lease to 14 years, after which the land would become theirs under freehold.3

Again, the O’Connors found themselves in the familiar situation of establishing new farms
and farmsteads on largely unimproved country, but this time, the aging Patrick had the
support of three strong sons.

The Irish Catholic Community

Kyneton and its surrounding districts had one of the most vibrant Irish immigrant
communities in the colony, so significant that the Kyneton Guardian proclaimed St. Patrick the
Patron Saint of Kyneton.®® The Irish families living near the O’Connors at Langley and
Baynton bore the surnames Brien, Callinan, Coman, Cullen, Danaher, Dwyer, Fahey, Feeney,
Fitzgerald, Forde, Gallagher, Howe, Kelly, Kennedy, Kenny, Keogh, Lowry, Lynch, McAlpin,
McCauley, McGrath, McKenna, McMahon, Murphy, O’Farrell, O'Meara, O’Shea, Power,
Royal (Ryall), Ryan, Sheedy, and Walsh. Almost all these families, like the O’Connors, were
young pioneers forced by poverty to leave their homeland and seek new lives in Australia.
Many of these families hailed from Limerick, Cork, and Tipperary, and so had much in
common with Patrick and Margaret. The O’Connors developed strong bonds with some of
them as they worked in meitheal, *raised money for Irish causes, observed their Catholicism,
rejoiced on St. Patrick’s Day, intermarried, celebrated their births, and mourned their deaths.

Other than Mass, local societies like the Hibernian-Australian Catholic Benefit Society
(HACBS) St. Mary’s Branch, Kyneton and the Kyneton St. Patrick Association ensured the
Balboora O’ Connors had the place and space to maintain their strong heritage and celebrate
all things Irish, including keeping abreast of matters in Ireland and hosting social functions
such as Balls and sports days. The Hibernian Australian Catholic Benefit Society, with
branches throughout Victoria, was a cornerstone of the community. It attracted membership
of almost all of the Irish in the district, no matter their status, and had the express aims to:

62



DRAFT DO NOT COPY OR CITE THE BALBOORA O’'CONNORS

...firstly promote the social and moral advancement of its members; secondly, for the purpose of
assisting any of the members or those depending upon them, from time to time who may be in trouble or
tribulation; and thirdly,

cherished memory for the

In August 1875, the Australi
Society, mutual support for
conduct, and to uphold the
subjects within the colony (

e
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named. Race meetings were also popular in the townships and districts around Kyneton,

including Baynton (below), where on St. Patrick’s Day 1867, Patrick O’Connor raced his horse

Paddy in both races one and three! Irish luck, though, was not on Patrick’s side in either race,

but he did lodge a protest in the third race to disqualify the winner because the winning

owner, Mr Oliver, was not a bona fide farmer!4 His son William was also a keen racehorse

breeder, winning best in show for his three-year-old thoroughbred gelding and third place

for his one-year-old colt at the 1877 Kyneton Agricultural Show.*> Even though Patrick or

William never won the famed Kyneton Cup, Patrick’s grandson and namesake, who resided

at Balboora, Pastoria, was a very successful racehorse owner and trainer, winning the Kyneton
Cup on St. Patrick’s Day in both 1914 and 1916 with his champion horse, Lucky Bean. Known

as the Bush Carbine, Lucky Bean was a prolific winner across country Victoria (below).*

The Kyneton Observer,
Tuesday 19 March 1867

The Melbourne Herald,
Saturday 18 March 1916
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Ploughing matches were popular events across the Kyneton district, offering farmers an
opportunity to showcase their cultivation skills. George and Frederick Royal were very
accomplished with the plough, keenly contesting numerous ploughing matches, while the
17-year-old James O’Connor in 1877 won £2 for his skills in wielding the family’s locally
made Hutcheson and Walker plough to finish second in the Under 18 ploughing match in
Kyneton.# % Pictured is a ploughing match taken during the mid-1870s (below).

Ploughing matches were
organised by agricultural
societies, with competitors
assigned marked plots to be
ploughed within a set time
using horse-drawn ploughs
under specified conditions.
Judging focused on
workmanship rather than
speed, assessing
straightness, uniform depth,
clean turning of the sod,
neat finishing, and control of
horses.

Patrick and his family, along with many other Irish immigrants in the area, played a central
role in the fundraising and building effort that resulted in the impressive bluestone St.
Mary’s Catholic Church, now known as Our Lady of the Rosary, completed in 1861 (next
page). Before its construction, Mass was celebrated at the Gold Diggers Arms Hotel. With the
arrival of the Christian Brothers in 1873 and the Sisters of Mercy in 1874, the O’Connors
provided strong support as both St Mary’s Boys” School and St Mary’s Girls” School, which
had operated under lay teachers since the 1850s, transitioned to Christian Brothers College
and St Mary’s Convent School.* The O’Connor children, particularly William and James,
received a thorough grounding in catechism, writing, reading, arithmetic, and classical

education, while Margie and Kate’s lessons also included needlework and music.#
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By the mid-1870s, Michael O’Connor had married Ellen Howe, the daughter of a
neighbouring farmer from County Tippe

close relationship had developed betweet
also farmed land on the Jew’s Harp Creek,
the 1860s, Patrick, Margaret, and their fa
Carlsruhe, just east of Kyneton, for at leas
Margaret, married siblings Caroline Mary
took place at St Mary’s Catholic Church,
Margaret in July 1874. Both marriages we
surrounded by kin and countrymen who
the Harp of Erin hotel, the Irish-born amg
soda bread, mutton stew, and boiled bacg
rose in song and story, feet tapped upon
fiddles and lilting handmade flutes, their
celebration of faith, love, and the far eme

Irishman Father Horatio
Geoghegan P.P. began his
ministry at Kyneton in
1859 and remained there
until his death in 1895.

Caroline and George William Royal’s fat
brother. George Royal arrived in Australi
immigrant on board the Arab in 1842. In

opportunities available in the Port Phillip
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Corrigan from County Louth, Ireland, at St. Francis Catholic Church in Melbourne. Despite
the somewhat curious surname, these Royals were Catholic and of Irish heritage, with a
probable surname of Ryall, which had been anglicised as both Royal and Royle during their

passage to and life in Australia.*

The Harp of Erin Hotel
(right) in Piper Street,
Kyneton in 1861.

The O’Connors are again on the move

The land Patrick and his family farmed in the Kyneton district was extraordinarily fertile,
regarded as equal to the best in the colony, and ideal for small-scale mixed farming. For over
twenty years, farmers had engaged in a profitable four-year rotation of wheat, barley, and
oats. Aside from the potato, no root crops were included in the rotation, and the ground
never lay fallow until its fertility was exhausted. Once land became unproductive, farmers
simply cleared more land for cultivation. The relentless cropping began to affect yields,
prompting many farmers to shift from mixed farming to a sole focus on grazing sheep and
cattle, which required more land. As such, wealthier farmers sought to acquire their
neighbours’ leaseholds and freeholds, and by 1875, many began leaving the district to take
advantage of new, cheaper leasehold selections in the Northern Plains, particularly around
Shepparton and Echuca.’ In selling up, farmers could auction any freehold land held under
a Crown Grant. Land held under leasehold, though, could not be sold. Any improvements
made by the lessee, though, could be auctioned if the Local Land Board, which managed
land affairs locally on behalf of the Department of Lands and Survey, agreed to reissue the

lease to the successful bidder.52
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The O’Connors,
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approximately 3 d Margaret well

for Michael (36),
William (28), Ja lenges and

into their 60s an

consolidate their ir land owned
under Crown G ces and two
homes on their leaseholds (above). eighbour, John Koss, was the successtul bidder. The

leasehold land at Terrick Terrick East was less expensive than the land at Langley. The move

68



DRAFT DO NOT COPY OR CITE THE BALBOORA O’CONNORS

likely provided the O’Connors and the Royals with a modest dividend, giving them some

cash for a fresh start.

In 1873, George Royal senior had already sold his freehold farm at Glenhope near Baynton,
including his draught horses, a dray, a four-horse wagon, a chaff cutter, a roller, and a plate
plough. By 1875, most of the Royal holdings and improvements around Kyneton had been
sold.>* Frederick Royal, Caroline O’Connor’s brother, was already established at Terrick
Terrick East as early as 1875, where he had married Mary Reilly, the daughter of local farmer
Michael Reilly, and ran a general store that he hoped to develop into a hotel.*

In 1876, the Government Gazette records that George and Margaret Royal (O’Connor) and
George’s brothers, Frederick and John, had each acquired a 320-acre leasehold at Terrick
Terrick East, while the 19-year-old Catherine O’Connor also successfully selected a 294-acre
block adjacent to that of George and Margaret Royal. Less than a year later, Patrick and
William O’Connor had each secured 320-acre selections near those of Margaret and
Catherine. Interestingly, there was no block immediately available for James O’Connor.
Sadly, John Royal lost his life in a horse fall in February 1878, and Frederick Royal
transferred ownership of his block to James O’Connor in 1878, presumably because he had

taken over John’s holding.5 5

Apart from their birth records, no records exist about the lives of Patrick and Margaret’s
eldest daughters, Mary and Ellen. Presumably, they married well and enjoyed long and
happy lives in the Kyneton district.

Michael O’Connor, now over 40 years old, remained in the Kyneton area and acquired
additional property nearby in Pastoria. Michael was to make Pastoria his family home,
complete with a 1,300-acre (528-hectare) farm he named Balboora. Michael, the last of the
Irish-born O’Connors, passed away in 1910, with Balboora remaining with his children until
its sale in 1926 upon the death of his son, Patrick. At the time of the sale, Balboora was
described as: a splendid grazing property...well watered by springs and creeks, and a good well at
the house, subdivided into nine paddocks...improvements consist of a comfortable 6-roomed dwelling,
woolshed, and all necessary outbuildings and yards. Both sheep and cattle do exceedingly well, and the
land has a very good carrying capacity.’® It is unclear what happened to Balboora after 1926, but
in 2025, Balboora at Pastoria was listed for sale as a highly productive livestock grazing

operation.>
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town of over 2,500 people. It was here, under the umbrella of an Irish immigrant enclave,
that they worked back-breaking days to raise their children, Michael, Mary, Ellen, William,
James, Margaret, and Catherine, profoundly appreciative of the opportunities available to
them in Australia Felix.®!
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32 \/ictoria Department of Crown Lands and Survey. (n.d.). Langley, County of Dalhousie / photo-lithographed at the Department of Lands and Survey
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%3 Kyneton Guardian, Saturday 22 June 1878

% Kyneton Guardian, Wednesday 12 March 1873; and Kyneton Observer, Saturday 1 May 1875

% Riverine Herald, Thursday 26 August 1875

% Riverine Herald, Wednesday 2 October 1878

57 Riverine Herald, Monday 16 December 1878

73


https://victoriancollections.net.au/items/604ffb8b817e01ad38176c98
https://prov.vic.gov.au/explore-collection/explore-topic/researching-land-and-property
https://prov.vic.gov.au/explore-collection/explore-topic/researching-land-and-property
http://romseyaustralia.com/houses.html
https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-232036869/view
https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-232035825/view
https://nla.gov.au/

DRAFT DO NOT COPY OR CITE THE BALBOORA O’CONNORS

% Argus, Saturday 16 October 1926

5 Balboora at 1472 Baynton Road, Pastoria, was on the market in 2025 for $9,000,000 as a highly productive livestock grazing operation.

8 North Central Catchment Management Authority. Available at: https://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/media/documents/kyneton woodlands map.pdf

8 Australia Felix was the name coined by explorer Thomas Mitchell in 1836 to describe the exceptionally fertile, grassy, and well-watered pastoral country of
western and central Victoria that he viewed as a fortunate land.
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Chapter 4

The Northern Plains & Riverina 1878 - 1901

During the 1870s, many Irish immigrant families living as subsistence farmers in the
Macedon Ranges looked to the Northern Plains district of Victoria for further opportunities.
In the 1890s, some of these families ventured even further north to the Riverina area of New
South Wales.! The O’Connors were one of these families, with Patrick and Margaret, along
with their adult children William (and his wife Caroline Royal), James, Margaret (and her
husband George Royal), and Catherine (below), each securing 320-acre selections in 1877 on
the Terrick Terrick plains, the same plains crossed by the intrepid in-land explorers Robert

O’Hara Burke and William Wills and their camel train, just 17 years earlier.?

The Irish community at Terrick Terrick East included many who had previously lived in the
Macedon Ranges, among them a hotelier named Burns from County Clare, as well as
families such as the Lynches of Clare, Leahys of Limerick, Lyons of Wicklow, Martins of
Fermanagh, McGraths, Monahans, and O’Gormans of Tipperary, McIntyres of Offaly,

Mullens and O’Neills of Armagh, Walshes of Galway, Reillys of Mayo, and Powers of
Waterford.

Recent
photograph of
the land farmed
by Catherine
O’Connor at
Terrick Terrick
East.
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Chapter 4 — The Northern Plains and B

Caroline, and James O’Connor, ar
The chapter then takes a deep div¢
East, followed by six or so years a

six years they lived on a selection

An 1880 map
highlighting I
Kyneton, Terrick |

Terrick East, -
Echuca, Cobram B
and Jerilderie. ‘ A=

Faces of Yesteryear

Between 1860 and 1880, advances
cheaper, quicker, and far more acg
of issuing cartes de visite, or visitin
William, Caroline, and James O’ Cq
entered the renowned Kyneton st
sets of visiting cards (next page).* T
notoriety in 1870 when he photog
bushranger was held in the Kyneton lock-up. During the same period he took the O’Connor
photographs, he also produced visiting cards for Ned’s younger brother, Dan Kelly.
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William O’Connor. Caroline O'Connor.

William (standing)
and James O’Connor.
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The Journey North

The 120-kilometre journey from
undertaking, one the O’Connors
1877-78. By travelling in compaj
to transport as much of their far
and water supplies, clothing, beq
tools, seed grain, ploughs, scyth
tethered to the drays, chickens
probably driven alongside the s

The picture above presents a scene
Terrick East.

William and Caroline O’Connor
old, Bridget. William’s pregnant
Margaret at her breast. Caroline
Margaret travelled perched amo
the men walked, driving the bul
best track. Their caravan would
established roads, notably cross
and stretches of the gold-fields g
plains of Terrick Terrick East. Tr
weather and track conditions. T}
cooking and using tarpaulins or
rain. The most significant risk w|

Campaspe River, which snaked from Kyneton to tchuca, were
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Terrick Terrick East, they would have initially lived in canvas tents before setting out to make

their respective blocks family and farm-ready.

Terrick Terrick East
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The Terrick Terrick East selections of Patrick, William, James, Catherine, and Margaret (Royal).

The O’Connors took up their selections at Terrick Terrick East (above) at a very challenging
time.®> Low winter rainfall in 1878 and 1879 brought crop failure and stock losses across the
area, with many shallow dams and wells failing on the open sand plains. The following
excerpts from The Riverine Herald, published in March 1879, reveal the hardships faced by

selectors:
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Terrick Terrick (From our own correspondent) ... The weather is beautifully cool, but we badly want
rain. In about another week, if it does not rain, the water will be completely dried up here, and the
greater part of selectors will then have to go from eight to ten miles for every drop of water they require.
No wonder the “cockies” are turning insolvent in all directions.®

...and a few weeks later

Terrick Terrick (From our own correspondent) ... The farmers of this district met with another
disappointment last week. On Monday the clouds looked as if about to discharge their contents, but they
passed over, leaving only a sprinkling behind them. A good fall of rain is much needed to fill the dams,
as most of the selectors are subjected to great hardships for the want of water, many of them having to
drive their stock twenty miles to water...many farmers have finished sowing, some are busily employed
putting the seed in and others are hard at work ploughing. Such an amount of perseverance must surely
meet with its due reward. Numbers of others, however, do not intend putting in any crop this season,
but will lie on their oats, doing, if possible, a little dealing in stock until things look a little brighter.
Three hundred and twenty acres may be sufficient to make a living off in some localities, but I think it
will be conceded that it will not do in a dry district like this. Supposing a selector, thinking to make “a
rise,” puts, say, one hundred and fifty acres under crop, trusting to the chance of a shower of rain now
and again to bring it on, and the season fails, as the last three have done, what is he to do? He has
nothing to fall back on, being swamped in the endeavour to “make a rise,” he goes into debt to carry on
for another year, with the result that not making the expected “rise,” and being pressed for money, he
cannot pay, he is either sold out or files his schedule. I do not think it is possible to find a dozen farmers
in this whole district who are making a respectable living off one selection. The well-to-do men are those
who, having selected themselves, have purchased other land adjoining, or where a family have obtained

selections together.”

Although 1880 saw more regular rainfall, water scarcity remained chronic, and
settlers increasingly carted water or deepened wells to cope with the unreliable
seasons. Conditions fluctuated throughout 1881-1885, but the situation worsened
dramatically in 18861888, a period recognised as one of the most severe droughts
across the Northern Plains. Crops failed almost entirely, stock routes were closed for
want of water, and exploding rabbit populations stripped the plains of much-needed
feed. Many, including the O’Connors, abandoned their selections and looked to
secure a homestead selection north of the Murray River in the Riverina area of New
South Wales.?

1878 - Annus Horribilis

The harsh farming conditions, compounded by family deaths and internal disagreements,
made 1878 an annus horribilis® for the O’Connor and Royal families. Remarkably, little more
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than a decade after the back-breaking work of establishing farms and homesteads at Langley,
the O’Connors again faced the daunting task of transforming four newly acquired 320-acre
blocks into productive farms and liveable settlements. Though familiar with the routine, life
istri i and reliable
climate of K| e water and

st the growing
menace of t o largely free of
stone and o kly began cutting
and splitting
the arduous
With no per
household

in their hot, d

pefore turning to
planting season.
ere dug for

FFaTar Ac
dent occur:
young  man
after soma b
and falling,
up in an ins
was sent for
QU ression
hopeless frod
ment ho griv
day, twenty
opovrred,
was much r
the romsins
cemetory.

Not long aft] yal (O’Connor)
lost his life in a
horse-riding e the infant
daughter of
both familie
another O’
and the 22-
1931, with her eulogy noting her as a doting Aunt to her nieces and nephews, the children of

her eldest brother, Michael.
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Not everything, though, was sweet and rosy between the O’Connors and the Royals. During
the transition period between Langley and Terrick Terrick East, William sought legal action
to successfully recover £22 from his father-in-law, George Royal Snr, for money owed due to
the sale of eight bullocks, of which William owned two. The Riverine Herald reported that
George was looking to sell six of his bullocks when William asked if he could include two of
his bullocks in the sale to make a complete bullock team. Evidently, George agreed only to
renege on giving William his cash." No doubt, this soured their relationship and made

things somewhat difficult between Caroline O’Connor and her father.

To cap off a year to forget, not just for the O’Connors and the Royals but for everyone in
TerrickTerrick East, on November 19, 1878, during a heatwave, the temperature reached 110
degrees Fahrenheit (44 degrees Celsius). It was one of the hottest days the O’Connors had
experienced in the Colony, prompting the Terrick Terrick East newspaper correspondent to
lament:

O! Tennent, 2 Foster, and Guinness,

Of all the drinks, I love ye best.

When the weather’s hot, and the throat is dry,
When to slake their thirst, the sufferers try.
What drinks like ye? What mortal hand,

Can o’er untie the loving hand,

That lulls me to each well-known brand.3

It was surely a year to drive anybody to drink! One can only imagine how the O’Connors
fared in these first few years at Terrick Terrick East. Though arriving at a challenging time,
they were experienced mixed farmers, had some cash from their land and improvements
auctioned at Kyneton, and, with four 320-acre farms in proximity, some of the adversity was
offset through collaboration across their farms. Without this advantage, it is doubtful the
O’Connors would have lasted as long as they did on their Terrick Terrick East selections, a
point noted in Hutchinson’s Handbook of Victoria: Our Colony in 1880:

Selectors cleared land for cropping, but in reality, survived on little more than subsistence farming.
Small acreages of wheat or oats were cultivated, a vegetable garden planted, and pigs and poultry raised
along with a few head of sheep and cattle. Milking cows were kept for the sale of butter and cream.
Successful selectors were those who had some financial means, were able to access other land for grazing
purposes, or who depended on closely-knit communities based on religion, culture or family.'*
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The O’Connors were also confronted with serious difficulties beyond the demands of the
farm. In 1879, little more than a year after James had taken up his leasehold, he was
prosecuted in the Supreme Court of the Colony of Victoria by Charles Young, a prominent
Kyneton auctioneer and local politician, over an unpaid debt incurred before he departed
from Kyneton. The matter was ultimately settled through the public auction of James’s
farming equipment, livestock, and the improvements made to his Terrick Terrick East
holding. Although William O’Connor’s precise involvement remains unclear, the leasehold
subsequently transferred from James to his brother. 1> Thereafter, the historical record falls
largely silent until 1907, when James was tragically killed in a freak accident while working
at Guiseley Station, about 20 kilometres northwest of Walgett (below).'® A New South Wales
Coroner determined that he fell while walking beside the bullock team he was driving and
was fatally crushed beneath a wheel, after which James O’Connor was laid to rest in the
Walgett Cemetery.!”

WLLOCK DRIVER KILLED .
WA :Ii 1II;|:{ 1 :{\ II_“_I ‘_\l ; o l'\_’,I!‘L_I' ]I' . Daily Telegraph,
lock-friver on fi1iseley Station ‘l\'.r.-.\ las! I:'.- t Wednesday 22 May 1907.

run over by his wagaon and Killed.

While there were some good seasons, and the 1880s wheat boom brought temporary
prosperity to some, this was counterbalanced by a decline in local wool prices as a seemingly
endless wool clip wound its way from western NSW on paddle steamers via the vast
Darling-Murray River system to the river port of Echuca, and then to the Port of Melbourne
by train.'® Farmers at Terrick Terrick East had become trapped in a boom-or-bust farming
economy and an unavoidable cycle of debt. Further tough years in 1881-1882 left many
farmers broke, with every edition of the Government Gazette and The Riverine Herald listing
farmers, including the O’Connors, with unpaid rates and leasehold arrears. Many leaseholds
were suspended or, indeed, relet, including the 71-year-old Patrick O’Connor’s, which

reverted to the original lessee, Luke Daffey, in 1881.1% 20

Despite the challenges, William O’Connor made the most of the cards he had been dealt,
working long days to build a better life for himself and his family. Ideally located near a
good local road, it is very likely William supplemented his farm income by labouring for
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others, building fences, di wells and sinking dams, as well as carrying farm produce

with horse and bullock dré

SEINES

Farewell, Terrick

The mid-1880s saw a mass . Many
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labouring and commercial t Royal

and her husband George, :

Kanyappela, respectively. d with
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leasehold or lived with het

Echuca on the
Murray River,
circa 1870.
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On Tuesday, the 16" F
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ranging from £4 to £7
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Kanyappela for nearly a decade, presumably to help care for her parents, before returning to
Kyneton in the 1890s to reunite with her brother Michael and his family. At Kyneton, she

continued to farm sheep on a block in the Parish of Metcalfe, ten kilometres north of Kyneton

and 10 kilometres west of Balboora, her brother Michael’s farm at Pastoria. 2¢ Catherine, or

Kate as she was known, died in 1931 at Victoria House, a Kyneton guesthouse run by her

niece, Catherine Donaldson, bringing to a close a remarkable life. Catherine, who never

married, worked the land her entire existence and embodied the pluck, guts and grit

required to succeed as a pioneering woman. Her many nieces and nephews cherished her,

especially the children of her brother, Michael, and sister, Margaret, all mentioned in her

obituary:

On the 30th May, at Victoria House, Kyneton, Catherine O’Connor, beloved aunt of Mary, Margaret,
Catherine (Mrs. Donaldson), William, Michael and Patrick (deceased); also Frederick and Parick Royal,
Vera (Mrs. R. Power), Mona (Mrs. T. Power). Angela (Mrs ]. Hart), and Mary (Mrs Feegan), aged 74

years. R.1.P.?%

Catherine’s body was returned to Echuca, where she was buried with her parents.

VeEmiconAR AccrneNT- ~On Saturday after-
noon, about four o'clock, an accident took
pb_\oa. which, though a very painful one,
might have ended far more seriously, hap-
raned near O'Rourke’s Hotel. Tt appears
rom what information we ceuld glean, that
a spring-cart, with horse attashed, and in
which were seated a Miss O'Connor and her
two nephews, the latter being sons of Mr
George Royal, who “reaides near the Goul-
hurn, was being driven along Packenham-
strest. When near the level-crossing the
“ belly " band of the saddle broke, and
cau the horse to bolt., He turned
sharply round the corner into Annesloy-
strest, and, when in front of Hansen's
blacksmith’s shop, the cart collided with
the railway fence, and threw the occupanta
out, Miss O'Connor, when picked up, ap-
peared to be badly injured, and was con-
veyed to O’Rourke’s hotel, and Dr Eakin's
was sent for. Onthat gentleman arrivi
ho found that the ycung lady had sustain
several severe cuts and wounds on the head
and face, which necessitated the insertion of
about two dozen stitches. She had also
sustained internal wounds in the chest, The
eldest of the boys had received two or
three flesh wounds on the head and face,
but the other was uninjured. The cart had
both shafts broken off, and the sides were
considerably damaged, but the horse was
not hurt in the slightest.

Catherine O’Connor receives significant facial injuries
following a horse and cart accident in Echuca.

The Melbourne Advocate, Saturday 26 July 1902.

The Riverine Herald, Wednesday 16 July 1902.

DEATHS,

O'CoNNor.—Died at the residence of his son-in-
law, Geo Royal, Kunyappels, near Echuen,
on July 14, Patrick O'Connor, aged 91 years,
Patrick O'Connor was born in the year 1811,
on the 17th of March, in the parish of New-
castle, Limerick, Ireland, and came to Mel
bourne in the ship West Minister, landing on
the 15th of Angust, 18%9. R.I.P.

Funerar NoTioes.

HE friends of Mr.and Mrs, Royal and

Miss O'Connor are res tf!ully invited

to follow the remains of their late father,

Mr. Patrick O'Connor to his last resting place

the Echuca Cemetery. the funeral to leave

his late residence, Kanyapelia WEDNES-
DAY, 16th at 11 am. 11
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Rest in Peace, Patrick and Margaret O’'Connor

Patrick and Margaret O’Connor, the patriarch and matriarch of the Balboora O’Connors, spent
their final years living with their daughter Margaret at Kanyappela. Margaret died aged 80 in
1895, while the old Irishman, Patrick, passed away at 91 in 1902 (above).?® 2 They arrived
when Melbourne, part of the Colony of New South Wales, was little more than dirt tracks
and scattered timber buildings. They witnessed first-hand the infant colony grow into
nationhood, with Patrick living long enough to see their adopted land become the

Commonwealth of Australia, and Edmund Barton sworn in as the first Prime Minister.30

Margaret’'s Sadness

Of all of Patrick and Margaret’s children, it was Margaret who had experienced the most
profound sadness and grief in her Australian life. She passed away in 1930, with her final
resting place at Echuca Cemetery (below).?!

DEATH.

ROYAL—On September 1Gth, at hor
gnndn-law’s resldence, Easl Kew,
The Riverine Herald, Tuesday ?Inr:;l-l‘l:l. rafli:-ztc huf th-: late Ge-o]rli'-"!
"Hoyal, late o oca, loving mother

16 September 1930. of John  {deceased), Catherine
tideceased), Mary (Mrs Fegan),
Patrlck, N.8.'W,, Lsttie, Mrs Healy
foleccased), Fredrick, Helenn (Mrs
Itrady), Veronfca (Mrs R. Power),
Monjen (Mrs T. Power), Angela
Mra llart, at the age of 76 years.
R.1.P. 220

—

Her husband, George William Royal, suffered in his later years, dying in tragic
circumstances, while five of her twelve children predeceased her, with four dying in horrific
circumstances. In their first year at the Terrick Terrick East, George and Margaret lost their
young girls, Margaret and Catherine. At Kanyappela, they leased a small farm, and George
supplemented his farm income with farm labour, which took a disastrous turn when, not
long after his arrival, he severely injured his left hand in a chaff cutter (next page).>> George’s
capacity to work declined, and in 1912, he drowned in suspicious circumstances (next page).*
The sadness for Margaret continued when her daughter, Catherine, who had married
Thomas Power in 1906, was accidentally shot dead in 1918! The incident, widely reported
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across Victoria, was sensational because of Mr Power’s community standing. The piece from
The Ararat Chronicle captured the scene (below).** The following year, Thomas Power married
his late wife’s younger sister, Caroline. The unfortunate Catherine lies at rest with her
grandparents, Patrick and Margaret O’Connor, and her namesake, her Aunt Catherine, at
Echuca. To cap off these devastating events, Margaret’s eldest son, John, who had spent
some time as a mining engineer in Western Australia, lost his left hand in almost identical
circumstances to his father. Sadly, John’s hand was so severely injured that he died from

blood loss (below).3°

SERIOUS ACOIDENT AT KANYA-
PELLA.
——

Yesterday morning a man nnmed George
Williain R yal, in the employ of Mr Robert
Chambers, farmer of Kanyapella, met with a
very serious accident, by which he lost the
tingers of his lefr hand. He was engaged in
feeding the chafl-cutting machine, when, by
some means his hand got drawn by the rollers
under the knives, when, in an instaat the
whole of the fingers of the left hand, close ta
the palm and the thumb from the first joint
were cut off. 8o soon us Mr Chambers be-
came aware of the accident he, with great
promptitude tied a ligature across the wrist,
and st once arrested tho flow of blond. He
then harnassed up the horse, and brought
the unfortunats man o Echuca, a distwnce
of over nine miles, arriving here within an
hour, and took him to Mr Ges. Miller's
Farmers' Arms Hotel.  Dr Eakins wais at
once sent for, and, in conjunctien with Dr
Qsborne, put the pitient under chlo-
roform. In this state he remained from 11
o'clock until 1 o'clock, during which tima
they amputated the injured limb, taking
away the fingers completely. Upto a late
hour last night the patient was progressiug
as favcrably as could be expected. Mr
Royal is well known and respected in the
district, whero he has been u resident for
abuut 11 years ; he is a married man, having
n family of six children.  His bruther is a
woll known farmer, residing at Kanyapella.

FARMER'S WIFE SHOT.
Mrs. JPower, wife of Mr. T. M.
Power, J.U'., farmer, of Cornelia

Crees, Kyabram, was accidentally shot
dead last Wednesday afternoon.  Mrs.
Power and her husband were having
afternoon tea about 4 o'clock.  She
complained that crows were worrying
her young turkeys, Mr. Power got
his gun aund went out, IIis wiie
said she thought ome of the turkeys
had llown into the windmill tank, Mr.
I'ower climixd to the tank, apd while

there  heard a  shot, followed by a
moan. Ou  scrambling down off the
tank he found his wife 1ying dead”

alongside the dog kennel; she had
been shot under the arm. It is sur-
mised that she picked up the gun, and
with it in her possession, was tying up
the dog when the gun went off. Mrs.
i’ower was about 35 vears of age. She
leaves no fawmiiy.

FATALITIES AND ACCIDENTS.
—————

DROWNED IN A DAM

Koondeook, 12th |

Goorge ﬁh}‘.li. .'lgml about &

drowned in oa dam en

Gunhower

clind

:11‘--‘{; vesterday by a girl named Adoline
Cmith. Decossed had been akont the dis-
trics tor some years working on a thre-h-
inge machine. A hottle of Lrandy was d.'s
covired on the hank of the dom, and 'u--l
ceaced s dog was keepiag awateh, Mr, G.
N, JARs conducted an inguiry, and re-
crxded a verdict of death by drownmg.

The remwains wers interrad o the 1w

cemetery to-day. ]

OBITUARY.
Hﬁ: Royal.

The deuath ix reported from Echucean
of Mr Juhn Royal. formerly of Kyi-
brum. During the last three years
decvased hud resided at Echuci East,
whence he operated a chaff-cutting
plant. On Tuesday last he was en-
gnged cutting chaff at Mr H. L.
Halieu's property, Torumbarry, when

his left hand was severely mangled,
having been caught  in the eutting
section of the machinery. He was

taken Lo the Echuca Hospital. There
was a great loss of blood. An op-
eration was performed, but deceased
dill not regain consciousness, De-
censed. who was 47  years of age,
leaves a widow and four children.
Mrs Royal was a doughter of M
HRyun, of Launcaster. Deceused lived
some years (n Kyabrum, and his
death will be regretted by a Jlarge
circle of friends. The funcral took
place at Kyabram cemctery yesterduy
ufternoon. The cortege Wwas a
lengthy une. A number of wreaths
were plured upon the coflin.

The Riverine Herald,
Wednesday 13 October 1886.

Bendigo Advertiser, Tuesday
13 February 1912,

Ararat Chronicle, Tuesday 17
September 1918.

Kyabram Free Press, Friday
27 March 1925.
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William and Caroline Pack Their Bags

By the mid-1880s, William and Caroline O’Connor had probably had enough of Terrick
Terrick East. They ;
selections near Ech
East in 1886.% ¥An

Caroline O’Conno

the ring for land

on at Echuca
William and
de on their

leasehold, includin|

MARCH, 189y.

from Mr ¢ William
, by publie auction
on Saturday, 10h
aluable farm —

rioh : lturel

The R lnnd, being the

I tions of F. ﬂloyﬂ

25 July Wickham. in the
ricks Enst.

ich is surrounded by
D HopM . John

iller, M.,
u most .favorably
oad. The improve
tial, comprising sm
fcur rooma, large
ral milea of post and
perty is subdivided
paddncks, and 26

.38 Their

le their farming

The buyer was Jam|
memories of Terric
enterprise did not as where
William and Caroli
(1876) and Mary (1 (1880), George
(1882), Patrick (188 The O’Connors
were fortunate to have both the Terrick Terrick East School, which opened in 1876 with 58

children, and St Luke’s Catholic Church, built in 1874 and served by priests from St Mary’s

ildren, Bridget
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Echuca, operating very near their homestead.* Both the school and the church not only met
the young families” educational and spiritual needs, but they also offered a vital opportunity
for the Terricks” community to gather. One of the most celebrated gatherings, though, was
the annual Terrick Terrick East horse race meeting, where in 1887 William served as the Clerk

of the Course and returned from Echuca in 1888 to perform the same role (below).*

" S B, Two Yaan QLo Staxm—0f 7 sore. Bix
furlongs, weight Bat 7ib. Nominaticn, Ta

OK8 EAST RACING OLUB. | & Muimnkx Taor—Of 4 guineas, the gift of
r Pralt Broa. For all mares that bave

mmmw,ﬁh IAMB.IM.. never won public money, and which have
—— !mn‘ - mrﬂmby _th- ;rmﬁn;sﬂullli::
- BETING. ' n £ m
; Iw‘m‘m*:‘; ' & T nﬁ’:&' E. “nfiir ] 1 mile.
[ 3T i 4 No Raom s,
¥\_ P Judge : J. nm.‘q' Winner to be sold for 10 m,_nyonrﬂ
Blarter : Mr F, Marphy. to go to the rage fund, Weight not
Olark of Scalea + Mr T, A. n’.u.,,.., than 8 slooe. Nominstion G5, Post
“Cherk of Courwd : Mr W, O'Connir, entry. _
H-nﬂh:p.r: Mr G, Vanlea, Y.RO. Rules strictly adhered (o,

ohnﬂh--l!-u;. Pratt, Hyoes ’i'imhi'i' h:l;h:ﬂiulllsnf the a--!mTlo -llu-la:o The Riverine Herald, Saturday
nom, urne, anm orenell, 8 ominations for Terricks 1]
ord, Crows, , And Bhanabas, B.ndsam: Handicap Hurdles and Handicap 17 March 1888.
ROGRA 3 Trot, with names, sgos, igree, colors and
L Taut Suxm—=00 8 sove, 1} miles, | put performances, tn odged with the
weight for age. For all horsss Uist bava || secretsry, st Terricks Esst not later than 8
not won an adversised race rexcesding o w, Monday, 19th BMarch. Entries for
sove. Entrance, 8o Biakes, Maiden Trt, and Two-year old
9. Tanntoxs Easy Haxptear—0f 20 sovs, | Stakesnot later than 11 nm., myming of
with a sweep of 7s 64 cach €0 the secocd || thu races, Protests to be lodged with the
borss. Ons mile and & ball, Nominstion, || Becretary within & quarter of an hour of
1sov, wsath rece, socumpanied by 1 sor., same to be
3, Hunbtear Tmor—O 7 sovs., with & | forfeited it declared frivolour. First race to
aweep ul B¢ 1o the second borss. Nomins- || stast st 12,30 pm.  Weights &0 appear in

tion, Te. Three miles. Welght 11 stune, | the dryus March and Riserine fferald

Ponlea under 14 hands, § stone. 2dth Mael Al aweepatakes puyable at
4, Bunoroar Hunorea—Of 18 sove, witha | ecale.

aweepetakes of Ba to the sscond horse, P, M. MONAHAN,

Two milen. Nomioation, 16s. 1593 Houn

At Echuca East, William and Caroline had four more children, Michael (1888), Margaret
(1892), Catherine (1894), and Thomas (1896). Sadly, they lost both girls in July 1894, who
remarkably, were the same ages and bore the same Christian names as those lost by
William's sister, Margaret, in 1878! Margaret Mary and Catherine Ellen were buried in the
same plot, at seemingly the same time, which suggests they passed away in tragic
circumstances, either by illness or accident.*! The precise details of their deaths are not in the

historical record.

All of the Balboora O’Connors buried at the Echuca Cemetery are together in the same

section.®
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The Great Land Rush

ections in Now
Homestesd Beli i los.

. iser :—Of the
s o, s

about Y0 Dae ention o ntending 10

Corowa Free Press, Friday 10
April 1896.

Pastoral Times, Saturday 14
August 1897.

The Riverine Herald, Friday 6
December 1895.

Daily Telegraph, Friday 11
September 1896.

The Crown Lands Acts of 1895 precipitated a great land rush as people, especially farmers
living south of the Murray, applied with great zeal for selections in the Riverina of New
South Wales (above).* # The Government opened millions of acres for selection, and because
demand far outstripped supply, ballots and priority lists, jubilation and heartache, became
the norm. With farmers required to make individual applications, either in person or
through an agent, and be present on the day of the ballot, large crowds formed outside land
offices, with would-be selectors camping for days to secure a chance at winning a block. The
well-watered, fertile plains surrounding towns like Jerilderie, Deniliquin, Finley, Corowa,
and Narrandera were particularly popular. Many of the selectors were the children of Irish
immigrants who migrated north from Victoria in search of better opportunities. They
brought valuable farming experience and contributed to the growth of Catholic
communities, establishing schools, churches, and strong rural networks in places such as

Jerilderie and Finley.

90



DRAFT DO NOT COPY OR CITE THE BALBOORA O’'CONNORS

This frenetic period of land selection laid the foundation for the Riverina’s rise as one of
Australia’s mo
Echuca East,

obligations at
ry, and
James, would eorge and

1 H_u_rf_;"g_;’qbarua'Hr; A

s

permitted to re
journeyed hun witness
William’s nam ith his success,
one of William , bemoaning
to all and sund e

unsuccessful a

Jerilderie

In the mid-189 he Billabong
Creek, serving a rapidly growing farming community on newly opened selections, including

William O’Connor’s block at Booroobanilly.# It was a time described as:
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...the most progressive and busy period of Jerilderie’s history. The annual show was a big thing in those
days and extending over three days in duration. The Yanko and |erilderie and St Patrick’s Race Clubs
were founded and flourished. The Town Bank and Caledonian Society were born, and active
associations like the Farmers and Settlers’ body came into being. The rash of settlers and the busy,
populous stations made Jerilderie a hive of activity.*

JERILDERIE, Tuesday.

A representative meeting of residents of the
district was held in the Mechanics’ Institute here
on Saturday might., Mr. William O'Conunor, of
Booroobanilly, was voted to the chair and briefly
stated the object of the meetjng, which was to dis-
cuss the best means of urging on the Lands De-
partment to immedistely opeu a direct route

The Sydney Morning the surveyed road, a distance of five miles, from
Herald, Wednesday Jerildeme tuo Coree South, s0 as to wnable farmers
17 November 1897. to reach the town for wuter for themselves and

stock and also to give access to the raillway. It was
resolved that a letter be forwarded from
of the South Coree district to the department asking
that immediate steps be taken to have the road de-
clared open for traflic.

The weather is hot, the thermometer registering
over 100 the last two days.

At Jerildie, William became heavily involved in local political and farming matters (above).*

He was a founding member and secretary of the vice-president of the Jerilderie District
Farmers” Union, and secretary of the Jerilderie Farmers and Settlers” Association (below).> At
a time when the Department of Lands delegated land management decisions to local Land
Boards and Councils, William rallied farmers to ensure they had a voice in decisions
affecting their farming livelihoods, including water rights, access roads, railways, and
homestead selection rents. His deep involvement in advocating for the rights of Jerilderie

farmers and settlers led to his election to represent them at state-level meetings. >

Farmers & Sottlors’ Association

JERILDERIE BRANCH,

Jerilderie Herald and THE Monthly Meeting of tho Committea
Urana Advertiser, of the nbove will be held in the Juril.-
Friday 4 May 1900. derie Mechanics' Iustitute on SATURDAY,

lglh MJ\.RUH| al 3 p.m- .
By order of the President,

Wal. O'CONNOR,
Becratary,
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particularly Sir
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referendums of 1898-1900 and the creation of the Commonwealth of Australia

in 1901.52

Across the colonies, Federation Leagues emerged in towns and cities, organising public

sful Federation
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meetings, publishing pamphlets, lobbying politicians, and mobilising popular support for
the union. William O’Connor, clearly a committed Federalist, played a leading role in
establishing the Jerilderie Federation League (previous page), as these organisations
encouraged farmers, townspeople, merchants, labourers, and civic leaders alike to embrace
Federation as a pathway to economic unity, stronger defence, and a shared national
identity.5 5

The last of William and Caroline’s 12 children, Edward Joseph O’Connor, was born in April
1899 at Jerilderie and baptised a month later in Narrandera. While Edward lived and died as
William and Caroline’s son, he was actually the child of their daughter Mary.% 5 Mary
would marry Bernard Gannon in Narrandera in 1901, and the couple moved to Hawthorne,
Victoria. William and Caroline’s eldest, Bridget, married John Hennessy, also at
Narrandera.”” Bridget passed away in Narrandera in 1944, with her obituary noting that she

had come to the Narrandera district from Jerilderie.5®

Mark Whitby’s
Wheelwright,
Blacksmith and Coach
Factory, Jerilderie,
1896.

Conclusion

In 1901, fresh from his successful Federation campaign, William O’Connor once again turned
to the Homestead Selection system in search of prospects beyond Jerilderie. With his eldest
sons, James, John, and George, now young men and eager to secure futures of their own,
they too looked to select land. By August, their course was set when William and George
successfully secured adjoining selections in the Parish of Collie, County of Ewenmar, some
60 kilometres northwest of Dubbo.
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The move to Collie marked the close of William and Caroline’s twenty-two years of farming
across the Northern Plains of Victoria and the Riverina of New South Wales, a period defined
by both hardship and achievement. Through faith, resilience, determination, and steadfast
parenting, they equipped their children, Bridget, Mary, James, John, George, Patrick,
Frederick, Michael, Thomas, and Edward with the skills and character needed to forge
independent lives. William continued his political and community advocacy until about
1903, when his name faded from the local press, leaving Jerilderie as a respected and

influential citizen whose efforts had made a lasting contribution to the community.
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APPLICATOIN FOR LAND AT DUBBO,

DUBBO, Friday.

The followinog applications were Itdged at the
Duabby Lands Office yesterdav : - I. O'Keate, cou-
ditional purchase 80 weres, c miitinsl loase 249
acres, county Liacoln, parsh leiramungemine ; K.
G. Grogen, cunditional leass 81 acies, county Narro-
mine, parish Mingelo ; G. F. Nott, settlemrnt lease
6520 wores, countv Lincolu, parisii Adelyne. The
following honiestesd nelectionn were applisd for : —
W A. Jucobsen B2 acres, W. K. UCrouah 8! nores, J.
Lewis B2 ncres, allin couuty of Narromniae, parnsh
Wentworth , (3. W, O'Connor, 15 acres, G. W,
Hankmoro 445 acres, C. A, Ruukmore (two applica-
bons) 445 acres and 495 acres, W. O Conunor 495
soiee, all county of Ewenmar, pasish Colhe,

S ——————

DUBBO LAND BOARD.

Tan sittings of the Dubbo Land Board were
rssumed on Tueaday, and continued on .Wed.

nesday and Thu ‘ The members present |
r.

were the Chairman ( W. C. Cardew), and
Messrs. James Bamucls snd W. Leslie, - )

Houm&n BrLECTIONS, of W
John Thom . acres, parish ent-
worth, mlntﬂl Narromine ; disallowed,
deposit to be refunded.

illiam O'Connor, 425 acres, Eﬂlh of Collie,
county of Ewenmar. C. A. nkmore samo
block. 'Connor was suceessful in the ballot,

and subsequently the Board confirmed the ares

to him.

William O'Connor, 445 acrea, sh
of Collie, county of Ewenmar. G, W, mk-
more applied for same block. O'Connol woa
the and the land was afterwards con.
firmed to him,

Willism Alfred Jacokson, 82 acres, parish of
Wentworth, county of Narromine ; confirmed,

Michasl Edward Bharkey, 85 acres, of
Mingelo, county of Lincoln ; coafi y Crown
improvaments, £3 17s 6d.

alter Handley, 251§ acres, parish of Dubbo,
con . .

county of Goudon ;

Sydney Morning Herald,
Saturday 9 February 1901.

Dubbo Dispatch and Wellington
Independent, Saturdayl17
August 1901.

As with their earlier relocation to Terrick Terrick East, the O’Connor family’s move from

Booroobanilly in 1901 was ill-timed, coinciding with the Federation drought, an event that

saw Collie and its surrounds record the lowest rainfall in their history.* The drought ravaged

pastoral and agricultural holdings, causing numerous small selectors to walk off their land.5

The hardships endured by the O’Connors in these initial years were undoubtedly severe. At

Balboora and Lisfarran, the men undertook the laborious tasks of land clearing, sinking wells
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and dams, constructing essential buildings, erecting fences, and preparing land for cropping.
Caroline played an indispensable role, managing the domestic responsibilities of feeding,
caring for, and clothing her husband and sons, while also maintaining the vegetable garden
and poultry that supplemented the household’s survival. Most of all, she kept their spirits
high at such a demanding time. As the drought eased in 1903, it wasn’t long before William

and the O’Connor brothers were producing fine crops and quality sheep. With
approximately 60 per cent of their land under cultivation, their wheat yields consistently fell
within the range of four to five bags per acre, an above-average output for farms in the Collie
district during that time.® In an excellent season, their yield could triple these numbers.
Further dry years of 1905, 1907, and 1911, though, tested their resilience.

The dashed
area on the
map is
enlarged to
show the
selections of
William and
George
O’Connor.
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Still, sometimes adversity brings opportunity, and in August 1906, both William and George
drew additional Homestg n the
Parish of Tacklebang (belq holds.
These leaseholds increass George

held 1,454 acres (588 hect
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William and Caroline’s Children

The move northward to Collie was made without Bridget and Mary, who remained in
Narrandera with their new husbands, John Hennessy and Bernard Gannon, respectively.

Bridget and John had three children, Mary, Eileen, and John. Bridget passed away in 1944

(below).8
- _+—_- )
m MARY TURNER MRS. J. WENNESSY
The denth took plice @ Warren The death occurred on Saturday
recently of Mrs. Mary Turner, ap ald ]",'" of Mrs Hridget Hennemy wite
and respected resident of the Weat,| | B° Mr. J. Henntmy, of Narandera, at
st the age of A8 venrs. She wes a| | 0 Sge of "mf"“ Mre. Hennemy
daughter of the tate Mr. and Mes, | | X307 &0 ald and esteemed resident ol
W. O'Connor, of “Balboorn,” Callle. R‘;‘-'nﬂr'?' having cowe to the town
Rorn in Victorin, she had resided st | | OVET 40 years ago.  Sh: was a nalive
Warren for the B0 years. of Ryneton (Vie), and came 1o the
A family of ong @ aud flve dangh- | | AEirict from Jerilderie.  She was
) ) tebs murvive:  Ont SBEEr nnd and thres pg:uuﬂ of an amiable disposiiion,
Daily Advertiser Wagga brothers nlso survi . J, Hen-||2nd hed many frlends among young
. nessy, Narrandern; Messts. Frederick ﬂ" ﬂ%mmsﬂm reget 1o

Wagga, Friday 5 May 0'Conpor, “Lisferran,” ~ Colligy. John | o004 d I puvived by her
1944 O'Connor, “Gleuwuuﬂ," Col i3 H*lﬂl\“‘ d:lulh .'F"H el Constahie Jack
. O'Connor, “Franklands,” Eumungerie; H&fmiw. Hmt'v%:lem“' Jack
and Edward (PConnor, Neweastle, th gm o uw;a Sydney, and
Dubbo Dispatch Interment ook place In the Catho- ﬂtthl;nwﬂm ﬂt:;: P THAR
P , lic portion of the Warren cemetery, . Lm. 1:0 2 8lm s
= vived thers, Meprs Fred.
Monday 15 June 1942, erlek nnof, Edward, John (Callie:
and Michae]l (Belladoran) The fun.
eral moved frem the St Mels Church
for the Catholle portion of she Na:.
andera cemetery, The bfarerp were
Memry P. J. Kane, J. Groutech. J.
Pearsohh and M. Bourke, Mrx F.
Lindiey carrled out the funeral are

rangementy

The marriage of Mary and Bernard, though, was cut short by Bernard’s untimely death in
1906. Mary had two children with Bernard: Caroline and Michael, known as Clive. In 1923,
the 21-year-old Clive Gannon was riding trackwork for his uncle Patrick O’Connor when his
racehorse, Lisfarren, threw Clive from the saddle, breaking his collarbone and several ribs.’ In
1907, Mary moved to the Collie district and married James Bullen. They lived in nearby
Warren and had five children: Iris, Kathleen, Arthur, Marrea, and Margaret. James died in
1920, and in 1925, Mary married Charles Turner, a coachman, and passed away at Warren in

1942 (above).1011

James O’Connor, the eldest of William and Caroline’s sons, was 24 years old when the family
arrived at Collie. He, along with his younger brothers John and George, had done most of

the heavy lifting at Booroobanilly, assisting their father in improving the leasehold into a
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productive family farm. As they ventured north, all were keen and ready to establish their
is father. James
about 1915, before

, and newborn

own farms. Geg

married Eliza
moving with El
Eileen, to a Ho namble. He
remained there ped farm Balboora.

Ellen, George, and

).12 13 Eliza

James and Jane
Patrick. James d
O’Connor died

d was the o'dest son of a
four girls and cight boys,
om answercd the ¢all dur-
Feat War, one paying the
werifice. He § survived by
(who prier to her marr.-
bubbo wae Mis Jane Me-
Collic)., six daughters and
viz.: Margaret (Mrs. I.
er, Leura), Mary (Coon-
Nora (Mrs. J. Quilkeys
e}, Catherine (Mrs. J
ore Purk), Eileen (Collie).
illara), and George and
o lie). Brothers and -ist-
Mrs. Turner (Warren).
nessy (MNarrandera), Jack
Fred (Collie), Pat (Syd- |
ichagl (Balladoran), and |
Joseph (Newcast'e). Two

Gi/gandr d two brothers predeceas
brother.
Castlerea eral took place at 10 a.m,

luy, a’ter a service at St.
hureh had been conducted
Father Eviston, who also
at the gravesidg service in
blie portion of the Gilgan-
etery. The funeral was
ttended, especially by rTe-
the Co lie distriet,

il mrrangements were CAaT-
hy Mr. A. H. Roas,

Thursda

L P L [ 1
Eviston alse mode the trip to the
humestead. Deceased wie conveyed
into Gilgandra and ndmitted ta tha
Distrie: Heepital, where he passed
away about mid-night without ry-
gaining cons:ciousness ]

ALt
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John, or Jack O’Connor, as he was known, appears to have been a somewhat enigmatic
character. In 1900, while the family was living and working in the Riverina, the 20-year-old
was in Sydney with a Belgian, Josephine Korsten, registering the birth of a girl named
Yvonne Josephine O’Connor. John and Josephine subsequently married in Sydney in 1906
(below).'* In 1910, John and Josephine travelled to Belgium with the ten-year-old Yvonne, who
remained in the care of one of Josephine’s sisters.'® It is unclear when John and Josephine
made Collie their home; however, by 1911, they had a modest 430-acre (174-hectare) farm
just south of the Collie village, which, in part, surrounded the old showground and horse
racetrack.'® John and Josephine (below) had a second daughter, named Josephine, in 1912.
Over the ensuing years, they sold their original holding and acquired other farmland in
Collie, which they named Woodlands, where they remained for the rest of their lives.

John and Josephine
O’Connor, 1906.

The O’Connor family quickly established itself as a prominent farming family in the Collie
and surrounding districts. William passed on his zeal for civic and farming matters to his
sons, especially George, Patrick and Frederick, who all involved themselves in the Collie
Farmers and Settlers” Association, with George elected, along with S. K. Murray, in 1910 to
represent Collie farmers at the NSW Farmers and Settlers” Annual Conference and the NSW
Wheat Growers’ Conference.!” '8 George also became heavily involved in the Collie push for
a Gilgandra to Collie Railway, and as a member of Collie delegations, met with the NSW
Minister for Works in 1910 and 1914 to argue the case.”
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Despite being dawn-to-dusk farmers, it was not all work and no play for the O’Connors as

they forged many social connections. In 1915, George joined his sister-in-law, Josephine

O’Connor, in a local committee to raise money and plan activities for Australia Day. The

activities included picnic races, for which George was Vice-President of the Collie Amateur

Race Club, with Patrick and Frederick serving on the committee.?’ 2'The O’Connor boys also

boasted a much-vaunted reputation as singers and musicians. William, just like his father,

Patrick, had taught him, had tutored his sons to become lively fiddlers and passionate

singers. Much of their repertoire consisted of songs, tunes, and jigs from their Irish heritage.

Balls, socials, and dances were common events at Collie, often raising money for local

charities, including hospitals, schools, and the Church (below). The musicianship of the

O’Connor brothers was in constant demand at these events, and to use a contemporary

aphorism, the party didn’t start until the O’Connor boys were in the house.?2 23 24 25 26

COLLIE BOCIAL.

Fully 50 couples attended the sorcial
in miild of the Colhie Rt Clmrel The
music was supplied by Messr. @0 and
M. O'Copnor, J. Mitehell and J Ik
aellv. Mr. 5 Muorray was the Mt
The refreshmenws were provided on a
Isvish wseale, and served up an great
style by the ladies

COLLIE HOSPITAL BALL.

The ball organised by the residents
of Collie in atd of the Gilgandra Hos
pital funds was a pronousced success.
Thirty eouples were present, and had a
most enjoyable time. The hall was
prettily decorated for the oceasion, and
the arrangements were satisfactorily
carried out Music was gratuitousiy
-up]-lm-i h_'. Messrs. O'Connor Bros. J
Mitehell and T, Chapman, extras being
played by Miss Munro and others.
The mecretarial duties were in the R
able hu]-h. efl‘ Mr. J. C, Brophy. The
net result of the ball will amount
about £23 ~

COLLIE ODDFELLOWS

SOCIAL AT COLLIE

A euchre party mmwd danee at Collis
in mid of the Belgmn Fund was st
tended by about S0 ot jebes Th pries

winpers were Miss Clara Sooth and
Mesars, . Mitehell and . Rankmors
A tie Mr. Fred 0'Connor was ti

musician, and the refreshments wer
provided by Mesdames i
4. O'Uennor, Uhristi
art. l'l‘h‘l' and the Misses Muns
The wuse of the hall was gratuitousis
given by Mr. Pearce

COLLIE NEWS

On Thorsday evening,-25th, at the
newly erected residence of Mr. Chas.
Mouk, a farewell was tendered to
Mrs. H. Edwards, of ‘Baondy Jos,’
prior to her ng:[l.'n'ture from the dis-
trict. The evening was a most en-
joyable one, dancing and card play-
ing being indulged in until the
early honrs of last Iriday wmorning.
Splendid music was sapplied by the
Messrs. O'Connor Bres. aed H.
Meclutgre (all violinists). At 12
o'clock sharp all present were re-
quested to come to lancheon provid-
ed by Mr. Monk and lady frieods,
which was bighly appreciated.
Among the visitors present were Jim
McKeown (Coo-ee) and Mrs. Me-

O 'Conner
Mitchell, Stew

Keown,

The party didn't
start until the
O’Connor boys were
in the house.
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Aside from their musical talents, the athletic O’Connor brothers threw themselves into local
sporting contests. The Collie Farmers and Settlers” Association hosted an annual carnival

where local men| ic events. The

Dubbo Liberal an 1, which
attracted entries or boys did
exceptionally w off a handicap
of five yards in t rst in the
carry your chu won the
potato race and ard, 200-
yard, and 300-y er brothers,
Fred took first p of the day.?
The following y better,
winning the 100 ther Michael,
and the carry-yo o cleaned up
all comers, winn out of the

ground.? Six ye e axe, placing

second in the w

Michael and Patri
man holding the baby next to the boy on the middle front right. Note the solid timber tennis post to
the far left of the picture!
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Tragedy and Sadness

Tragedy shook the O’Connor family in January 1911 when Thomas Francis O’Connor, or
Frank as he was known, died suddenly from heart failure, aged just 19, while working with
James at Coonamble. Further sadness followed in March 1913 when their beloved father and
husband, William, passed away after a long illness, aged 65 years. The 65-year-old William
was a highly respected and skilled farmer who had become very adept at farming sheep and
cultivating crops such as wheat, oats, and barley in challenging, dry-land conditions. Not
only was he an exceptional farmer, but he also continued the advocacy work for settlers and
farmers that he had commenced in Jerilderie, quickly becoming an influential member of the

Collie Farmers’ and Settlers” Association.3!

The last known
photograph of
William O’Connor.

William O’Connor was a true Australian pioneer (above).*? He was born in 1847 of Irish
Catholic stock on a squatter’s sheep run in the Macedon Ranges north of Melbourne, before
the Colony of Victoria even existed, and lived to see the Federation of Australia, of which he
played an active role! At the time of his death, William, along with his wife, Caroline Royal,
had met every challenge of a pioneering life with determination, resilience, and a strength of
character that ensured their children were well-equipped with the knowledge, skills, and
attitudes necessary to succeed.
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The following obituary appeared in the Catholic Press, Sydney.*

DEATH OF MR. WILLIAM O’CONNOR

The death occurred recently at the Dubbo District Hospital of Mr. William O’Connor, of “Balboora,”
Collie, at the age of 65 years. Deceased had been a patient at the hospital at intervals, and bore his long
and trying illness with great fortitude. He was a native of Melbourne, and after following farming
pursuits in Victoria for a number of years, came to New South Wales some 12 years back, and had been
engaged in farming and grazing in the Collie area ever since. During his illness he was attended by the
Very Rev. Dr. Brophy and died fortified by the rites of the Church. He leaves a widow, seven sons and
two daughters to mourn their loss. The remains were conveyed to Gilgandra by train for interment
there. Very Rev. Dr. Brophy officiated at the graveside, R.I.P.

Little detail exists about the lives of William O’Connor’s elder sisters, Mary and Ellen. His
older brother Michael, who died in 1910, remained in Kyneton, raising his family on a farm
he named Balboora. Michael’s son, Patrick, later earned much public recognition as a
successful racehorse owner and breeder. William’s younger sister, Margaret, married George
William Royal, brother of Caroline O’Connor, and they had twelve children, ten of whom
survived to adulthood. However, two, John and Catherine, died in tragic circumstances.
William also lost his brother James to a dreadful wool carting accident near Walgett in 1907,

while his youngest sister, Catherine, died unmarried at Kyneton in 1931 at the age of 74.

William O’Connor’s niece,
Letitia Royal, who with
her husband Thomas
Healy established
Balboora, Finley.
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Several of the children and grandchildren of George and Margaret Royal (O’Connor),
William's sister and brothe

Letitia (previous page), who
1,060-acre (429-hectare) far
passed away in 1930, the p
2017, Balboora sold for $8
dairying country, with the
the district.>*

The Great War

Following William’s death,
retained the block within t
farms. Yet new difficulties
drought conditions were ti
the assassination of Archd
reshape the world. The kill
reaction of alliances, natio
regional crisis into a global

1914, Australia was autom
Australia was at war, and

The declaration of war co
Sydney Mail (next page) and
uniting Australians in a mi
volunteered in large numb
campaign in 1915, followe
the outset of hostilities, ma
work in the drought-strick:
acres to manage, the O’Co
enlisting. George, Patrick,
in 1917. Of the remaining
married with young childr

continuity of their farming operations.
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—PRICE—
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AN AUSTRALIAN WEEKLY

The declaration of war stirred deep
nationalistic emotion among the
young men of Collie.

WAR NUMBER—No, IX.

Many who enlisted in the early months of the war saw service as an exciting adventure.
When the O’Connor brothers answered the call, though, the danger and peril of the war were
well exposed, and they left Collie under no illusion that they might never see their loved
ones again. On Monday, 10 January 1916, the Collie community assembled to farewell seven
of their finest, including Michael and Patrick O’Connor, who were just days away from
enlisting with the Kookaburras at Mendooran on 12 January (next pages).*> % The Kookaburras

marched from Tooraweenah to Bathurst, rallying support and enlisting men on their way.>
While marching with the Kookaburras, Gundy Mills wrote to his mother saying, in part:

Well mother, we are having a bosker time going along, plenty to eat and drink and smoke, it don’t cost
us much. I hope you are not fretting about me, as I am having the time of my life. Every night the people
along the road have a spread for us, and a dance, so you can guess what a time we are having. I hope all
the people are well. Remember me to all and give them my love. Tell *Vic” to drop me a line, I wish he
was here, as there are some characters amongst us who would just suit him. Von would not know me
now, as 1 got my hair clipped right off as short as I could. We have about 50 Kookaburras now and
expect to have 200 before we finish. I think we are going to Bathurst Camp. All the boys here are well.
“Mick” and “Paddy” O’Connor and myself are in charge of a section each, we got promoted the first

day. We have 12 men each to look after; there are four sections altogether, so we are not doing too bad.38

109



DRAFT DO NOT COPY OR CITE THE BALBOORA O’CONNORS

Pictured at the Collie farwell were Caroline O’Connor at left front, with her son, Michael, next to her.
Seated at the front on the right side is Patrick O’Connor, alongside Arthur (Gundy) Mills and his
mother. James and Frederick O’Connor are standing on the right immediately behind the two
women who are behind Arthur and his mother.

Michael and Patrick were joined by their elder brother George, along with other Collie mates,
Theodore Meers and Donald Chisholm, who enlisted at Bathurst on 9 February 1916 (next
pages).” At 28, 31, and 33 years, respectively, the O’Connor brothers, popularly known as
Mick, Paddy, and Geordie, were a shade over the average age of enlistees, who were mostly
in their early to mid-20s. In March 1916, Michael, Patrick, George, and Gundy Mills received
one week’s leave from their training camp at Bathurst. The young men spent the time
catching up with friends and family, including a large gathering at the Collie Hotel (next
page).*’ George, while not in this picture, was spoken to by the Collie correspondent for the
Gilgandra Weekly, who said to him, Believe the people out there gave you a social evening, to which

George replied, You're wrong, they gave us a social week!*!
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— - - turu, as there was not sufficient room
GGLLiE HEWS at the tables for all present to sit
down at ono sitting.  *“Good Save
5 tho King " was sang and ~then the
health of tho soldier sons of Collie
was proposed and drank. The next
& mo o g 0f tho wives,
sweathearls of
as Brown who |
kein o glowing
anso the young |
sorvices. Other |
rs MeCuteheon,
and others,

——
(From Ouar Correspodent.)

‘T'o those who visited Collic Hall

kindness.  The
hat they wero
vod n wristlet
htely they were
Id be sent along

Gilgandra Weekly, F
14 January 1916.

1
b hig inability to
the lads God
urn was resd by

., and dancing
ndid mnsic be-
ss M. Henneay,

violin, H. Me.
amongst
h the masic
+, G. Mills and
being indulged
hit on Taesday

o were banquel-
ddy O'Conner,
Giddons, Jack
bbs and Mick

or
nor,
nor, and
t the

Back Row (L-R): 1 Charlie Monk, 2 Bill Bogie, 3 Ted Bogie, 6 Vid
Third Row: 3 Paddy McGrane. Second Row: 4 John Brophy, 7
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MORE OF OUR BOYS FOR
THE FRONT.

COLLIE ADDS TO ITS CREDIT,

THREE MORE FOR THE FIRING
LINE,

The consistency with, which the
district-of (,-oflm sends its yoang mon
to take part in'the great war which
threatens the supremucy of England,
aud is o test of efficiency and milit-
ary strength lor the Allics, is 7 amongst
the remarkabli cecrniting incidents
in these parts. There has, in some
places, been o lot of ﬂ.\g.ﬂappiug and
beating of drams, and a lot of plat.
form oratery from recruiting agents,
mombers of Pavliament, and so on.
The yonog men of Collie, backed by
the patriotism and enthusiasm of the
older residents, apparently need :o
such conxiug. Probably the airy
eloquence of stamp orators who like
to ligar their own voicos doea not ap-
pezi to them in the same way as their
personal convictions of the war and
its consequences. Quito unosten-
tationsly they step out of the home
and farm life and join the ranks.
Wesk by week they are going—men
who have grown np with each ather ;
some who for years bave beenm com.
pavions in the daily yicissitudes of
lifo—they are all goivg off with
kearts fall of pride to strike a blom
for King, couotry, and hooor. The
expmple set by eagh wan who goes
has its moral effect—others follnw.
This is the recraiting spivit of which
the people of Collie can justly feel
proud.

Duoring the pnst week the district
people have farewelled three more of
their young I'I'IQ:!---G'uU]'Rg O'Connor,
of "Ha.lbsum, Theo. Meers, son nf
\[r and Mrs J. Meers, ** The Pines,”

i Chisholar, u]|r><r~ people bave
1 .|_'| "ulm_‘ td live at Mr. Ballan-
13 ne's * Pine T " property, and
whom t,hu district welcomes as pat-
riotic citizons. All three are highly
respected b_} the peopls o
district:
It wag o complete surprise, .in. view
of the fact that tWwo of hin brothors
had already gone, whon George
O'Connor avunounced that he was
going to throw in his lot with the
rest of the boys and don the vniform.
His mother, like thonsands of other
sous’ motbers, exhibited that noble,
unselfish, sacrificing spirit of which
wo are all proud, and said, “ If it is

your daty, go."” Georgo has loft a
good property in order to do bis
share in the Empire's ight, and, with
the other boys who havo gome from
Collie, we say, * All honor to them.”
The ranks of cur Army include thres
of that good family—George, Paddy,
and Mick., -

On Satorday night lnst a eampli-
mentary smoks concert was tendered
M. Geo. O'Connor in the Collie
Hall. There was a good attendance,
althongh a number of country people
wore unsble to be present. Apolo.
gies were received from Messrs. C.
W. Brown, W. Pearse, and the
Megara. Morray. The ebair wag oe-
capied by Mr, J. C. Brophy, and the
gathering was warked by much pat-
riotic enthosinem. The chairman, in
n wice littlo speech, proposed che
tonst of “Qur Guest,” which was
supported by Messrs. . G. Christie,

ihe w !mla-‘
Thdic exnwple 18 sl emmh\

P. J. McGrane, 5. E. Sadler, H.
Myers, J. Kerney, E. Bogio, L.
Wheatley, C.- Mook, J. Mitchell, M.
Melntyre, J. Haovigan, and E.
Meors. The goest of the evaning was
presented with o safety razor outfit
aud amoney belt.  Mr. O'Connor, in
responding, thauked the people of
Collia for their kiodness. 1n the
conrse of a very plain and unassum-
ing specch, be snid be wns going to|
render whal assistance he conld ju_
the war, because ke :Im:agh: it wag
the daty of everyone who could to
put elul}li ing alue asida and give
hii re:vices to his conntry. He hoped
te be back amougst them when the
Aunstralinns had helped to win the
war. (Applause).

Daring the evening Thea, Meers
annoonced his intention of enlisting,
nod eaid he was going to Dabbo for
medical examination on Monday, Tho
announcement was received with
cheors, for it was known that Theo
‘bad beem “obaGff at . the bit " for
monthé past in:hf-eagerness to get
away.. - Quoite pontanconsly the
gn!hslmg 8ol abjut honoving him.
A vefy nico wrisfot watoh was im-
maodiately procanll, aud yonng Theo
wos made the rw‘pienl, for-which he
made a gracefu] acknowledgment.
Tho honh!a of the;parenta of the de-
parbing soldiers lma prnpqsad l:y Mr.
S. E. Sadler, ur;tinuppolu.d by sov-
eral of those ple-pt Refreshments
were served dnrlg t"le avan

ing, and

n very b pj tih was npqu‘( Souga
Wers req fo=nir s nor Bros.,
J\"l'ld,_ M @ Cnrtr'!.
anidh. . U-cLu

On Mouday qight there was a
gocial gathering fendered Mr. O'Con-
aor and Mr. K. Chishelm. There
was o largoe attendance, and the pro.
ceedings were of an enjoyable char.
actor, daveing being the chief
onjoeymont ‘lr [rophy occupied the
chair, and  eulogistio speeches were
dalivered by Messrs. Christie, Pearse,
MoGrano and Bogie. The popnlar
foacher ab Uallis presented each of
tho recrnit 1o wristlet wateh,
and they. _‘_H‘JM]-G -pu  effcctive
roply.” Songs und recitations were
rendered during tho evening. Dar-
ing the evening's proceedings it was
aunonnced that Mr. and Mrs. Pearse
wonld give betweon them £40 to the
frat Uollie boy ab tho front who wins
a V.C.

Gilgandra Weekly,
Friday 11 February
1916.

After an orientation and basic training at Bathurst, the O’Connor men, along with the rest of

Company B of the 45th Battalion of the Australian Infantry Force (AIF), boarded a train for

Sydney. Michael and Patrick must have impressed their superiors during initial training, as

both received promotions to Acting Corporal on 29 March 1916.

The Calm Before the Storm

On 14 April, George, Patrick, and Michael O’Connor, along with a handful of their Collie
mates, assembled at the Garden Island Wharf, Darling Harbour, Sydney, to embark on the

HMAT A40 Ceramic bound for Alexandria, Egypt, now as members of the 12" Training

Battalion (over pages).* Diaries kept by Private Edward Lynch from Bathurst, who also served

with the O’Connors in the 45t Battalion, provide a fascinating insight into the departure of

soldiers for the Great War.* Lynch described in vivid detail the rousing, and often tearful

send-off received by soldiers as they marched through Sydney to the Garden Island Wharf,
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where a crowd of relatives and an adoring mob of anonymous well-wishers, primarily young
women, awaited:

Through flag-bedecked streets we go ever onward. The windows and roofs of shops are gay with bright
flags and pretty, laughing girls. The crowds line the footpaths are happy in the bon camaraderie of their
farewell to us. Here and there are silent women in black, mute testimony to what has befallen others

who have marched before. We swing cheerfully on. 4 4

Soldiers walking along
Macquarie Street, Sydney,
on their way to their
transport ship.

Once the soldiers had boarded (below):

...suddenly the gates swing open and the crowd charges onto the wharf. We coo-ee and call and they
answer. Streamers are thrown from the wharf and we catch them. We're a happy-go-lucky, carefree
lot...we see two older women with eyes ever searching, searching for the last glimpse of a loved face.
They're the mothers and wives, the silent sufferers amongst the seemingly carefree throng. Men are
there too, brothers and pals calling and cheering us on and dads proudly erect and calm. 46 %7

An AIF
transport
ship ready
to leave.
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Private Lynch further described the multitude of young women singing The Boys of the
Dardanelles as they threw halfpennies to the soldiers, each coin adorned with their name and
address. By this time, the soldiers had climbed like monkeys all over the ship, and as the vessel

began to move away from the wharf, Lynch then recalled:

...men perched high in the rigging, commence to sing and soon the whole ship unites in a last
song of farewell to old Sydney...

Good-bye, Sydney town, goodbye,

We are leaving you to-day

For a country far away,

Though today I'm stony broke

Without a single brown,

When I make my fortune

I'll come back and spend it,

In dear old Sydney town. “®

The HMAT
A40 Ceramic.

How strange it must have felt for the Collie lads, not only as they waved farewell to their
family, friends, and sweethearts, but as they sailed on the around the bottom half of Australia
stopping at Freemantle in Western Australia, then to Columbo, Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) and
Bombay (now Mumbai) in India, through to the Red Sea, navigating the Suez Canal and then

a short hop in the Mediterranean to the seaport of Alexandria, near Cairo, Egypt!
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The poem (below), written by 17-year-old Eileen Chisholm to her sister, just hours after their
brother, Donald Chisholm_enli J : gge to

these brave young

Gilgandra We
6 April 1917.

with

shioe L'_j
In Egypt, they gathe recruits
from New South Wa hNNOr
brothers received ad a major
Australian base cam etry,
bayonet use, route of gas
masks. On 6 June 19 nia. They
disembarked on 16 ] stone
Camp on the Salisb g and
training base for Aug estern
Front. The training
trench warfare simu
Belgium.> 51 52
At Rollestone Camp, card
(next page) from George to 1sholm 1ncluded a picture o prothers and
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Eileen’s brother Don immediately after their team won a tug-of-war contest deck side on
their voyage to Egypt

No 1645 Pte G.
A Company 12t
Rollestone Camp

Dear Eileen
Just a P.L. to let 4
three weeks in <m
we got there but <
saw everything is
at 10 at night it s
left this is a photo
know one or two
practice.

Yours Sincerely
Geo W. O’Conno

well in Collie. We were
28 in shade the day after
eautiful country I ever

i time the sun goes down
lot thinner than when we
ve Ceramic. You may

¢ to do and I am out of

23 |
o
1eadn |
A |
/e |
6 T
Z

\‘\\\"Q"\"' R_'i\sim D
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Michael O’Connor also kept a diary during his service, and in it he described how he and his
brothers, while at Bathurst, played cricket against St Stanislaus, where he noted they got beat
by 26 runs. He spoke fondly of his send-off in Collie and had a bonser march through Bathurst
before embarking on the Ceramic. Michael recounted a stop at Columbo, Ceylon, where he
noted ...very pretty sight...had a real good time...plenty of beer. Michael enjoyed the trip up the
Suez Canal, where he ...passed by some big camps, thousands of troops and camels, splendid sights,
and saw a seaplane. He was, though, less favourable in his comments about Egypt, where he
lamented ... had a pretty rough time, hot winds had to cart our stuff on vans and pull them

ourselves.5

The Western Front

On 5 September 1916, the O’Connor brothers crossed the English Channel, arriving at
Etaples, Pas-de-Calais, France, which was home to the largest British Army base and training
camp on the Western Front. Here they remained until 22 September 1916, when they were
Taken on Strength and rushed into battle in the Somme region, at Gueudecourt, a village in
northern France.% As both Michael and Patrick held Acting Corporal positions, their roles
reverted to Private level as soon as they entered France. In contrast, on 3 January 1917,

George received a substantive promotion in the field to the rank of Lance Corporal.5 57 58 5
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The Germans were determined to capture Gueudecourt, whose extensive cellars and
dugouts held considerable strategic value. Throughout the winter of 1916, German artillery
pounded the village relentlessly, firing 5.9-inch (15-centimetre) shells at intervals of almost
one per minute, day and night. Michael, Patrick, and George, serving with the 45th Battalion,
laboured constantly to strengthen trench defences while rotating through intense artillery
barrages along the front line. Autumn rains had reduced the battlefield to a sodden
quagmire. Although winter brought bitter cold, temperatures rarely dropped low enough to
freeze the mud, leaving soldiers to endure exhausting, miserable conditions. The ordeal at
Gueudecourt ranked among the harshest experienced by Australian troops during the Great
War, and illness became widespread. Patrick fell seriously ill with nephritis on 17 December
1916. He was evacuated to England for treatment, returning to the Western Front on 22 June
1917, only to be hospitalised again a month later with trench fever, a lice-borne disease
common in the trenches.®® In March 1918, he was again sent to England, suffering from
pleurisy and, deemed unfit for further active service, was repatriated to Sydney aboard the

hospital ship Medic, arriving on 9 October 1918.6! 62

The Germans desperately sought to capture Gueudecourt, as the village’s cellars and
dugouts were of immense strategic importance. Night and day throughout the winter of
1916, the Germans fired 5.9-inch (15 centimetre) shells at the rate of one per minute into the
village. Michael, Patrick, and George, along with the 45" Battalion, worked hard to reinforce
their trench positions and rotate through artillery barrages on the front lines. The autumn
rains, though, had turned the ground into a quagmire, and as winter set in, it became bitterly
cold, but not cold enough to freeze the mud, which made it extremely difficult for the

soldiers in the trenches.

Michael was fortunate to survive his service on the Western Front. On 22 December 1916, he
became gravely ill with spinal meningitis and was admitted to a field hospital, prompting
authorities to inform his mother, Caroline, that his condition was considered life-
threatening.®® He was soon evacuated to England and admitted to Beaufort Military Hospital
in Bristol, where he was declared medically unfit for further service. Michael returned to
Australia aboard the hospital ship Barambah, arriving in Sydney on 8 April 1917, and after a
period of convalescence was formally discharged on 26 July 1917.% George also fell ill during
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the campaign, spending a week in a field hospital recovering from influenza after being
admitted on 5
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It was well-known in the O’Connor family that Edward was itching to wear the uniform and

join the fight against the Germans. On 4 June 1917, his mother, Caroline, signed her

permission for her youngest to enlist at Dubbo, and the Collie community gave him a

rousing send-off (below).% 70 7!

SEND-OFF AT COLLE

TO PRIVATE NED O'CONNOR
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Edward O’Connor

Edward O’Connor formally enlisted at Victoria Barracks, Sydney, on 3 August 1917, and was
immediately included with the Machine Gun Reinforcements Technical Training Battalion at
Liverpool. Following his initial training, he embarked with the 1st Pioneers on the HMAT A38
Ulysses on 19 December 1917, bound for England. The ship was part of a convoy led by the
British warship HMS Encounter, with Australian destroyers HMAS Parramatta and HMAS
Yarra providing escorts for sections of the journey. During this time, German submarines,
called U-boats, were actively targeting troop ships in the North Atlantic Ocean. Rather than
steering a course directly for England, the HMAT A38 Ulysses first arrived in Suez, Egypt, on
16 January 1918. After a short stay, the ship then embarked on a brief sea journey to Port
Said, Egypt, where the HMAT A38 Ulysses crossed the Mediterranean Sea and disembarked
the 1st Pioneers at Taranto, Italy. The 1 Pioneers then took a lengthy train journey to
Cherbourg, France, where they boarded another troop ship for a short voyage across the
heavily guarded English Channel, arriving at Southampton, England, on 13 February 1918.
Following his convoluted journey across the world, Edward O’Connor found himself in
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intensive training at the Sutton Veny camp in Wiltshire, where he remained until 24 January
1919. Edward then crossed the English Channel once more, where he was taken on strength
as part of the 14" Reinforcements in France. Edward, though, saw minimal action on the
Western Front. From birth, Edward had had infantile paralysis, which caused significant
atrophy of the muscles of his left thigh, an impairment that his commanding officers believed
would expose him on the frontlines. Edward argued that he was fit to fight, but to no avail,
and he was transferred to non-active duties in the Graves Registration Detachment, a
deployment he held until the end of the war (below).”? 73

CRAVE To GE PoT 1 SINGLE  crAvies
Members of the Graves
Registration Detachment,
Australian section, of the
Imperial War Graves unit
loading bodies from a mass
grave to be put in single
graves.

- r - b R
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL P04541.001

The Marthaguy Shire Council decreed that each soldier returning from the war would be
honoured with a gold medal. When Michael O’Connor came home, the Collie community
gathered for a celebratory banquet, where local dignitaries paid tribute to his service. Amid
warm applause, Mr M. J. Brophy awarded Michael with his medal on behalf of the shire
council. In presenting the medal, Mr Brophy told the gathering:

It was a source of great pleasure to be present to welcome Mick O’Connor home again. After being in
France for some time the young soldier had the misfortunate to be stricken down with the awful disease,
meningitis. However, Private O’Connor had done his duty — a fact on which he might well feel proud!7*

While overjoyed with Michael’s return, Caroline O’Connor knew in her heart of hearts that
George would not again touch the soil of Balboora. Just days after Edward’s enlistment,
Caroline received the devastating news confirming that Lance Corporal George William
O’Connor (next page), or simply Geordie as she called him, had been killed in action in

Belgium on 7 June 1917 (next page).” 70 77 78 7
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Lance Corporal George William O’Connor
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Messines Ridge, Belgium

By 20 January 1917, German forces had begun withdrawing to the fortified Hindenburg Line.
The next objective for the 45th Battalion, including George O’Connor, was the capture of
Messines Ridge in West Flanders, Belgium, a position of immense strategic importance. In
preparation, the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company had secretly placed nearly one million
pounds (450,000 kilograms) of explosives within 24 mines driven up to 30 metres beneath the
ridge. The artillery bombardment commenced on 31 May 1917, and at 3:10 a.m. on 7 June, as
the Allied barrage intensified, the mines were detonated. Nineteen colossal explosions
destroyed the German front-line positions, killing an estimated 10,000 soldiers and creating
what was then the largest manufactured explosion in history, reportedly heard as far away
as London and Dublin. Lance Corporal George O’Connor witnessed the overwhelming force
of the blasts, which shattered German defences and morale. Infantry of the 13th and 14th
Battalions advanced swiftly to secure the ridge, while the 45th Battalion followed in support,
clearing surviving resistance. Many German troops had taken refuge in ruined farmhouses
and reinforced concrete shelters, from which they continued to fire upon advancing
Australians, fire that would tragically claim the life of Lance Corporal George William
O’Connor.® 81 82 8 The actions of Australian soldiers at the Battle of Messines were later
documented by military historian Will Davies and helped inspire the Australian feature film
Beneath Hill 60 (below).8

Beneath Hill 60—

Messines Ridge,

% - » ; : Belgium, Western

’ - R 39 ~ - Front, 7 June 1917.
will DAVIESS 33

EDITOR OF THE BESTSELLING SOMME MUD

THE EXTRAORDINAL
WAGED BENEATH THE

NOW A MAJOR NEW FILM
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During the Great War, the Red Cross played a vital role in examining the circumstances
leading to the injury and death of many soldiers, a task too time-consuming to be
undertaken by the military leadership. A Red Cross investigation of George’s death revealed
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In a fitting memorial, a marble plaque in George’s honour was made in Dubbo and sent with

his brother Edward to place on his Western Front grave (previous page). Unfortunately, his

Belgian resting place could not be located, and the stone was returned to Australia, where
the family laid it at the entrance of the old Collie Catholic Church.® Rest in Eternal Peace,

Lance Corporal George William O’Connor!8®
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Gilgandra Weekly,
Friday 30
November 1917,

The Collie community, with many of their sons in the Great War, was obviously very keen to

support the Australian war effort, raising £752 for their Community War Chest.®” Caroline

O’Connor’s generosity, patriotism, and community-mindedness made her one of the most

respected figures in the Collie district at this time, so much so that in the Great War

fundraising competition for the district’s most popular woman, she fell short by just 50 votes,

receiving 19,022 to the winner’s 19,072 votes (above).%
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The Belgian Collie Girl

Gilgandra Weekly, l
Friday 2 February
1917.
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travelled to Belgium in 1910, their ten-year-old Yvonne remained there in the care of
Josephine’s sister. # In 1917, with Belgium under German occupation, a daring effort was
undertaken by the O’Connors in Collie and Josephine’s family in Antwerp to return Yvonne
to her parents. News of the successful repatriation was well-received in the Collie district
(previous page).”’Alas, just four months later, Belgium would become the final resting place for

Yvonne’s uncle, George O’Connor.

Post War Blues

When the welcome-home celebrations faded and medals were quietly placed away in
drawers, a subdued melancholy settled over Collie. Families mourned those who would
never return, while the men who came home were no longer the carefree and cheerful lads
who had marched away with the Cooees and the Kookaburras.”! For the O’Connor family,
George’s death left a wound that cut deeply; once a respected community leader and an
inspiration to his brothers, his absence was profoundly felt. Patrick, Michael, and Edward
returned bearing the unseen scars of war, and the lingering illnesses suffered by Patrick and

Michael cast a long shadow over their remaining years.

Patrick
O’Connor
and Olive
Paton,
1920.

Michael
O’Connor
and
Kathleen
Cridland,
1918.
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With the war an unspoken memory, Patrick, Michael, and Edward O’Connor all married and
settled back into farming life. Patrick married Olive Pearl Paton in Gilgandra in 1920 (previous
page),”? a match made six years earlier when Olive’s sister Eva married Patrick’s good mate
Joe Mitchell in her hometown of Burrendong. As Joe’s best man, Patrick presented both Eva
and her bridesmaid, Olive, with gold brooches.”* No doubt Olive held this gift close to her
heart during the war years, praying for Patrick’s safe return. Patrick and Olive had eight
children: Owen, Elizabeth, Colleen, William, Clare, Thomas, Patricia, and Michael. Patrick
farmed Glenwood until 1930, when his deteriorating health forced the family to move to the
more favourable climate at Waitara, a northern suburb of Sydney. In 1934, Patrick wrote to
the Gilgandra Weekly (below):

LIKES WAITARA. NEWS FROM MR. P. O'CONNOR

We are in receipt of the following letter from Mr. “Paddy” O’Connor, a former well-known identity of
the Collie district, who some short time ago took his departure for Waitara, in the Newcastle district, in
the-hope that the change of climate would prove beneficial to his health, which has been impaired as the
result of war injuries. We note with pleasure that he is contented in his new surroundings, a view that
will be shared by his legion of friends, especially at Collie. “We are settled down here now in our own
home, and it makes a lot of difference, as when one is in a rented house it doesn’t seem to be homely. I
can do a bit of poking around to keep me out of mischief. This is a beautiful spot to live in—the climate
is just it, only it rains a little too often, and when an old “cocky”” growls about rain it's too bad. I took a
run up to Newcastle last week and saw Ned. He is a real business-man now. I was quite surprised to
find him so efficient at the job. He has a nice little business, in which he lives, and has another one that
he rents. I have been getting the paper very regularly, and enjoy every line of it —it, is like a letter from
home to me down here. I often run against some of the people from up there when in the city. I am
thinking of taking a car run up that way very shortly. Remember me to all the old friends.” %

Patrick passed away six years later, aged just 55, and he is buried in the Macquarie Park
Cemetery with the inscription, My Husband, Our Father. Olive O’Connor passed away in 1957
and is buried with Patrick, bearing the inscription His Wife, Our Mother (next page).*

Upon his return from the Western Front, Michael O’Connor wasted little time in marrying
Kathleen Cridland at Dubbo in 1918 (previous page).” They made their home at Balladoran,
where Michael selected a 609-acre (247-hectare) block, later adding two adjacent blocks,
resulting in a 1,838-acre (744-hectare) farm he called Frankland, in a nod to his dearly
departed brother, Frank O’Connor. Michael and Kathleen had six children: Francis, Mary,
John, Leo, Joan, and Patrick. Kathleen O’Connor, who had a serious illness, sadly passed
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Dubbo.
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widely known and highly re:pect-
| e¢. When the call came to our
) nianhood duiing the Great War
| divs of 1914-18, deceased was
one of four brothers who answ-

¢red that call.  One brother,

Geerge, paid the supreme sacri-

fice. Returning 'from the war,

the late Mr. O'Connpr beczme
the owner of “Glenwood,” Collie,
which he kept posse:sion of until

on the morning of 1
Mr. Pat

[ DFATH OF MR. PATRICK |

|

i

he pazsed Way . About eight| N

years  ago, due to indifferent
health, he went to Sydney to re
side and was located at Waitaib.
Deceased is survived by a widow
and eight children, the youngest
\hein three yecars, and to these
t

2 sympithy of a large circle of
friends will be extended in their
scd bereavement, The children
are: Owen (Glenwood, Collie),
William, Tom, Michacl, Elizabeth,
Colleen, Cluire and Patricia, all
of whem jeside with their mother
at Waitara, Deceared is also sur-
vived by the following brothers
and sisters: Mr. Joh, 4
(Collic), Mr. Frederick 0'Con
nor (Collie), Mr. Michael Q'Con
nor (Balladoran), Mr, Edward
0'Conno: (Neweastle),  Mrs.
Turner (Warren) and Mrs, Hen-
nessy (Narranders) .

The body was removed from the
hospital to the Cutholic Chuxch,
Waitara, where Benediction wax
held Sunday night and a Requiem
Mass o, Monday morning by the
Rev. Father Hall. The fuperal
left the chu.ch for the Catholic
portion of the Northern Suburbs
Cemetery, Fathes Hall also offici
ating at the graveside.

Funeral arrangements were ¢a™
ried out by Mr. W, N. Bull, of

awtaw.,

Edward O’Connor and Claudia

Balboora, Collie Listed for Sale

After the granting of probate on George’s est
family control. At Christmas 1923, following
discussion, James and Patrick O’Connor, acti
estates, elected to place the entire holdings u

January 1924, advertisements were duly publi

Advocate, and the Sydney Stock and Station Jour

February (next page).”
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The successful buyer was Frederick O’Connor!

mportaat - (learing Sale
Wedoesday, Febroary Bih.

Commeneing at 10 o’clock.

A. TOWNSBEND & SON and MILLER
and JAMES,

Auvctioneers in conjunelivy,
HAVE been instructed by the Executors
of the Estates of the late G, W, and
Wui. O'Connor to sell by auction at
‘‘BALBOORA,'' COLLIE, on the nbove
date, the PROIERTY, 8STOCK, FARM-
ING PLANT ond MACHINERY.

Tiis desirable property comprises 2900
acres of Homestewd Beleetion; boundary
feneed and netted, and sulslivided with
petting into 10 puddocks.  Watered by
large tunks, giving permanent supply.
330 aeres elearal for cultisation; all
necessary ringbarking ¢ompleted: coun-
try picked up and rabbits ploughed out;
2 Homesteads, Bheep Yards, Chaff Rueds
and  Machinery Sheds; couneceted by
‘phone to Collic,

16 HEAD HORSES (Draught).

24 HEAD CATTLE.

673 Merino Ewcs, 4, 6 and S-tooth, with
50 per cent. lamba at feot and still
lambing. k

374 Merino Welhers, 4 and G-tooth (cut
I8/- worth of wool).

01 Merino Ewe Hoggets.
72 Merino Wether Hoggets.

153 Lambs, May and June irop,

The whdle of the wool from this clip

averaged 214d per 1,

All Machinery, Wagygon, Drays, Chafl-
cutter, Harness, Blacksmitli's Tools,
30 Tons Wheaten llay, 20 Tons
Prime New Scaron ‘s Chafl, 20 Bags
Good Clean Beed Wheat (Schueideor),
180 Tons of Wheaten Ensilege in
two pits.

LUNCHEON PROVIDED.

MILLER & JAMES,
A. TOWNSBEND & BON,

Auctioneers, Gilgandra,

Conclusion

The Dubbo Liberal
and Macquarie
Advocate, Tuesday
29 January 1924,

During their first two decades at Collie, the Balboora O’Connors achieved notable success in

farming and actively contributed to local civic life, social events, and sporting pursuits,

especially cricket and tennis. Yet it was during the Great War that their commitment was

most deeply felt, with four sons serving, George making the ultimate sacrifice, and the
family raising funds with remarkable dedication. The period was also marked by the tragic
death of young Frank and the passing of the indomitable William, as well as the marriages of
Patrick, Frederick and Michael. At the centre of it all, though, stood Caroline, whose quiet

strength held the family strong.

By 1924, with the 2,900-acre (1,174-hectare) Balboora in the hands of Frederick O’Connor, he
joined his cousins, Patrick O’Connor at Kyneton and Letitia Healy at Finley, to hold

properties bearing the Balboora name. Chapter 6 — Fred’s Balboora 1925-1955 focuses on the life

and time of Frederick O’Connor and his family at Balboora, Collie.
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Bullen, Portland, and Wallerawang.
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% National Archives of Australia, Australian Military Forces, O’Connor, Patrick, op. cit.

% National Archives of Australia, Australian Military Forces, O’Connor Michael, op. cit.

8 Pleurisy is inflammation of the pleura—the membrane surrounding the lungs—that causes sharp chest pain with breathing, while pleural effusion is the
abnormal buildup of fluid in the pleural space, often resulting from infection, injury, or disease.

& Gilgandra Diggers, op. cit.

62 National Archives of Australia, Australian Military Forces (n.d.). O’Connor, Patrick, op. cit.

8 Meningitis is an inflammation of the protective membranes (meninges) surrounding the brain and spinal cord, typically caused by a bacterial or viral
infection, and can lead to serious complications if not treated promptly.

& Gilgandra Diggers, op. cit.

& National Archives of Australia, Australian Military Forces, O’Connor Michael, op. cit.

% Gilgandra Weekly, Friday 19 January 1917

8 Gilgandra Weekly, Friday 9 March 1917

8 Gilgandra Weekly, Friday 22 June 1917

8 During World War I, Australians under the age of 21 required written parental or guardian consent to enlist.

™ Gilgandra Weekly, Friday 10 August 1917

" O’Connor, |. (n.d.). Private Photograph Collection. Edward O’Connor.

72 National Archives of Australia, Australian Military Forces (n.d.). Australian Imperial Force: Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad,
O’Connor, Edward Joseph. Available at: https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/Viewlmage.aspx?B=7991698

78 Australian War Memorial. (n.d.). Image PO4541.001. Public domain. Available at: www.awm.gov.au/collection/C1078532?image=2

™ Gilgandra Weekly, Friday 13 July 1917

™5 Gilgandra Weekly, Friday 17 August 1917

8 Dubbo Dispatch and Welington Independent, Tuesday 28 August 1917

™ Gilgandra Weekly, Friday 24 August 1917

78 National Archives of Australia, Australian Military Forces, O’Connor, George William, op. cit.

™ O’Connor, |. (n.d.). Private Photograph Collection. George O’Connor.

8 National Archives of Australia, Australian Military Forces, O’Connor, George William, op. cit.

8 Australian War Memorial. (n.d.). The Battle of Messines June 7th. Available at: https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/encyclopedia/messines

8 Virtual War Memorial Australia. (n.d.). The Western Front — The War Underground. Available at: https://vwma.org.au/collections/home-page-stories/the-
underground-war---tunnellers-and-miners-in-the-great-war

8 Carlyon, L. (2008). The Great War. Pan Macmillan Australia, Sydney

& Davies, W. (2010). Beneath Hill 60, Random House Australia (Vintage Books), North Sydney.

8 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 3 September 1953

8 Australian War Memorial. (n.d.). Australian Red Cross Society Wounded and Missing Enquiry Bureau files, 1914—18 War: 1645 Lance Corporal George
William O’Connor, 45th Battalion, AIF, 1DRL/0428, Australian War Memorial, Canberra.

& £752 in 1917 is roughly equivalent to about AUD $132,000 in 2026 adjusting for inflation and CPI.
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8 |n 1910, John and Josephine O’Connor registered the birth of another girl named Yvonne J O’Connor, in Sydney. Yvonne Josephine A Chowne
(O’Connor) died in 1957, with her grave indicating her birthdate as unknown.
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9 The Cooees were the volunteers of the 1915 Gilgandra Cooee Recruitment March who walked nearly 500 kilometres to Sydney, calling “cooee” through
towns to encourage enlistment and growing from 26 men to more than 260 by joumney’s end. The Kookaburras were a similar recruiting column that set out
from Mendooran in 1915, using marches, rallies, and patriotic ceremony to draw local men into the AIF as communities across rural New South Wales
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9 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 25 July 1940

% O’'Connor, I. (n.d.). Private Photograph Collection. Wedding — Michael O'Connor and Kathleen Cridland.
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Fred and Eileen

Frederick O’Connor and Eileen Chisholm were well-known to each other, with Fred’s
brother George and Eileen’s brother Donald the best of mates. They married on 24 October
1917 at Gilgandra (below).? Eileen was the daughter of Donald and Ellen Chisholm. Donald
managed Pine Lodge near Collie. Before moving to Collie, Donald, a Scotsman, managed
sheep for the Scottish Chirnside family, who, through the 1800s, had assembled one of the
largest sheep-grazing empires in southeastern Australia.

nRPIIe pailette silk, trimmed Maltesc Tuce,
'mm ‘BBL[‘S : white silk ruched hat, saxe blne vel.
> vet roses and streamers. The bride-
groom's present to the bride was &
O'OONNOR—'CHISHDLM gold cable bracelot, tugegh?r with &
— bouquaet of urmwdmpi:;.h:hu nf ;I:z

Waedneadsy, October 24th, it valley, and muiden hawr fern; an
nno Bonn .nnCM.'hilio Chureh, Collis, ths bridesmaida gold basket buagle,
the marringe waa celebrated by Rev. and bouquot of sweet and roses. The
har Parker (G‘“glﬂ‘l'l) of Mr pride’s present to the !Jndogronm
erick O'Connor, son of Mrs W. waa a pair of gold alesve links. The

‘Connor, “Balbors,” with Miss pride's travelling frock ws{ of nlllrry
A J Chisholm, daughter of crepe de chone, white sailor collar, . .
oo I Mre D, Chisholm, “Pine hat en snite, white ostrich neck bos. Gilgandra Weekly, Friday

" Gilgsndrs. The bride en- Ths wedding breakfast was held at 2 November 1917.
red tho church, which was nicely Mr J. Brophy's Collie Hotel. Great
ocorated by lady friends of the credit is dae to Mrand Mre Brophy
rido, on thearm of her father, who for the excellent, and most elegsnt
gave hor awny, She was sttended manner in which averything waa
by her [only sister, Miss Kathlésn carried out. Daring the afterooon
Chisholm, ns bridesmaid, Mr Mick the happy couple left, mid showers of
0'Connar, brother of the bridegroom, confetti, by motor car for Gilgaodra,
lacted as hest man. The bride was where they caught the train for
attired in m gown of ivory crepe de Sydney, where the honeymoon will
lchene, trimmed shadow lnce, With bo wpent. Thoir future home ia
toaches of silser. The orthodox “Lisfarven,” Collie, To the nowly
wreath and veil being worn. The married couple we extend our hearly
lbridesmaid’s frock was of white gopgratulations.

In the years before William’s death in 1913, he and Caroline O’Connor were living in
Brisbane Street, Dubbo. After his passing, Caroline returned to Balboora, where Fred and
Eileen cared for her following their marriage. Photographs taken at Balboora show Caroline
and her daughter-in-law Eileen seated in a sulky, and Caroline enjoying the sunshine while
knitting (next page).* Declining health in the late 1920s eventually forced her to leave Balboora
and return to Dubbo, where her son Jack cared for her until her death on 4 September 1929.
Caroline’s passing was deeply felt by the O’Connor family and throughout the Collie district;
the Gilgandra Weekly remembered her as one of its most generous and respected residents,
whose life would remain imprinted on the sands of time.5 while an obituary published in The

Catholic Press eloquently speaks to the love and admiration she inspired (next page).®
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Farming Bal/boora

Shortly after taking the reins at Balboora, Fred, as well as Patrick McGrane, Charles Monk,
Solomon Murray, Morton McDonald, William Barr, John Brophy, William Pearse, and
William Fife, was interviewed in the Collie Hall by members of a NSW Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Public Works charged with investigating the viability of a rail line
between Warren and Quambone (next page).” In his evidence to the standing committee, Fred
noted that he lived at Lisfarran, via Collie, and he was a farmer and grazier with about 2,800
acres. He said that, in this district, a mixed farm of at least 1500 acres was required to sustain
a family. He noted that the country around Collie was ideal for fattening cattle and sheep,
and in favourable seasons, he could harvest up to 14 bags per acre. He also indicated that
farming in the area was somewhat slipshod, with little attention paid to scientific farming
methods, and he concluded his contribution by suggesting that successful farmers were
those who conserved ensilage.® Fred O’Connor had an enviable reputation as an expert
farmer, and in 1930, Fred received widespread acknowledgement for his use of ensilage with

the Daily Express Wagga Wagga noting:

Mpr. F. O’Connor of “Lisfaren” Gilgandra, has demonstrated the value of ensilage to stockowners in
that district. All through the dry spell Mr O’Connor has fed 2,000 sheep and lost only 10 head in 12
months. He marked 80 per cent of lambs.°

Fred and a handful of others interviewed by the standing committee were an influential part
of Collie’s commercial and social fabric. In the 1920s, the Collie Hotel was run by a handful
of them with interlocking responsibilities. William Pearse owned the hotel, while John
Brophy leased and operated it as the licensed publican. The property was financially
supported by three mortgagees, Fred O’Connor, John Fenton, and Charles Monk, who jointly

held security over the hotel and effectively underpinned its operation.

The Great Depression

The 1930s proved an exceptionally difficult decade for the O’Connor household. The onset of
the Great Depression, triggered by the collapse of global financial markets in late 1929,
brought unprecedented hardship to farmers across western New South Wales.!" Wheat
prices fell from more than five shillings a bushel in the late 1920s to below two shillings by
1931, while wool values halved, leaving little profit once the costs of seed, machinery, and

freight were met.!? Severe drought conditions and the intensely hot summer of 1929-30

137



DRAFT DO NOT COPY OR CITE THE BALBOORA O’CONNORS

compounded the crisis, as crop failures and wind erosion coincided with collapsing markets,
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As if conditions weren’t difficult enough, a double disaster in August 1932 placed further

stress on the O’Connor household. Fred’s harness shed was destroyed by fire, and just days

later, he and Jean were travelling in the sulky when the horses shied, overturning the gig,

significantly damaging both sulky and harness. Thankfully, neither Fred nor Jean was

injured.®

Gilgandra Weekly,
Thursday 4 July
1935.

DISTRICT
CONDITIONS

» REPORT FOR JUNE

By Mr. B. M. Arthur

Ne ‘rein of any conssquencs, or
of any great value, has been
received during the mowth of
June, and this following the long
dry spell dince early in May, hai
nnt besn conducive to |b- d-

12abl

sither for crop germination and

growth, or for the paitures,

adds Mr. B. M. Arthur, the

Chief Agricultural [Imstructor

for this district, in his veport

for the month of Junme, on the
condition of crops, stc.

In additlon, the roport adds, some
of the seversst winter conditions in
the form of sontinuous heavy frosts
and cold windy days, have been ex-
perienced during the past week or
|20, and this has not tended to im-
prove the sltuation,

Tn my laet report 1 stated that ger-
mination of crops in the Eastern
rection of the district, which had
been sown during lete April or early
May, had germinated fairly satisfac-
torily, Owing to the mbmence of fur-
ther rains and the occurrenca of
severe frosts these cropa &re now
feeling the lack of soll moisture, .
are not growing healthily, and in
niany ceses arc wilting, and burning
off.

points may " possibly do more harm
!than good in malting & per centage
of the grain.

In the Narromine district condi-
tiona vary from fair to bad. In the
southern portidn around Tnmlnsle’b'
and Wyangs, owing to the receipt
of larger rainfalls during late April
and enrly May, germination and sub-
.sequent growthi has been from good
'to fair, but west and north it is again
bad.

Fallowed mresa gre in many cases
no better than stubble ground.

Generally speaking, the position
of the arcas sown to wheat throngh-
out this district 15 deplorable and the
outlook, to say the least, unsatisfact-
ory. Crop growth, where apparent,
is at a standstill due to frosts mnd
cold weather and all are hackward
Tor this time of the year, Fallawing
has commenced in many loeslitier
{or mext year, and although dry, the

Some farmers have turned Motk not been felt since 1920, and pro.

noll is mostly turning over in very
fair order.
Probably the srea sown Lo
wheat is a slight decreass com-
parad with [sat year, owing to
tha prevailing comditicns, It is
known that some farmers have
not yet sown, holding off until
it doss rain—if not too late.
Pastures are generslly very low
and depleted, except in the eastern
section, where there is ntill o green
pick, but no bulk of feed. Many/
landowners, including lsrge holding
graziers, have bad to resort to hand-
feeding snd scrub cutting in order
to try and prevent atack mortality, |
especially amongst lambing ewes. [
Many are now starting to losa a
ser centage of their sheep, and the
outlook for the balance of this win-!
ter [n not st all promising.
@enerally speaking, it can Iw
readily stated that we are now ex- 5
periencing a drought, such ax has:

inte them, in order to try and cheek pects for sither a satisfactory whest
this deterioration. All late  BOWT yarpgpp o auitable conditions for tha

Gilgandra, Curban, Tﬂﬂr&“!ﬂl"- serianced at an early date.

and Armatrec dil“"ﬂ! the cond!  (Kinee the above report was is-
|tion of crops in really bad, Almost wed by Mr. Arthur the outlaok has
i i hes been completely changed by the
been extremely patchy or in most seneficial general rain gver the weak
|cases nono has taken place so far. gy,

Recent small falls of from 10 to 20 ‘

arean have cither gormi d  very stoek , have almost gone he-
patchy, or the seed still remaina ¥, yond ncnv!ry for thix aeason, un
swaiting mointure. ] quate rains, mer ied IJVJ
To tho north, in the E ie, bly warm diti are n-1
1

Just as markets began to recover, another drought from 1934 to 1936 struck with devastating

force. Failed rains brought withered crops, dust storms stripped away precious topsoil, and

millions of sheep either perished or were boiled down by farmers for tallow.? A report in the

Gilgandra Weekly (above) captured the scale of the crisis confronting farmers across the
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district.?! Grinding poverty forced many families onto relief rations, young men left in search
of work, and countless farmers abandoned their holdings. In the long term, many small
selections were absorbed into larger pastoral properties, making the Depression and drought
years a defining period of hardship that permanently reshaped farming and community life

across the western districts.

As the hardships of the 1930-36 years mounted, many western graziers and wheat-growers
began turning their attention southward to the irrigated plains of the Riverina and northern
Victoria, where government-backed schemes such as the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area
(MIA) promised reliable water, fertile alluvial soils, and more secure returns. With growing
towns, diversified farming opportunities, and renewed optimism emerging after the worst of
the Depression, the region offered hope to families seeking recovery after years of drought,
dust storms, and debt. In February 1936, Fred and Eileen, accompanied by Jean, Don, and
Jack, embarked on an extended motor tour through the Riverina and Victoria to visit
relatives and old acquaintances. They may also have cast an eye on whether a southern move
might offer better prospects. As a frequent contributor to the Gilgandra Weekly, Eileen
submitted a detailed report describing the places they visited, praising the gardens, farms,
and especially the MIA, where she marvelled at the fruit canneries and butter factories at

Leeton. She finished her contribution by saying:

...that after returning home to find Collie refreshed by widespread rain, the good green acres of home
compares favourably with the land in any of our pleasant and enlightening motor tour.??

Four undated photos capture farming life at Balboora (next page).?* 2* How Fred and Eileen
O’Connor managed to keep their large young family and farm afloat during these harsh
years is difficult to imagine, especially given that Eileen delivered their eighth child, Colin, at
Gilgandra in 1931.% Fred and Eileen would not have any more children until Terry in 1937
and Ian in 1939 (below).26

Eileen and Ian O'Connor
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Daily life at Ba/boora thr,
and what remains of thig

om right of the panel,
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Even in those tough years, some excitement found its way to Balboora. In January 1931, a car

thief on the run from police tried to force his way into the O’Connor home, only to be met

and firmly repelled by the formidable Eileen. The Gilgandra Weekly carried the story (below).?”

Gilgandra
Weekly,
Thursday 29
January 1931.

SENSATIONAL ARREST

CAR THIEF CAUGHT AT COLLIE

Leng Chase After Accomplice |
of Collie was rudely awaken- !
Wednesday morning when |
: toeal pollecman,
ful bn arrestisg
cor from Coaname

The little lownshij
wil from its slumber
ol was =
Censtable Burke,
a person ko had ¢
ble two weeks previos

The car was a new Chevrlet Se-
dan, aond was housed in  Brown
Garage, Coonamble, [rom wi
was stolen on January 15, oapite
all efforts to trace the car nothing
hag been heard of [t : nee and it was
'surmized that the thieves, who had
(46 hiurs start before the loss was
’.isc'-\'t'rr:d, had made n clean j:r-t-_
away and were new :omewhere in
another State.

Rid'ng along the Dubbo ﬂon-l._
|three  miles from Collie,  belweent
I Mankmore’s and O'Connor's, € nst-]
‘able J. A, Burke wag surpriead 0
‘eoe n new redan ear under a wlen
troe covered w'th a  tavpanlin,g Re-
‘membering the mising ear, angl be!
nge without firearms, he inmed tele 1
made haste to return to the C-lle
nolice station. where he secured all |

‘town, where he o

;Im th'ngs a pliceman wonll ne d]

‘in apprehending desperate men, :-.n-!l

returngi to the seene in a can 1
found one man asleep in the car snld g
arrested him. Wh'! t talking to ki
ke zaw the other wan approach n:’
the ear, coming from towards the
arently had Leen

wth a view to reeuring petro’ that)
night. Hewever, the thicf alio saw |
the constable and immediately '...-k:
to the bush. Chase wa' at ence v,
en but owing to the denre nature of
the serub 't was impossible to follow
in a car. The rther man was taken
to the Coll'e lock-up arji Comstalle
Buike returned to hunt for the man
on horieback. After hours of seareh
ing this method was abandoned when
wird was reccived that the man ba!
called at Mr. F. O'Connov’s “Lic-
faren.” Here he toyl Mrz, O'Connor

that the pol'ce were after him and

nsked her to hide him, wh'ch she tc-
fusred to do. He immedately et off
towards Pearce’s and hearing his
the constalfe set «ff in a car to heatl
him eoff. However, the hunted mnan
proved a good burhman, and pascd
sround the biaCn of Puaicy’ [T U
out at Mr. F. Frth's “Lockilea A
move was ai «nee made a1 the dore

tien of Wenbobbe any the Wairea
police communicated with, antic pat-
ing that he would make that way.
The man apparently changel his
mind and late vesterday aftcrnoun
was ncar Mellveen's “Orlando® pe -
‘perty, and last n'ght he eallql on Hr.
ir, ©'Conner, who ¢ property = mnet
far from Armatrce. His metho] of
itravelling,, and the distance covered
tin such a short time (it wiu'd be
Ibwr 30 milesh points to Lt man he-
‘ing an expert buthman, It s expected
that he s now ‘1 the Guwargambone
‘district. In the back of the ecar was
Ifoury a colleetion of various trols, in
jcluding a large pa’r of bolt cuttcrs
The ear was ‘n the same condit’'on a3
when it was sto'en and  had ‘u'y
soveredl 112 miler. They pased
thrrugh Gilgandra on Tuesday night,
!r-:wing been hifng in and around
|$rmal.re.- for four days previously.

At the Collic Pol'ce Court this
morning, hefore Mr. W, Pearce, J.I..
Wenry Jdoseph Cofston, aged 30
years, alias Eugenc De Floo, was
charged with breaking and onter’ng
{Rrowns Motar Garage, Coonamble,
on January 15, and on the request of
the polies was remanded to the Coo-
jnamble Prlice Court on February B,

Despite the long and demanding days on the farm, Fred and Eileen never stopped

contributing to community life in Collie. Throughout the 1930s, 40s and 50s, they and their

children played active roles in the church, local leadership, fundraising efforts, the school,

music, and sports.

Collie Catholic Church

For almost a century, ever since Patrick and Margaret O’Connor arrived from Ireland, the

O’Connors maintained a strong Catholic identity and supported their local church. Fred

continued this legacy, leading a pious life and giving considerable time and effort to the

ministry and maintenance of the Collie Catholic Church. As a young man, he, along with his

brothers Michael and George, had cut and carted the timber for the building of the church in

1911.%
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Fred ensured that his children were diligent in their religious instruction, particularly
through the study of Catechism.? Jean, Fred and Eileen’s eldest child was a frequent pen pal
with Erica from The Catholic Press in Sydney.? In one of her letters, she described Collie
eart (MSC),

Ryan, MSC, conducted

f this visit to the area,
tended by the

(below).3! During a 1
represented by the
events in Dubbo, in
Father Ryan conduc

O’Connors, with Je

Last month we
conducted it: h
and night.%

d Heart Missionary,
able to attend every morning

‘¢Balboora,’’ Collie, Vi.l;

Dear Erica,—It seems
since I" wrote to you,
like to write again, I a
about Collie, Erica. It
town, with one hotel, Th
two halls, a baker and b
@ few houses, and there
garage., Have you ever
lington Caves, Erica?
through them, but have
dear Eriea, T shall now
hest wishes to the Page any
friend,

JE
(I am glad to hear fro
Your description of your|
teresting. What do the
rather, round about
farmers? No, I have
Wellington Caves. In fa
them, so that you mre b
in that respect. T expect
#t school now. You do
‘here are any ehurehes
You go to hear Holy M
school is. Perhaps you
another letter later on.)

For the O’Connors e served as the weekly
anchor—a time of d
to reaffirm his faith

belonging and tradi

red Fred an opportunity
sense of religious

as held particular
significance, drawing the extended family together in celebrations that deepened both their

spiritual lives and family bonds.
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Fred and Fileen undoubtedly took great pride in their daughter Jean, who was among the

eight debutantes chosen from over 200 young women at the 1934 Gilgandra Catholic Ball, to

be presented to Monsignor O’Donnell of the Bathurst Diocese (below).*

Gilgandra Weekly,
Thursday 14 June
1934.

R I T T A
THE DEBUTANTES

The young ladies presented o
Monsign-r O'Donnecll were.—

Miss Noelyn Raglus, white flat
erope, white velvet evat,

Miss Audrey Lewis, white velvet
rhincstone trimmings, white velvet
comt,

Miss Joy MeGrane (Collic), w'nd-
iwept satin, silver lame “tranmings,

Miss Sheila Kelly, white Fronch

crinkle crepe, white velvet cape and
silver halo.

Miss Jean Meers (Collic), white
morocain, pin%  eont, bouguet of
white and silver.

Miss Jean Dumnelly, white orpan
die, white velvet coat and trimmings.

Miss Jean West, white French
cecpe, satin coat, sequin trimmings

Miss  Jean O'Comnor (Colliv),
white angel skin, Juce pink velvet
ccalee,

Fundraising for the Church was a constant feature of community life, most notably during

the decade-long campaign, spearheaded by Fred O’Connor, to build a new church at Collie.

Throughout this period, the O’Connor family played a leading role, organising and

supporting events such as gymkhanas and clay-pigeon shoots to raise the necessary funds. In

recognition of these efforts, and his long devotion to the Collie Catholic community, Fred

O’Connor stood alongside Father Joseph Emelhainz, parish priest of Gilgandra, to welcome

Bishop John Francis Norton, the Irish-born Bishop of Bathurst, for the official opening and

blessing of the new Church of the Holy Cross at Collie.*

Catholic Weekly,
Thursday 3
September 1953.

BATHURST

New Collie Church
Blessed, Opened

The new Church of Holy
Cross, Collle, was blessed on
Sunday of last week by His
Y.ordship Bishop Norton.
Solemn Illgh Mass was then
celebrated by the Nev. Father
. Drown (Rockley), with the
Rev. Fathers J. M, Ring, P.P,
(Coonnmble), us dencon, and
0. Emelhainz, D.D, (Gllgan-
drn), master of cercmonies.
The Most Itev. Dr. \W. Bren-
nan (Bishop-elect of Too-
woombn), the Rev, Futhers L.
Goodacro (Kandos) and M.
McNamee (Welllugton) were
nlso present. The musle of
the Mnss was sung by the
Convent School Cholr from
Gllgundra.

At midday more than 200
people, many of them former
resldents of Collle, attended
u banquet in the local hall,
which had been prepared by

the Gllgnndra Ludies’ Auxils
iary. Dishop Norton was wel-
comed by Father Limelhainz,
Mr. F. O'Counor ami Mr. F.
Duavld Pye, ull of whom ex-
pressed their approcintion
of tho interest Ills Lordship
bhad taken In the croction of
the church.

The Dlshop In lLils reply
congratuluted Father Emel-
hainz and the peapla of Collic
on the outbuslusm and
onergy they had shown onco
they came to the conclusion
a moro worthy church was
needed. He showed how
nppropriate It wns to name
the new church Iloly Cross,
us evoery Catholic church was
in n sense a "Holy Cross"
church, In which the sacri-
fice of Mount Calvary {8
perpetuated In the Mnss, This
i8 the first church bullding
for which Father Emelhainz
has bLeen responsible, and
Dishop Norton expressed his
hope that it would be the
first of a long line orocted
to the glory of Qod.
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Community

Beyond the farm and the church, Fred and Eileen poured a great deal of their energy into
community and civic life. Fred was a strong advocate for the rights of the man on the land,
playing an active role in the Collie Farmers and Settlers Association and campaigning
tirelessly for a railway through Collie. In 1947, as Vice-President of the Collie Railway
League, he pressed the government to construct the proposed Eumungerie-Collie—
Quambone line without delay. The League urged all district residents to join the movement,
arguing that the railway will serve one of the best farming and grazing areas in the state, and it
behoves all to get behind the movement and speed it up.® Despite years of determined lobbying, a

line never transpired, and Collie remains without a railway.

In 1944, Eileen, whose poetry was widely celebrated, compiled, for publication and sale, a
selection of her work, entitled My Garden of Verse (below), to raise much-needed funds to
establish a Gilgandra District Ambulance Service.” In a second edition of her work
published in 1984, the introduction, written by family friend Marion Dormer, noted that:

Many of her poems were written during Mrs O’Connor’s busy years as a housewife and mother. Others
were composed when three of her sons were serving in the Armed Forces. Her courage and maternal
love shine through those written during those anxious years.

THE NEED IS DESPERATE'[ /
SAYS AN AMBULANCE
= SUBSCRIBER
APPEAL FOR DONATIONS
“An mhll-noo_'- something Gilgandra lacks and
& desperately in aced of," say. an anoaymous sub-
scriber of £10.

The Commilite of the service again sppeals do
all 1o contribute to this worthy appeal according to

Gilgandra Weekly,

5 Thursday 20 April
Muny appesis Beve bees made in Ahe same of charity
:: '::':'T;: .‘::Z.'.':."::',’J’..."'.‘L"".'.' :#.‘: 1944_

prin and sullsring—for that ls the primary funciion of an
ambu.snce—and for ithis Fesion those x- have mot al
Send in your thequy toeday g
SUPPORT FROM COLLIE
fo indicate the interest dis-
plaved in all parts ol Qe dis-
tricy it is only neecssary to s
tion the toi to hap the fund
Wi is being made by a residant
¢ Colie distriet, Mrs. Fred
O'Consor. of “Lisfaren,” whose
iy s oa writer of verse 1=
n ull ovepy the State, s
g published at her own eX-
a beok of her pogms and
these will be. sold and the entr:
;s dunated towards the
o District Ambulanes

O’Connor, Eileen.
(1984). My Garden
of Verse. Second
Edition.

per

B
- -

” ‘.» very s don : : ‘:; -"“ix“'.\_;
At r'Lur:l ‘.l}e ‘l-\ﬁlgl ogfcl.‘\g::.u;)'cgn- s I@/&{D—Kg:@m‘
net, WD ] !"J;'.Ii.'!i';“ ‘ﬁﬁ"‘ﬁ‘-
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In a poignant twist of fate, just four years after Eileen raised funds to help establish the

district’'s ambulance service, it would be that very service that rushed to Fred’s aid following
an accident that almost proved fatal (below).>

COLLIE

(From Our Correspondent)
Gi/gandra Week/y Mr F.. O'Connor, of “Ba'borra’,
4 Collie, was the victim of a very
Thursday 12 August unfortunate accident on Friday
1948 last.. Hy was cartng posts in a

dray when the horse took fright..
My.. O'Connor went to jump off,
his foor slipped, and he fell under
the wheels, which passed over his
chest.. He was conveyed to hos-
pital by ambu'ance Lastest re-
ports indicate that he is making
satisfacrtory progress

The first poem in My Garden of Verse is called Jonquils:

JONQUILS

I SMELT the first sweet scent of Spring,
Upon the frosty air,
And searching in my garden found,
Pale jonquils blooming there.

I saw them in the morning mist,
With sunbeams peeping thru’,
In cream and yellow loveliness,
All dripping with the dew.

Not long ago their first green shoots,
Had bared the wintry cold,
And now the fairy flowers are there,
All nodding white and gold.

I knelt and clasped the first frail buds,
And drank their fragrance sweet,
Brave tender buds that dare to bloom,
Amid the wintry sleet.

I'll treasure long these scented buds,
Where Winter snow lies deep,
The Spring may bring a thousand blooms,
When jonquils are asleep.
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ollie 24,

The Collie Public School became
actively supported the school a
sporting development (above).* | family’s
priorities, and, with Fred serving
worked determinedly to ensure

district.&

It was no surprise, then, that all
their classes, with Keith, Brian, a
and Temperance Examinations.*> 4
educated, Eileen employed a tut tuition.*
The eight children of Fred’s brot
performed admirably.

A particular highlight of the sch D31 event

featuring fancy dress and costu
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A Great Success

Many Fancy and Original
Costumes

The annual juvenile ball und-
er the control of the Parents
and Citizens’ Asscciation, was
held a4 Collie on Wednesday,
3rd. June, when in spite of ad-
verse weather, a great crowd was
in attendance, and nesrly 70
fancy costumes were paraded.

The judges, Mrs, Itose and Mr. w.
Hunt, had an unenviable task, and 13
. cases were unable to separate
the contestants, the prizes being di-
vided,

A sumptlusus supper wan\!el‘%d by
tle ladies, and dancing and fun last-
el till the carly bours of Thursday,
when the kiddies, both young and
‘1d, veted the evening the “best
ever,”

Mr. V. Moure made an  cfficient
.. and Mr. Brophy acted as Par-
seward. Tle music was sup-
Yied by Miss F. 0'Connor, Messrs.
0'Connor and F.

S,
The ¢t mmittee wish to thank all
ladies and gentlemen who gave their
kelp for the children's entertainment.
I'rize winners were as followsi—
Best costume in hall: Lolo Green-
vreds, #Spring”,

Kest  pair, under 10 years: Uon
MceNabh and Valerie Qstler, “Bride
sl Bridegriom,” and Ken McNabb
and  Jessic MeNabb, “Ginger and
Min ™ divided,

Pe:t pair over 10 years: Doreen
secrs and Marie Brophy, “Nigger
Ministrel-"

Meast original costume, under B
vears: Roy MceGrane, “Jockey.'”

Most rriginal girl, aver 8 years:
Meretly Tink, *“Japanese,” .

Most origical  bey, over 8 years:
Juhn Rinkmore, “Dole Rations,”

fe t pester costumes, over 19 years
ituhy Wheatley and Beulah Coleman
“All Gold Products™,

Best poster  costumes, under 10
Fay Welsh — “Arnott’s Bis-

Veurs:
cuits",
Ite t comic costume, boy: Len Ost-

costume, gmirl; Joyce
hings of the Past.”

M -t humorous costume, gentles
man. Mr. C. Ostler, “Morkey.”
st humy stume, lady, Miss
* and Miss Edna

Moy costumes noted were i —

Eieen  Breopny and Jean  Meers,
Ilume Benzine,

Julin Rrophy, Bushell’s Tea,
Frunces Hankmore, Irish Moss Jubes

Gertic Janhmore, Aunt Mary's
akine owiler.

Joan Meers, Rex Pie.

Arnoit’s Biscuits,
, Buy Australian

McGrane, DPcter's Ice

an AO'Connor, Powder Pulf

ity War rop, Yule Blues, ™"

eMaster, Columbine

Notma Rankmore, Bluchell
Rankmore. Playing Cards.
tnkmore, Clock

. r, C' llie football cup.
¥ O'Cunnor, Fairy

- Hartnent, Butterfly

v Welsh Girl
Kathleen Moore

ophy s
Ied Riding Hoed,

Mervyn Ostler, Depression

Tod Welsl, King Billy.

Darval Meers I"anut Butter

b} Shell Benzine

Mick Brophy,
Den (FConnoz and Cedrie Wardrop
Seoteh Laddies

Jack O'Cionnor, Clown,

Val Meers, Union Benzine

havin Brophy, Sunbeams

George Hartnett, Red Indian

Muleolm Tink, Gondolier

Arthur Mealey, Clown.

Adudis Costunies;—

Mis~ 1. Miller, Superstitious

Mixses Elsic Moore ung E. Welsh,
Tilly and Gussy.,

Miees  F'vie Moore and Molly
Brophy, Goll' ywogs

J. Spence, Barbep

J. Mulhall, Depression

€. Greentree. Half and Half

W. Hartnett, Lady

J. Setly, Bulldog
C. Ostler, Monkey

It was the sporting field, though, where the O’Connors left their mark, especially when it
came to athletics, cricket, tennis, and horse sports. School picnics and inter-school sporting
events were significant occasions on the O’Connor calendar. Whenever possible, Eileen and
Fred participated by providing lunches, serving as officials or judges, and even hosting inter-
school tennis matches on the Balboora court. 5!

They were especially pleased when, in 1933, Collie Public School reformed its tennis club,
with the 13-year-old Don elected president (next page).>?> The results from the Collie Public
School Picnic Days in 1932, 1933, 1943, and 1948 illustrate just how much the children
enjoyed competing in the events (next pages).>® 5 5 56
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SCHOOL TENNIS

Tre Collie

formed
the

Publ'c School has re-
its cennis elub for 1933, with

following officinls1—

P'resident: Don O'Connor,
Viee-Presidents  Betly Wardrop
sud Miek DBrophy,

ore
LEES
It is

surrounding schoo's

gon.

tary: Fay Welsh.

urer; Lola Greentree.
hoped te play matche: with
during the sea-
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Gilgandra Weekly,
Thursday 6 April 1933.

Gilgandra Weekly,
Thursday 15 September
1932,

ANNUAL SCHOOL PiCNIC
The annual school piemic wa: held
«n Saturday last in fine wea her,

when a
and chil
various

large attendance of parems
dren thoroughly enjoyed the
athletic events and games.

tefreshments were laid on in abund-
ancee and every child present shared

in he

prize winning. The pienie

wis followed by a dance at night,

when
crowded
ev
tey

Prinei

nic werei—

GIRLS' EVENTS (Chitic School
Chlldrua)
First Class:  Joyee Wheatley 1,

Ida Ran

Second and Third CI

Hoat, V

2, Betty
Zena Welsh q,
McNabbh 3

Firth

Rankwmore 1,

Mealey

Beaten Girls'

the

minule
inment,

hall was uncomfortabiy
with dancer., who enjoyed
of the cvening's on-

pal prize winners at the pic-

kmore 2, Pat ¥ Bogic 3,

es: First
ric Ostler 1, Hilda Bogie
O'Connor 3; Sccond Hcat.
Betty Bogie 2, Jessic

and Sixth Classe :
Lola Gierntr

Frmuu
2, Jean |
3.

Mecrs

Race: Joan

!, Norma Rankmore 2, Joyce Rank-

more 3.
ALL COMERS GIRLS' EVENTS
Three and four year olds: Diana
Tink 1, Kathleen Moore 2, Isabiclle
jurton 3.
Five year olds: Pa sy Brophy 1,
Collcen O'Connor 2, Merleen Wil-
son 3.

Deci
lvy 3,
Eight

a4

Margarct Hughes 2,

Nine
1, Illva

Ten year old :

icc Whi

Twelve
Monk 1,

rop 3.

Year

Isabeili: Ostler 1,
Isabiclle

olds:
Sinclair 2,
year clds: Nelb Wheatley 1,
Lola Monk 3.
year olds: Margarct McGrane
Hannon 2.
Enid Monk 1, Van-
catley 2, Tessic MeGrane 3.
uuh and over:  Alma
Fay Welsh 2, Betty Ward-

Wheat- ‘

Three legged  race:  First heal,
Lola Monk and Nell Wheatley 1,
Elva Hannon and Hilda Bogie 2,

Zena We!sh and Joan Mecrs 3;
ond heat, Betty Wardrop and Jean
Mealey 1, Mary MeGrane and Alma
Monk 2, Lola Greeniree and Val-
O-tler 3.,
Skipping even
Wardiep 1,
Secoml heat,

e
Firsy heat, Betty
Frances Rankmore U;
Norma Rankmoie 1,

Jessie MeNabb 2, Joan Meers 2.
BOYS' EVENTS (School Children)

First Class: Brian O'Connor 1,
Ken Bogie 2, Wally Rankmore and
Bill O'Connor dead-heat 3.

Third Cla s: Kevin Brophy 1,

Charlie Rankmore 2, Don MeNabb 3

Fourth Class: Val Meers 1, Len
Ostler 2, Max O'Connor 3,

Fifth Class; Ken McNabb 1,
0'Connor 2,

Sixth Class: Darval Meers 1, Don
O'Connor 2, Mick Brophy 3.

Beaten boy's race: Mervyn Ostler
1, Owen O'Connor 2, Neville Han-
nan 3.

BOYS' RACE (All Comers)

Five and six year olds: Firs: heat,
Malcolm Tink 1, Keih O'Connor 2,

Jack

Max O-tler 3; Second heat, Ray
McGrane 1, Jack Monk 2, Arthur
Mealey 8.

Three legged race: First heat,

Ken McNabb and Wally Rankmore
1, Max O'Connor and Paddy O'Con-
nor 2, Don McNabb and Kevin Bro-
phy 3; Second heat, Mervyn Ostler
and Don O’Connor 1, Val Meers and
Len Ostler 2, George and Jack O’-
Connor 3,

High jump: Under 10 years, Kevin
Brophy 1, Denis Mcllveen 2, Brian
O'Connor and D. McNabb divided
3; under 13 years: Jack O'Connor 1,
Val Meers, Ken McNabb and L.
Ostier divided 2; over 13 years: Ted
Welsh 1, Don O'Connor 2, Neville
Hannan 3,

COLLIE NEWS
——A——

School Picnic Big Success

(From Our Correspondent)

WEDDING

A guivt wedding was celebrated
i e un Wedpsedny Tust, at the
s of the bride's parents, when
Miss Josephine 0 Connor, daughter
af Mr. amd Mrs, J. O'Connor, was
united in matrimeny o Me, Harvey
"Hars, of Collie. Father Eviston,
af Gilganden, officinted. The many
feiends of the hpqy couple unite
in wishing thom a long and happy
maegied life, The honeymoon i bo-
Ing spent at Alberts, %

PERSONAL

We regret te anrounce that Me.
T. Snowball, who l= an inmate of
o Gilpandra District Hospital, suf-
fering feoim trouble, I8 showing
liale signs of improvement. All Join
in wishing him a specdy cure.

SCHOOL PICNIC

The mnnuel  school pienic took
plice on Saturday Inst in fine wes-
ther, and Prwzd o great wcﬂss-—
both sociaily and financially,
large erowd of ehildren and pare
vnjoyed themselves thoroughly =
all voted the day's gathering a grest
one, A doner was hold at night and
such a largs number attended that
tho hall was overcrowded, Several

eompotitions  were drawn, and the
winnern were; Box of sweels, Mr.
E. Roweliff; Dllr of Incquer boxes,

Kilby., A bax of choee-
sposed of on behalf of the
Church  funds, wos also
drawn, and pesulied in a win for
Mr_ Arthur Berpand Moore.

Following are the results of the
athiletic events deeided at the pie-
nigi—

CHOOL GIRLS
Fifth aud Eixth Clamses: Joan
Kilhy 1, Francis Rankmors 2, Fay

Greentree 1,

n urct Roberts 2, Jossie MeNabb

- Concolation Ruee: Jean MeMaster
1, Joan Mewrs 2, Normn Rankmafe

IMSTRICT GIRLS
Under 4 vears: Margaret MeGrane
1, Betty (1'Connor 2, Nell Wheat-
ley &
Under 12 years: Enid Monk 1,
Alva Monk 2, Vaniee Wheatley 2.

Owier 12 yrars: Mary M:Gnnr 1,
ds Vlannor 2, Jeyee Steware and|
Niima Mcliveen dead-heat 3,
TINY TOTS
Patsy Hrophy 1,
Iy Rankmore 3,

Loka Monk |, Teress Mes

-on O'Connoe 3,

Consalation Kace; Hildn Bnpu 1|
Retty Bogic 2, Elva Hannan 3,

Thre-Logeed Race: Heat 1: Mary
MeGeane and Fay Welsh |, Joan
Kihy nml Frances Rankmore 2.

om i

Heat 1: Trabelle
W

Mealey and  Betiy
|.h|dm|| Ipls Greentree  and
Almng Monk 2.

SCHOOL BOYS
th anid Seventh Closwes; Ted

« dohn Rankmore 2, Cedric

Vi .
FII‘!'IFl" an: Mick Brophy 1_ Dar-
val Meers 2, n O °Gonnor

Fourth Class: Alan Kilhy l ‘Peter|
Ken McNabb 3

MuMastep
Third (‘!u.-- Max 0 Conr»r 1. Lin
Oetler 2, Val Meers 3.
Second Cluss: Don ;m-q
First Clasp: Brinn 0" nn 1,
Kovin Briphy 2 Norman Wild 3.
Consolation Hace: Jack 0'Conner
1. Mervyn (stler 20 Reg MeMaster

“District Boyu: Frank 0'Connor 1,
Owen O°Connor 2, Pat Colless 3
TINY TOTS

Bil] D'Connor 1. Ron
i rfrnnu 2. Arthur Mealey
Malealm Tink I ‘Keith

Hewt 2
l‘ld]veen 2, Jack Monk 3.
Sark Race: Jack O'Connor 1, Ced-
rig Wardrop 2, Val Meers 2,
reo-Legged e Dn-lnqm 1:
Itan QCmmor and T. Wh
C. Wardrop am! J. Reamkn
‘Division 2 Vul Meers aned Bnln
0'Connor 1, Len Ostler and Ken
MeNabb 2.
ADULT EVENTS
Married Ladies” Race: M. G,
A "}Ll]l! 04 yda) 1, Mrew, P IIuﬂ;

e

Hingle Ladies" Race, 78 hrh.
AMus Edna Roweliff [hdl Hl\l
P Wheatley (S:r s) 2, H'
Muoore (scr.

Ladies' T (-L- Legged Haee: Mis
wi B,oand 8, Whe |l',' !. M
E err and D, Mee
uum' Racé: Jue}k " Mealey
Rawcli
i uml lc'm E. Moore 2,

Murried Men's Rice: N. Mellveen
i2pde) 1, G, W, Butiriss (ecr,) 2.

Hingle Men'y iz Az
Stewart (ser) 1, (2
ydv.) 2, Lance Maere 15}’!.!-] a,

rond Jump: A. Stewart

High Jump: E,

‘Three-Legged Race (men):
Murray J. Whentley 1,
Mealey and L. Moora 8,

B.
d.

Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday
14 September 1933.
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SCHOOLS’ L)rrﬁine anrkq - (Chippend}ale:
f 1; Una Irvine (Eringanerin) :
Gllg andfa WEE/(/}/ 4 Mary Howard (Biddon) 3.

" ] o oo D I\ Boys under 11 vears, 75 yards'
all (Collic) 1; Ron
lie) 2.

r 11 years, 50 yards:
11 (Collie) 1.

er 12 vears, 75 yla:
| (Collie) 1.

r 12 years, 50 yarl-:
o (Collie) 1; Joyee
fidon) 2; June Palmer

Dhiinigs st W
chwool clnfdren biad
On, Tuesday afterno
their school work opa

r 13 years, 100 yds-
n (Curbhan) !: Ro:s
hippendale) 2; Colin
lollie) 8.
* 13 years, 75 yvards:
(Colliey 1: Mawy
Chippendale) 2; Dol
raweenah) 3.,
4 vears, 100 yds:
Sehool onve agpain we n om‘n\‘:v&l\!}\‘l ,'l'.
in winning both the § s (15“':\',:)_ =2 ";I.':hy:l;db'
Pennant and the W ler  (Tooraweenah)
Cup.. This i

tion and the school v
}l'-

day the District  Sc

thout 20 people

were held ap Gi

ping Race, under 11
irds: Lovraine Marks
P) 1.

3 ing Race, under 14
T Wat g e i T w1
G Dorothy Pegler (To:
while not winning 3: Joyce Hownrd

suecession

and tive ovcasion

or troplics, were sue or Hign Jump: Rom
following events: urban) |1',n,,b. .::‘,‘,

: A alin
vears: Mick Hensley ipstidnia) i el

: Tose All-
. M-Alary
. O'Connor

Gilgandra

o school at
Bathurst, for t

families in the 3

r other

pys of Fred’s
brother, Michas nlong with
Molly, Marie,

During the 193 s and St.
Stanislaus’ Col plendid

academic and g y performed
well academica

Certificate.* Jed

nediate
. while Keith,
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in his first year at St. Stanislaus topped the form in business principles while placing second

in mathematics and history.® Still, it was on

excelled. In December 1936 Don and Jack we

achievements in tennis and cricket:

Treasure trophies, in the possession of the O’
Collie, when they returned home this week fro
Cups. Don won one cup for the senior tennis g
senior College cricket team, whilst Jack won h
have only been attending the College for about,
we extend hearty congratulations.®”

Some of the O’Connor boys' sporting highlig
1936 — Jack O’Connor (junior tennis champio.
and senior batting award).® 1937 — Jack O’Co
O’Connor (special prize for athletics, juvenile
award) and Don O’Connor (senior cricket aw
O’Connor (junior handball champion).” The
Don, and Jack proudly wearing their St. Stani

year, Fred and Eileen made a trip to Bathurst

The family of
Fred & Eileen
O’Connor in
1937.

Back (L-R): Max,
Don, Jean, and
Jack.

Middle (L-R):
Keith, Terry,
Eileen, Fred, and
Brian.

Front (L-R):
Colin and Ken.
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Gymkhanas

Gymbkhanas became increasingly popular in the Collie district from the mid-1900s onward.
The O’Connors, long devoted to horses for both work, transport, and sport, were naturally
enthusiastic participants. Beyond the competition, gymkhanas served as key fundraising
events for community and patriotic causes, such as the September 1946 Collie Gymkhana,
which supported the building of a new Collie Catholic Church. The O’Connors played a
significant role, with Keith, Ken and Colin competing, Fred officiating events, Eileen
donating raffle prizes, and Don assisting with organisation. Keith was the outstanding rider
of the day, showcasing his superior horsemanship and hand-eye coordination as he picked
up and placed flags in the open flag race, then surged his horse with great speed and skill
between the slalom poles to win the open bending race. Colin, not to be outdone by his older

brother, won the apple-and-bucket race and placed in the pony race and the potato race.”

| COLLIE 5PORTS

NEW CHURCH
FOR COLLIL

Xud

I
|
|
]
|

GYMKHANA RAISES €300

i‘or the purpose of raising
furls for the erection of &
Catholic Church building at
Collie, a Gymkhana was held
there on Saturday last and it
is  anticipated that
£300 will be cleared.

nearly

The function twek the plice of
clforts held in Soptember during
the wur for patriotic piposes—
recognised by district people  as
the one big day of the year—aunil
despite the faet that it was a
Cntholic Chureh affair all denom-
inations participated,

Weturning  thanks durine  the
afternoon, Father Faelhainesz ~ail
e was deeply grateful to ~ee 0
many non-Catholie workers,  He
did apprecinte it and it was gruod
to see it, He hoped o similar fune
tion would be held  again—they
dild not want to run it—but if it
wus for any other zection  they
could he assured that hiz  people
wonld work just ax hard for it. He
muule special mention of the Pre-
sident (Mr. F. I I'ye) the secrel-
aries {Messrs Don €'Connor and:
Iarold Freeth) the treasurer (Mr
Mick Irophy) and Mrez  O'Hurn

Mick Breophy) and Mrs  O'Huara
and Mrs, Hersley, the latter being

in churge of the luncheon  and
afternoon tea,
No doubt weather conditions

prevented many from attending,
but there was u very representi-
tive erowd presenmt, coming from
ali parts of the district and out-
side centyes, even as far afield as
Narromine.

The horse events were the main
feature of the day und these were
up to the usual Collie  =tundard,
ane of the main competitors heing
Miss Shivley Pye, who again eame
all the way from Sydney anmd
rowght with her  three of  her
best horses, The results will  in-
licate the success she met with.

The eo-operation und hard work !

o regdily forthcoming from most
of the town and district residents
maicated  the wonderful  publie
spirit that prevails in Collie.  In
the past it was natural to expect
all to throw their weight  into
these events when they were held
in the thick of the war, but to see
that =pirit continied for o chiureh
function was indeed o n'ee gesture
from other than wmembers of the
churel for which the event  was
heeld.

Without doubt a great deal  of
thiz enthusinsin was  engendored
by the driving force and personal-
ity of the man who has done
miuich for these functions at Col-
lie —Mr. F. D, I've. When it was
koown thad he was at the helm,
e sueee _assured.

ltut n . r always needs
able licutrn:}l d in Messrs
Don O'Coftnof and Harold Freeth
as seerelariegsand Mr Mick Bro-

0

a5 secretariegsand My Mick Bro-
Phy (treasudér) he had very able
supporters. They-’wnrkvrl except-
iomally well for many weeks, and
daring the last week were continu
ally at their posts. The suceess of
the oy has been their reward.

3oy peneral,” sadd Mre 0'Con-
nor 1 wonld say that it was the
spivit of the peoplie, irrespective

wf veligion, which made the day
sueh e sne ful one and on be-
Tilf of the Catholic copmmunity of
the district, and our committee, 1
thank the public in general  and
look 1o the future for

w chanee
to reciprocate.” *

Ruce: Keith  ©'Con-
PR B
Ladies Flag Race: Misa 5. Pie 1,
1ﬂ.‘_ Dempsey 2.
Flagr Race, undder 16 yra: Junet
MeAbury i, Nael Meniey 2.
Maiden Huek Race: L. Whentley
1. Riley 2.

Open Bending Kaee: Keith 0°
Cannor 1, 1. Wrigl
Lavdics Dhending
Demp=ey 1, Mias AL 1
ne Raee, under 15 yrs:
1, fan MeKay 2.
W. K. Barwick 1,

Tanew
1. Whentley 2,

¥ vl Epoon Race: 1.
1, Shirley Pye 2.

Wiheelbmermow  Have s
Perey 1, Joun Bell 2.

Crontloman Rider: My, T, Caliill
1, L. Wheatley 2,

Lawly Rider: Miss & I've |, J
Hell 2,

Gall

Mi-- L

Girl Rider, umder U5 yee: Miss
lanet MeAlury 1, Miss €. Mealey

saten Bending R

Connor, T. Cahill, dead-heat 1.

Beaten Flag Race: Ron Jones
1, K. Bass 2.

Wélter Nuee: Mr. J. Svoti 1, S,
Cameron 2.

Apple and Bucket Race:
M Connor 1, Miss 8. Pye 2.

Walk ‘Iret and Gallop: M. Baes
1, J. Seoit 2.

Pony Ruce
O'Connor 2.

Huek Raee: Mr. J. Seott 1, W.
E. Barwick 2.,

Polato Race: M. Doss 1,
O'Connor 2.

Telay Race: Mre. 1. Jones' tequn
1, J. Scott"s team 2.

Beaten Stakes: F. Morgan.

Colin

;. Seott 1, Colin

Colin

Gilgandra
Weekly,
Thursday 5
September
1946.

|
|
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During the early 1900s, tennis emerged as one of the most popular and accessible sports

across rural New South Wales, becoming an important social and recreational outlet for

country communities. Requiring little equipment and with clay courts easily established on

farms and in small towns, local tennis clubs flourished, hosting weekend matches, dances,

fundraising events, and inter-town competitions. These gatherings helped ease social

isolation, strengthened district identity, and provided young people with opportunities for

friendship, courtship, and friendly rivalry.

Once the Balboora court (next page) was levelled, clayed, bagged, rolled, and marked, tennis

quickly became a staple of O’Connor family life, with Lisfarran even fielding its own team in

local competitions.” For example, the results from 1934 (below) show the series of games

between Lisfarran and Collie.” The Lisfarran team, comprising the O’Connor, Wheatley,

Chisholm, and Meers families, won the day 10 sets (80 games) to 7 sets (72 games). A

fortnight later, the Lisfarran team tangled with Lynthorpe again at Lisfarran, walking away

with another win.”” As soon as they could walk, the O’Connor children had a racquet in their

hands. After proper instruction in the rules and tennis etiquette, they began playing with the

adults and soon represented Collie in district tennis, starting with the 16-year-old Jean in

1934. The tennis games of Fred and Eileen O’Connor really hit their straps in 1935, as they

won the coveted Collie American Tournament and a cup donated by Mr Brophy. 7 7

Gilgandra Weekly,
Thursday 7 June
1934.

COLLIE NEWS

-X0X:

(From Our Correspondent)

TENNIS—

|  Teams of four pairs, representing
| “Lisfarron” and Collic, met at Col-
il'.- on Sunday last, when a keen and
most enjoyable day's tennis resulted
in a win for “Lisfarron” by threc
sete. Scores are as follows (Collie
| playirs being mentioned first) .—

| Mens Doubles: A. Stewatt and R.
Nimm« v F. 0'Connor and L. Wheat-
ley, 6/1; J. Murray and T. Mecll-
|veen v K, Chiskelm and B, Chis-
(holm, 6/5; J. Murray and A. Stewart
‘\' L. Wheatley and B. Chisholm,
‘0.’2: T. Mcllveen and R, Nimmo v
K. Chisholm and F. O'Connor, G6/4;
A. Stewart and T. Mellveen v K.
Chisholm and L. Wheatley, 4/6.
Ladies Doubles: Misses J. Stewart
and J. McGranc v Mesdames Wheat-"

ley and O'Connor, 4/6; Mrs. Green-
tree and Miss R. Moure v Misses J.
O’Connor and D. Meers, 4/6; Miss
J. Stewart and Mrs. Greentree v
Mrs. O'Connor and Miss O'Conncy,
4/6; Misses J. MeGrane and R.
Moore v Mrs Wheatley and Miss D.
Meers 3/6

Mixed Doubles: A. Stewart and
Mrs. Greentre- v L. Wheatley and
Mrs Wheatley, 2/6; R. Nimmo and
Miss R. Mo we v F. O'Connor and
Mrs. O'Conner, 0/G: T. Murray
and Miss J. Stewart v B. Chisholm
and Miss D. Mec rs, 6,47 T. Mell
veen and Miss J. McGrane v K.
Ch’sholm and  Miss . 0*Connor,
V03 AL Stewart and Miss  J, Me-
[il:unu v L. Wheatley and Mise J,
O'Cennor, 6/2; R. Nimmo and Miss
J. Stewart v B, Chisholm and Murs.
0'Conn'v, 2/6; T, Murray and
Miss R. Moore v K. Chisholm and
Mrs. Wheatley, 3/6; T. Mellveen
and Mrs. Greentree v F. 0'Connot
und Mis: Meers, 6/2

“Lisfarron™: 10 sets, 80 games,

Coliic: 7 scts, 72 games
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50 e
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The photograph above, taken in J
the families of Fred O’Connor and
with Eileen and Fred O’Connor to
(Chisholm) are behind Caroline O
of Fred and Eileen’s children are a
Caroline’s left; Max is to Caroline

Cricket

Of all the sports pursued by thg
Australia’s national sport. Fro
generations of O’Connors beca
administration. Cricket in the C
villages such as Mendooran, G
Breelong, Pine View, Eumunge
in a challenge cup format whe
weekend. Fielding a regular teg 3
to The Castlereagh newspaper in 1907 to publicly chide the local men:

din
1905,
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I don’t know whether to attribute it to the climate or mere indifference, but the young fellows around
here seem too slow ‘to catch grubs,” as the saying goes. Years ago Collie could boast a good cricket club,
but latterly no club has existed, although at times spasmodic efforts have been made to liven it up. None
of these efforts have received the encouragement they warranted. Now that another season has begun
there seems to be the same exhibition of ‘slows’ or indifference. This seems a pity, for with a little
enenergy and practice a good club could be got together, which would certainly add to the social life of
the toen and district. Now then boys, wake up, and see if you can do something before the cricket season

is too far spent. 80

Unicker,

The Collie and Gilgandras oricket teams
met on tho latter’s wicket on Saturday last
whon the home team wscored m decisive
“Rtarey, Saomme',—

Collie (1st innings).—0, Munro, ¢ Mudis,
b Ryan, 12 ; M. O'Cuanor, b Gibson, 1 ; M
Frudensteio, ¢ Anlezark, b Gibson, 3; 8, J,
Muarray, b Gibeoo, 1 ; E. RBackland, b Kerr,
2; W, Curras, not out, 10 ; 8. K. Murry,
b Gibsen, 0; P. O'Connor, ¢ DBurke, b
Gibson, 0; H. Murray, b Gibson, 0; 5,
Marray, b Burke, H; Alick, b Kerr, 2;
sa.drics, 24 | total, 63,

Hecond Innings.—O. Manro, not out, 7;
Alick, b Madle, 13; E. Bockland, b Anls.
aark, 2 8, Mareay, not out, 0; sundries, b ;
total, two wicketa for 27,

Glgsndra(latinnings).— Anlezark, ¢ Buck.
land, b8. Mairay, 31 ; W, Tibbits, b Murray,
21 ; B, Gitwon, b 8B, Marray, 1; 1. Bop.
nington, b H. Marray, 3; F. Kerr. b
Frudenstein, 21 ; J. Mudie, b Fraodensteio,
1; E. Tibbits, run out, 8; B. Fletcher, ¢
Marray, b Frudenstein, 3 ; J. Burke, not
out, 10; O. Iiyyn, ¢ sad b H. Marray, 13 ;
0. Maguire, ¢ Cuorran, b H. Marny, 0,
sundries, 7 total, 122.

CRICKET. v

A mateh was played on Saturday,
2nd instant, between teams represen-
ting Collie village nnd Collie sta-
tion shearers. Atter a good game
the villagers woere defeated by 81
runs. L‘chlia in their first essay made
40, of which Fred O'Connor made 11,
The bowling was done by Noonan
and Wardrop, the former petting o
for 12 and the Iatter & for 25. The
shearers made 57, Brown 19, bmnf:
the only double figure scorer. H,
Hedge captured 5 wickets for 17
runs, J. Donnelly 3 for 17, and Sam
Sadler 2 for 6. Collie in their secand
attempt only made 30 (J. Mitchell
1. Nooman and Wardrop ngain
wrought havoc amongst the bats-
men, the latter securing the !ﬂ{lt-u-
did average of 8 for 13, whilst Noo-
nan got 1 for 16, The  shearers
made 110 in their second innings
(Brown I8, Noonan 26, J. Wardrop
19, and W. Wardrop 11 not out).
For Collic Donnelly pot 3 for 10,
M. O'Connor 2 for 12, J. Mitchell
2 for 20, S, Sadler 2 for 23, H.
Hodge, 1 for 21, The shearers were
entertained at dinner at. Humphreys’
Hotel by the local club,

Cobocco.
(Frost ovn CoxnearoNvest.)

Ox Baturday Inat the Oollin cricketors met
our local players at Pine View, The Collie
Iads foll ossy victims to the bowliog of A,
Samuels and I, Meeth, the former taking
four wickets for twenty.six, aod the Istter
five for eight, Collie Latted with ten men
only, Pine View put together 106; J
Hope, H. Meeth, T, Connell, L. Tink, and
H. SBamuels being the }Iriucipnl sourers. F.
Samuels had the misfortune to be strock
under the koee with the ball, disabling him
for the day. Following ure the scores : —

Collie.=—8. D, Murray, 2: S. J. Murray,
0; 8, Saddler, 0; M, F, Frindenstien, B ;
A. Bolomons, 12; M, O'Conner, 6; H.
Marray, 3 ; P. O'Connor, 0 ; 8, K. Murray,
g?; E. H. Crazs, not out, 0 ; byes, 6 ; total,

Pine View,—A. Ss.nuels, 6 ; J, Hope, 18
H. Meeth, 62, retired ; T. Connell, 20 ; F.
Bullock, 0§ ; M¢Fetridge, 0 ; L. Tink, not
oat, 16 ; H. Samuoels, 19 ; A. McMillsn, 0 ;
Luke, 0 ; T. Howaed, O ; Lyes, 7 ; totsl, 157,

| CRICKET.

I Sice wy last Collie has played two
cricket matches with Pine View and
they stand one about. Collic won the
tirst by eight wickets. and  lost  the
second by 107 runs.  In the former
H. Meath 18, J. Hope 22, and G,
Spriggins 25, reached double fiinres
tor Pine View, and B, Sharpe took
9 wickets for 20 ruux, while for Cul.
lie €. Mills 40 and 17 not ont, and
F. O'Connor 13 did beat with  the
bat, and H .Murrav captured 10 wie-
kots for 33, (i, Mills 5 for 3% and J,
Mitchell 2 for 6. In the sceond
mateh €. Mills 13, H. Murray 16, M,
O'Connor 20, E. Meers 10 and W,
Wardrop 12 reached two tigures, the
bow ling of A mels aud K, and
F. Body being  too  pomd  for  the
others,” For Pine View  F. Bulluck
40, F. Dody ¥8, K. Bady 2 and D,
Melnnes 20 not out stomd out from
the others whao failed to reach double
figures, For Calie every man bowled
[and nine of them eaptured a wicket,
(K. Body and F. Bullock captured the
Collie bowling, and puve a fine dis

utting.

rlu_\- uf patience tempered with hard

A selection of scores
from 1909 and 1910.

Mudgee Guardian and
North-Western
Representative,
Thursday, 10 February
1910.

Dubbo Dispatch and
Wellington Independent,
Saturday 13 March 1909.

Dubbo Dispatch and
Wellington Independent,
Sat, 27 March 1909.
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The rebuke produced swift results. After a fundraising ball on 20 December 1907, a club was
formed, and 15 players, including Patrick and Michael O’Connor, attended the opening
training session. ® # Cricket quickly became central to the sporting and social life in Collie.
Alongside matches against neighbouring villages, the locals held spirited in-house contests
such as married men against single men, smokers against non-smokers, and shearers against

the town (previous page).8 54 8 86

One of the highlights of Collie cricket at the time, though, came in 1914 when the pint-sized
Mick O’Connor, playing for West Collie, decimated the East Collie batting line-up, claiming a
remarkable eight wickets for three runs.®” No doubt Mick’s bowling got more fearsome after
each beer as the team celebrated in the Collie Hotel after the match! By this point, Collie was
looking west toward Warren for further competition, and in December 1915, the Collie side
recorded a convincing victory against them. It proved to be the final match most of them
would play for some time, as in January 1916, the Collie community farewelled seven young
men, many of them core members of the team, who enlisted at Mendooran and marched
with the Kookaburras to Bathurst. Understandably, the Great War disrupted cricket locally
and across Australia. Nevertheless, in March 1916, the Warren Cricket Club astonishingly
challenged Collie to another match, despite knowing that most of Collie’s players were
heading to the Western Front. The suggestion provoked indignation in Collie, prompting one

resident to make his thoughts known in the Gilgandra Weekly:

A correspondent from Collie writes the recruiting campaign has practically “skinned” that district, as
far as young men are concerned. The writer says there are scarcely any young fellows “about the
ranch,” and right on top of this state of affairs Warren writes across for a cricket match! The innings
against the German hordes is not yet through, so the Collie boys can’t oblige just yet. Anyhow, what’s
Warren doing with a cricket team at this time o’ day! %

And oblige they did! With the Great War concluded, the Collie team, comprising almost
entirely of returned soldiers, including Mick O’Connor, Theo Murray, Lawrie Mcllveen, Mac
Meers, Gundy Mills, Vic Fenton, Tom Brophy, and Jack McNabb, soundly defeated
Gilgandra on their home turf in October 1919. They then travelled to Warren in November
1919, beating them easily, no doubt pleasing the Collie correspondent in the process (next

page).5® %

The revival of cricket marked a critical phase in the recovery of rural communities following

the Great War, yet the emotional impact of the conflict endured. Many grounds remained
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touched by grief for seasons to come, honouring players such as Collie’s Horace Murray,

who had fallen and would never again take the crease.

CRIUKT

s

COLLIE v GILGAND

ing tho nbove eluns 1ok |
Sty bast o the G lrimdey
wlor saft i a o wi e thy

Wed m vy Hypat i

somdrnagor o0 Db ol 95 Fu

0 wickets B 46 fu theip
tnings when fime wis eudle
toama played Lwelvs men anic
lowing ara the detnils
Gilgradra Firet Lnuing
. Marchant, b Merrs
Hickmott, b Moues ..,
. Ryse, ¢ MeNabb, b Meera
. Marchaunt, rovn out
Marchant, ¢and b O'Corne
. Noonan, o Mitchell, b Mo
. Horan, b 0'Connor
Hannam, b O'Connoe, ..
G. Rosg, b O'Coanor..,
. Hotlamd, b MeNubb ..,
. Horan, b Q"Cannar
. Tradgett, not oat
Suandries ...

cCESEPCPEONES

Tutal

Sesond [onioge—3
95 (A. Noouan 48, P Kase 2
Mimgs ofoewd. ~
Cullie First Innings

L. Ryan, o T, b C. Marchast
M. Meers, b C. Marchant
J. Mitchell, b Noonan ...
M. O'Counor, o Horan, b C.

chant

V. Featon, ¢ Hinosm, b Fan
A. Milly, b O, Marcbant.,.
F. Brophy, o Horan, b M«rab
J. McNabb, b Rors -
Jas, Mitohell, o Marchaut, b

Sondries ...
L. Mollvcev, oot ont ...

Total Ve
8econd Innings—Nine wic
46 (J. Mitehell 13, M Moers

A Lz bolween et e,

fag whele U b pae 57 o |

O Chapman, st ﬁ..me, h.lthan

Paddy, Mick, and
during the 1920s
though, fostered

on.

The O’Connor na
diminutive schoo

O’Connor, was se

ort took a back seat
farms. The brothers,

nd their sons, and so

er 1937 when the
f Fred and Eileen
ar-old Don had just
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arrived home with his younger brothers, Jack and Max, for the summer holidays from St
Stanislaus’ College, Bathurst. A week earlier, Don had scored 96 for St Stanislaus” in the
Bathurst and district first-grade competition and was quickly establishing himself as a
batsman with exceptional talent. Don had no hesitation when asked to open the batting and
peeled off an impressive 25 runs.”! In the remaining two games during his summer break,
Don scored 67 against Hillside*?> and 74 against Balladoran.® Below is an undated picture of

the Collie cricket team warming up for a match.*

Collie warming up
before a game of
cricket.

The 1937/38 season was a difficult one for Collie, who finished near the bottom of the table,
even forfeiting a late-season match.® For their second last game of the season, Jack and Max
O’Connor, aged 16 and 14, respectively, were selected in the Collie team to play the Catholic
Club. They travelled to Gilgandra in Mr Moore’s truck, accompanied by Mervyn Ostler,
another team player. Jack and Max were extremely fortunate that this was not their first and
last senior match, as the truck rolled on the way home, pinning Mr Ostler underneath and
throwing the boys clear!* Jack, a quality bowler, backed up for their final match and was one
of the first picked for Collie in the 1938/39 season. The 1937/38 season also saw the 19-year-
old Frank O’Connor, eldest son of Michael O’Connor, emerge as the dominant bowler in the

Balladoran team, taking 6/61 in the penultimate round of the season. ¥’

Now 17 years old, Jack was showing his skill with the ball, taking the first four wickets to fall
in Collie’s early-season match against Springfield in 1938. Through the 1938/39 season, Collie
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tried to field teams in both the Gilgandra district competition and the Lewis Cup, a challenge

competition. Young J bowlers, while his
lladoran in the
lladoran. Both Jack

or, the 20-year-old

cousin Frank O’Conn
district competition.
and Frank were joine
son of Fred’s brother uch of the season for
Collie. While Collie f
and with Don O’Con

all parts of the groun

in the Lewis Cup,
he Armatree boys to

Don played three sea tion, where he was a

prolific run scorer at t tion in the Bathurst

representative team,

nal Advocate

urst, Friday 3
NEW MA'""H mber 1939.

year's form and are
thelr last year's
bowling averages.

Don joined his brothe r-old Brian

O’Connor also playe us. The Collie team
concentrated on Lewi onnor boys
dominating most mat arren all over the
park to retire on 103.! t Warren, where he

ten century, this time

rict.105

was well supported b
against Kickabil, hera
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Gilgandra Weekly,
Thursday 1 February
1940.

«RICKET

AT COLLIE
DRAWN GAME WITH
WARREN

ID. O'CONNOR 205 NOT OUT

Although neithar ‘team [fielded
its  full strength on Sunday
woek last, Werren ugl Collie
batumen piled wp rums in re
cord style, cach sida scoring
“ver 300 in less tham three.
hours.

| Warien treunced the weak bawle
ing of the visiting team amd knock
«d up 358—Llex Ssundnrs 102, N

26 and L. Stamm 43 being the
chief contribusors,

A big proportion of the runs cama
from boundaries—sixes and ‘ours
==am! up to 30 runs were scored in
' ona over
Collie respendedl with 320 for the
lt loas of six wickets, and the match
endcd  in a draw. D, 0'Connor's
quita wea 204 not out, and  al-
though he gave chances his batuing
was a very fine effort, This ployer,
wha is holidayirg with hiz paronts,
kox be.n a student of St. Stanis
laws' Ccllege, Bathurst, and a Jow
woeks ago he  retired 3t Warren
after knocking up 103 against the
Warren Graziers. In his lnst efforr
be wax well supported by his bro

with 42 runs to his credit,

Scores were'—

HIGH SCORING |

i
\
[
i

Tolburst 73 (retired), N. Stubbs

ther who was also  unconquered

WARREN
R, Waters, b Muriay .. vuun

N. Stubbs, run eut .. ..
I S:sunders, b B, O°Conn
N Tolhust, retived .. ..
1. Stamm, ¢ Chisholm, b
A, Cleasby, b Murmay .. v o0 I
i!. Francisco, b Chishopn .. .. 1
A. Green, stp. O'Conner, b
B. Chishelm .. .. . g 51
B. Corficld, not out ,, .. ... 2b
J. Piuman, sip. O'Comnor, b
Brophy ... . .3

K. Cusack, ¢ Ostler, h Brnrpiay . 10
Sundrica .. .. .. ... 0. D

Total .. .. ., .,
Bowling: J. Flyan 0/7
ray 2/85; J. O'Conncr 0/14; R.
Jordon 0/48; B, O'Connor 1/51:
B, Chisholm 2/5u; J. Ostler 1/15;
J. Brophy 2/16.

COLLIE |

J. Brophy, ¢ Saunders, b Stamm 3
J4. OConnor, b Stamm L)
D. O'Conner, not out .. .. 204
L. Ostler, b Wat.rs v 20 20aa 19
L. Murray, ¢ Green, b Waters ©
M. Ostler, ¢ S:tamm, b Tolhurst 17
B. Chisholm, s'p., Saunders, b
Tothorsl oi oai o, s ee 20|
M. O'Connor, rot out .. .. .. 42|
Bundrlesl, [orniits va i e T

Total, Six wickets for 320

Cricket drew tremendous interest across the district, with matches often attracting large
crowds to cheer on local champions or cast their eye over rising talent. No doubt Don’s
arrival in the Collie team piqued the interest of many. The summers at Balboora were again
filled with cricket, with Sundays involving Mass, and then the boys were bundled into the
car and off to the ground where Collie were playing. While their older brothers played,
Keith, Ken, and Colin had their own game going on the boundary, occasionally glancing at
the play and dreaming of the day when they too would be inside the boundary. Also of
interest to them was Mr Carroll, their teacher, who had arrived a few years earlier from
Mudgee with a reputation as a class batsman. The popular Owen Carroll did not disappoint,
scoring numerous centuries for Collie before he was promoted and left for Cowra during the

war years.'% 17 He and Don were involved in some remarkable partnerships.
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. : =S RIVAL CENTURIES [ 5 L ; o
. MONORS BABY W. Stoneman, of Macquarle Rovers, COLL'E Ly r“'""'" ot “"-‘.l :‘[“l"“l‘,!,r,
A drwwn guna was played Letween |scored 100 of his team's total of five AL ferlii Py ™ f->‘
Coftle ‘and Maoquarie Toevers:  Scorps: |for 320 against Colile. The latter ma:le e e s for 56 not eut, ;
406, D. O'Connor scoring 104. Delnils: —_—
MACQUARIE ROVERS e 2 (From Our Ccrrospomlent) EUMUNGERIE
I Swdlivan ¢ Barwick, b O'Connor 19 o A. Rakciter. hw, b 1. 0
I, dtarr, ¢ Beoply, b O'Connor ,, 1% |B. Chisholm, ¢ O. Stoneman. b H . Crnnln;- . PRI
D, Feromun, ¢ awl b 0°Conner .. 24 |5 OSSE;van b Sulll Al gl ! The weather  has heen vory w ‘!.u\li‘hr:“p. and .
W. Stonomzn, € Meoi, U O'Couner 104 T nar ulilvan o het nmd gultyy, O Moanduw after S e !
A b E ) ih nor D. O'Connor, st, Harvey, by Bumvun 104 3 : Q' Connoer oy oo wve w11
T. Hurvey. o Flyun, b @'Gosnor ., 4 |W, Warwlek, ¢ O. Stoneman, b nonn it . FA. Dalint, retired 5 103
D, 5uillvae, ¢ Fiynu, b O'Comnr .. 40 | Starr .. . - o 35 | fine the unigh of rin G0 Richrdson, T, .l:-“.\I-\l‘.u'r- 10
O, Stonemmi, ¢ Fiym, b 0'Conugr 0 L. Meers, Jow, b D, Suliivan . .. . Nangle, b Mather< . ... 12
k. Harvey, h Brophy .. . . .. 14 |B. O'Comnoy, run out .. .. .. .. "+ |

Keirs, and b Baph i B

J. Quigley, v O'OCannor, h Poora " Sz, &

K. g8tare, not eut ,, ..

i, Bomms, Wow L Meert ., .-,
Bnpdcies V. .,

Tolnl ‘.. .. ..
Bow‘tnb' J. O'Connser” 'le
0/39 Flynn 0/37, DL Brophy
B, Ohikhuh-‘ 0727, T. Magry 2740

QOLLIE

J, 0'Conner, W K, Splitlvan
B Chisholm, b Masvoy ., ..

, O'Connor, not out ., ., |
B. Wilton, ¢ aml b W, Slour:n'mx
To. Ostler, ¢ Stirr, b W, Gtonems
W, Brophy, Tbw s 0, Stancman
J. Mears, H Bumy .. . 1
. Flyan, ot our .. ..
Simiiries

Blx wickoets far ., .o
Bowling: I, Starr 0748,
/38, H. Sulllvan 3787, D S
0/5ia, T. Harvoy 31/ W, Sto
2/32, D, Stonpmnu 1710, D, Fu
0/17, B, Burns 1/10.

Dubbo Liberal and Mac
12 November 1940.

Don, Jack, Max, and
first match against M
bowling while Don bl
against Macquarie Ro
scored 30 (above left). 10
four wickets, finishin some
lusty hitting at the tai
must have thought al
last for some time as
Gilgandra again on t
half-century. "' 12 Wo
enlisted in the RAAF,

in hibernation until the war was over.

Cricket resumed in Collie on 9 February 1946 (above right) when they faced Eumungerie, with

Brian, Jack and the 18-year-old Keith all making contributions in a narrow win. ''® The
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following week, Fred and Eileen O’Connor, after a lengthy stay in Victoria visiting their
daughter Jean, now Mrs Sullivan, were on hand to see Jack, Max, Brian, Keith, and Ken play
for Collie against a team of Challengers. All made handy contributions, especially Jack, who
scored 61 runs and took three wickets. It was also the 16-year-old Ken’s debut for Collie.
Over the next few weeks, Jack and Brian dominated Gulargambone in successive matches,
with Brian scoring 78 not out and 103 retired and Jack taking four and three wickets,

respectively, as well as scoring 49 not out in the second match.4 115

1. Hazelton, ¢ Meers, v mus

COLLIE BOWLERS | c. aichn: not

Sundrics
ACCURATE 1 ,‘_r_ulf. hl-nleb E

2,52 L. Murray

IN MATCH AT R coLug :
BALLADORAN | 1. Murray, ¢ und b McLeaod 8

5
M. McGrane, ¢ and b Wilson 7
K. 0'Connor, Ibw, b Wilson 13
7o R. McGrane, ¢ Wilson, b
And Win Second Grade N Mmlt,.-odl e - 4
iti . Mealey, not
Competlilon n. (J'Bria)u. not out a9
i Sundries ... 5

Due mainly to the splendid

perlormance of the bowlers Inni declared closed.
Colli (‘unﬂ |r.l:¢ :mk'!!-rl i;‘:“',‘;:“ 'C “n‘.-ﬂmgl! o/in L
‘h"‘ “"B ;l'g"‘ b bag 0'Connor 0/34, P. Hoswich 0/45,
Sundsy and  thus won the | |1 Wilsen 12, e S
Gilgandra District  Second EAL[‘.’{OD%“’;& Sﬂ'u;d Tnnings

Grade Cricket Competition D. WIlmn.c H:Gum b P.
for the current season.

Four wickets for .. 210

8
ilson, b Meers .. 1
I'. Me a: oulstanding, bags “ wl.:,od' ¢ Mealey, b Meers 3
ing two r three runs in |" I{ullwlrl: e ('Connor, b
the first i md five wickets Murra; . 0
for seven second. ||, Bpllnmer, Tbw. ‘b Meers .. 0
Bulladoran could onl> muster 69 |17, 0'Conner, lbw, b Murray 0
and 37, wherens Collic compiled || [ Hazelton, b Murray ... ... 4
210 rur the loss of only four | | p, Wilson, Ibw, b Mee: 4

wickets, the inmings being  de= | R Furness, run eut
clared closed. Opening  but L. 1[G Alchin not out b
Murray struck form with the wil- | | W Hazelton, ¢ McGrane, b

low, accounting for D5, Hrophy - e
Score Sundries ... : 2
BAL A]lnl(,\*l Firat Innings

. Wilsan, ¢ L. O"Connor, b Tota! w7t
Meuley ] Bowling: A. Mealey 04, D.
‘ibw, b Mealey 11 | 0'Brien 076, L. Murray 38, P
||m ley 0 IMeers 5,7, M. Brophy 17, J.
V. Wlanh h . OBrien ... L) Mealey 0/1.
IR. McLeod, ¢ Murray, b In

O'Brien ... 1
1. Holswich, b Mecers 31
I Wilson, run out 1

W, llam'ltnn [ Murru}. b P

COLLIE
COMPETITION
WINNERS

XOX
EXCITING FINISH
WITH BALLADORAN .

The Gilgandra and District
Cricket Competition wak
hrought to a close en Sunday
last, when chicl interast cen-
tred in the meeting of Callie
and Balladeran, who were
even at the head of the
points score. In an  exciting
finish Collie won in the last
few minutes of play, and thus
completed a meritorious
double, as the se
cusly won thei
In other m:

Z matree on  the
und Gilgandra had &
the expense  of

LoT
ARM \'I REE 3
GILGANDRA
BIDDON-BEARBONG a6
TOORAWEENAH .. 24
It is interesting to note  that
Collie did not suffer one  defeat
ﬂlluluhom the mmpnmmn They
= | one outright win, aguinst |
even wing  on  the first
. Tooraweensh  (twice),
(twice), Biddon-Bear-
Ralddoran:

honge (rain prevented pla;]

GOOD SCORING
AT COLLIE

Gallant Bid By
Balladoran

At Cuﬂln on Sun‘.y the
bome team and Balladeran
-met in & match that decided
the result of the Gilgandya
and District Cricket Compet-
ition and it proved a fitting
final It was wvoted & grest
match, with the Collie eleven
a little too good on the day,
clinching victory in the last
few minutes of play.
Balladoran batted first aml com
piled the respectable total of 197,
¥ aton and W. Holswich were
ief contributors and  they
in a partnership that add
runs. Wheaton's score was

ind K. (" Connor gave
a good kick  off

mership  of
unti! ll|o et
the  required

runs were seored:
BALLADORAN

b ) Cudden . ... 2
b K. Meers 16

¢ B. OConnor,

b s 5
P Wheaon, how., b K. Meers &7
F. Wheaton, b J  O'Connar
R. Dawes, Ibw, b J. 0 Connor
N. Dawes, h . Mathes
A. Lindsay, « Warrick, b 1.
1
K
F.

51||rn) "
i Anderson, ¢ K. O'Connor.

b Mathes
L. Richardson, run out R,
. Alchin, not outl e 3

Sundries 15

Tot
Bowling: K \hrr» J'i
Cudden 1. 14, A, MM'\n {

(YConnor 2,42 Mathes 2

L. Murray K. Warrick 00,
COLLIE

K. Meers, Ibw, b Holswich .. o4

K. O'Connor, ¢ F. Alchin, b

Wheaton 42

1. ©'Cannor, ¢ Richunkson, b
Lindsay BT
D O'Cormor. ¢ Anderson, b
Lind:ay - 26
J. Cudden, run out . fid 7
M. O'Connor. nat ot . B
1. 0'Conner, not aut 24
Sundries ... 14

P. Wheaton 1 15, W, Dauwes 0 'o
K. Richardson 0 1t

Gilgandra Weekly,
Thursday 6 March
1947.

Gilgandra Weekly,
Thursday 20
March 1947.

As the district’s cricketers geared up for the 1946/47 season, a meeting of delegates from all
teams was held in Gilgandra on 22 October 1946 to reform the Gilgandra and District Cricket
Association. Donald O’Connor represented Collie, and it was resolved that each club would
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field first-grade and second-grade teams in the reformed competition.!® The Collie Cricket
Club met the following week to elect officer bearers and organise a Cricketers Ball to raise
funds for cricket equipment. Fred O’Connor was elected Club Patron with Messers H.
O’Hara, J. Cudden, M. Brophy, and D. O’Connor elected as president, vice-president,

secretary, and treasurer respectively.!!”

The extent and quality of cricket across the district during this time were exceptional, with
over 250 men fighting tooth and nail every Sunday to secure victories for their respective
teams. The 1946/47 season was arguably Collie’s best, as they won both the first and second-
grade titles (previous page)."'® "° Don, Jack, Brian, and Keith O’Connor were the backbone of
the first-grade team, while Max and the 17-year-old Ken O’Connor ensured the second-grade
team conquered all. Max had a tremendous season with the bat, so much so that with the
second-grade title in the bag, he was drafted into the first-grade team for their final, and
season-defining match against Balladoran. All the Collie score cards from the season,

published in the Gilgandra Weekly, appear in Appendix Two.

The following season, Colin O’Connor made his debut in the Collie second-grade team. By
the 1948/49 season, with Jack and Brian now living at Bourke and Brewarrina, Don, Max,
Keith, Ken, and Colin O’Connor formed the core of the Collie first-grade team. During this
season, Don topped the batting averages with a high score of 105 and an average of 83. Brian
also scored a ton, averaging 32 per dig. In the bowling department, Keith topped the
averages, taking 13 wickets at an average of six, while Ken claimed seven wickets at an
average of 14.72 Over the next few seasons, Colin emerged as one of Collie’s best bowlers,
while the two youngest boys, Terry and Ian, were hitting their straps in school cricket (next
page), and by 1952, they too were playing senior cricket for Collie.!?! 122 123

The O’Connors dominated cricket at Collie for the best part of a century, with all of Fred’s
nine boys excelling at the game, primarily Don, who was a prolific run scorer and
accomplished wicketkeeper. His skills were elite, and if not for World War II, which took
four of his prime cricketing years, he may well have played first-class cricket and even
reached the highest levels. Fred O’Connor was the backbone of Collie cricket. Not only was
he a player from its earliest years, but he also served as the Collie club patron and president.

For many years, he donated a cricket bat as the annual prize for the club’s best sport.12*
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- SCHOOL CRICKET
N

Last Saturday afterncon a
cricket match took place at the
Railway Ground between a
cricket team from the Collie
Public School and a team from
the Gilgandra Intermediate
High School. Scotes were:

GILGANDRA SCHOOL

L. Mallison, ¢ B. Stafford,

b D. Murray ........ ... .. 45
J. Burge, b T. OConnor .... 1)
R. Hiatt, b T. 0'Connor ... 4
T. Hodges, b ' T. O’Connor .. 3
D. Brown, b T. (’Connor .... 0
R. Foran, b D. Murray ... 22
P. Chlds, ¢ N. Mealey, b

P. Murray ... ....... b
A. Holland, b P. Murray ... 2
W. Prout, c and b D. Mur

NIY: ciianini shen Sice cbroyadic B
D. Weston, not out .
D. Burge, run ont

L R P s
Bowling: T. O'Connor 4/17,
K. Rowchiff (/9, P. Murmy
2/26, I. O'Conmor 0/10, N.
Mealey 0/5, D. Murray 3/7.

COLLIE PUBLIC SCHOOL
T. 0'Connor, ¢ A. Holland,

b R Foran ... ... 1

B. Hensley, b A. Holland ... 24
1. O'Connor, ¢ A. Holland,

bW, Prout ... ... . e 4

Phillip Murray, run out ...... 3

N. Mealey, h.o.w., b.G, Burge 1
B. Stafford, ¢ D. Brown,

b G. Burge ........ ....... §
D. Marray, ¢ and b G. Burge |
K. Rowcliff, b W. Prout ........ 1
G. Lewis, run out .......... 3
D, Mealey, b W. Prout ... 6
R. Rowcliff, not out ........... 0

Total ............ ... B0

Bowling: T. Hodge 0/10, A.
Holland 1/9, W. Prout 3/3,
R. Hiatt 0/65, R. Foran 1/7, G.
Burge 3/4, D. Weston 0/3.

CRICKET
—_——
BREELONG DEFEAT
COLLIE

In  the second grade
mateh played at Breslong
nn Sunday, the home team
defeated Collie by 1498
rins to BE2. Beores:—

Broelong: B. McEwen.
b P. Murray 6; E. McKech
nie, b R. Sherring 10; B.
Davey, stp. E. Roweliffe,
b T Martin 66: B. Dupres
h T. Martin 22; R. Hillyer
« E. Rowcliffe, b N. Meal-
ey 17 R. Irwin, ¢ 1. O°
Connor, b J. Mealey 9: B.
Thompson, b T. Martin 5;
B. Long, 'b 1. O'Connor R,
1. Markey, ¢ E. Roweliffe,
b T O'Comnor 6: L. Roach
stp. E. Rowcliffe, b R.
Sherring 0: A. Trvin, not
ont - 8. \Bundries 7. Total
140. Bowling: R. Sherring
2/33; P. Murray 1/24; T

| Martin 3/84: 1. Mealey
11/18:- L. O'Connor 2/12;

N Mealey 1/2.
Collie: R. Sherring, b

! B. Dtipree 20: P. Murray,

ilbw, b B, McEwen 4; T.
0U'Connor, ¢ R. Hillyer, b
B. Dupree 20; E. Row-
oliffe, ¢ B. Long, b R
Hillyor 0; J. Mealey, ¢ B.
Thompson, b R. Hillyer 2,
N’ Mealey, ¢ B. Long, b
B. Duopree 15, T. Martin
b B. Dupree 1; . 0’Con-
nor, not out 14; K. Row-
(eliffe, b R. Irvin 8; D.
| Mealey, ¢ B. Davey, b R.
Trvin 0: K. Rowcliffe, b
IR Irvin 0.

|  Sundries 4, Total B3,

{ " Bowling: B. Long 0/17;
{B. MeEwen 1/5; B. Du-

Il-u 4/26; R. Hillyer

'2/24; R, Irvin 3/1.

World War 11

Gilgandra Weekly,
Thursday 14
December 1950.

Gilgandra Weekly,
Thursday 6
November 1952.

As in the Great War a generation earlier, the outbreak of global conflict in 1939 again drew
the young men of Collie into military service, particularly following Japan’s entry into the
war. Eight members of the extended O’Connor families enlisted. Patrick, the youngest son of
James and Eliza O’Connor, joined the AIF in 1944 and served on Bougainville, later dying in

1946 at just twenty-three from nephritis attributed to his wartime service. Owen, eldest son of
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Patrick and Olive O’Connor, enlisted in 1941 and served as a gunner in the defence of
Darwin between 1943 and 1945. His younger brother William enlisted at eighteen in 1944

ael and
Kathleen’s el served on
brother John

inea and

enlisted in N

Borneo until

In February O’Connor,
qualified for
However, as
farm’s operat

Donald’s app

I hereb Force.

-Aug & harvest

bctable citizen,
served with t AAF

Richmond, as

Jack O’Conng
reserve at 18
until the end
Regiment, a
described Jack as a keen student. Mechanically minded — capable. Has ability to improve with
further experience. Driving, map reading good. Maintenance very good. Note-book fair. March
disciline good. He saw active service, fighting the Japanese in the islands of Morotai,

Indonesia, and Bougainville, Papua New Guinea.'®
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Enlistment photographs, taken from their RAAF records, for Donald O’Connor (left) and Brian
O’Connor (right).

Like his elder brother, Don, Brian enlisted in the RAAF in November 1943 (above). He, too,
was enthusiastic about becoming a pilot and passed his elementary Flying Training in June
1944, transferring from his Leading Aircraftman (LAC) duties to the Acting Air Crew.
Described by his commanding Officer as keen, alert and confident. Brian completed his service
at the RAAF Base in Toowoomba, Queensland, in August 1945.%!

In June 1945, as a gesture of gratitude for the bravery of service members in World War II,
farmers across the Collie district billeted 34 British sailors for a week, giving them a taste of
Australian bush life. The O’Connors were delighted to participate, welcoming two sailors
into their home. Young Ian (6), Terry (8), and Colin (14) would no doubt have been thrilled to
share their house with such distinguished visitors.'3? By mid-1946, most of the young men
and women of Collie who had served in the war had returned and were formally welcomed
home at a gathering in the Collie Hall, with each presented with a fountain pen and wallet

(next page).'3
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T, E
reentationsg we € made to:

T..a.-_'w. Jean MecMaster;  Pte.,

- 0, DMe-

Dvr. M.

nor, LAC
O'Connor
LAC G.
, Pte. B,
riule, Pte.
Wilson
unable to
eCutcheon,
vwL K.
+ J. Meers,
. P_ Moore

service,

I give to her my best, my all,
This is a mother’s creed.
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And I must give my gallant sons,
So young and tall and brave,
To guard this jewel of the South,
By land and air and wave.

I must be strong, if they should fall,
And mingle with the slain,
For desolate my home shall be,
If they come not again.
But I must carry in my heart,
A fervent, silent prayer,
That God will bless my soldier boys,
Ande keep them safely there.

I must be strong with helping hands,
And an understanding heart,

To smile, to cheer, to work to give,
To play a women’s part.

May God, in this our darkest hour
His people kindly lead,

And bless the tasks imposed on me,
In this, a mother’s creed.

In The Fighting Front, Eileen’s thoughts are with her boys, Jack with the 6" Light Horse in

Bougainville and Don and Brian with the RAAF and their mates as she penned, in part: 1%

Honour the men of the fighting front,
Who routed the cunning Jap,
From the far New Guinea jungles,
Through the Owen Stanly gap.
Braving the fevers of jungle swamps,
In the heat and rain they stand,

A bulwark of young and gallant lives,
Guarding our own fair land.

Honour the men of the fighting front,
The men with the silver wings.

Who pilot their planes through the silent clouds,
Carrying a cargo of lead, that brings
Death and destruction to enemy lines,
Tho’ death stalks their gallant fight.
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The foe shall know as they blast and burn,
The strength of their deadly might.

Honour the men of the fighting front,
Where ever the battle leads.

Mid the thunder of guns they carry on,
A pageant of noble deeds. ..
Heroes that do, and dare, and die,
In ghastly enterprise.
Fighting for a victorious peace,
That a better world may rise.

Fred and Eileen’s Legacy

THE CALL OF THE LAND
Mr. and Mrs. Fred O'Con
nor, of ‘“Balborah,” Collie,
have been taking things ecasy
in the ecity of Dubbo for sev-
eral months, where they have
a very fine home. However, the
call of the bush has been hard
to resist and they have return-
ed to the old home, where Mr

Gilgandra Weekly, O'Connor feels that his assist-
Thursday 13 September ance is badly needed. Rabbits
1951. have heen breeding wup in

droves in that area, and our
friend recently showed the
young ‘uns how to prepare a
proper driving wing and net.
ted 1100 of the pest. Too
many of our Joeal residents
are forsaking the land for the
city and we are sure the 0"
Connors  will be doubly wel-
com@ to Collie distriet fune-
tions,

In March 1951, Fred and Eileen O’Connor retired to their comfortable Dubbo residence,

where the Collie News section of the Gilgandra Weekly reported that they had been residents in

the district for a great many years and will be greatly missed by their many friends. The best wishes of
the community are extended to them in their new home.' Their retirement, though, was short-
lived as Balboora, like all its nearby properties, became overrun with rabbits, which formed
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moving carpets at night and devastated paddocks, stripping pastures bare, destroying young
crops, and leaving sheep without feed. Despite extensive trapping, poisoning, warren-
ripping and fumigation, the sheer scale of the plague overwhelmed local efforts, forcing the
Shire Council and Land Board to launch coordinated destruction campaigns. Fred and

Eileen, in their typically stoic fashion, abruptly ended their retirement and returned to

OBITUARY

MRS, EILEEN O'CONNOR

The death took place at
the Dubbo Base Hospital
recently of Mrs. Eileen
Jean O’Connor, at the age
. of 63, of “Balboora,” Collie,
| The late Mrs. O’Connor was
born at Conraine, (Vie-
toria) and was the daugh-

ter of Mr. and Mrs. Donald
Chisolm, of Bowden. Western Herald, Bourke,

Friday 2 October 1959.

1
i

She was married at Collie, at
the age of 21, to Mr. Frederick
O’'Connor, who survives her, to-
gether with ten children.

They are : Jean (Mrs. D.
O'Sullivan, Dubbo); Donald
(Gilgandra); John (Bourke);
Frederick (Collie); Anthony
(Brewarrina); Keith (Coon-
amble); Kenneth (Combara): |
Terrence (Collie); Colin (Coon-
amble) and Patrick (Collie).

The funeral moved from St.
Joseph’s Church, Gilgandra,
after a Requiem Mass and fun-
eral service, for the Catholic
portion of the Gilgandra ceme-
tery. ‘

Balboora in September 1951 to join the fight.'s”

Eileen died at Dubbo Base Hospital on 18 September 1959, aged 63 (above). 1* Frederick’s life
ended tragically five years later when he was involved in a car accident while travelling from
Balboora to Dubbo on Christmas Eve 1964, aged 78. Since settling in the Collie district, Fred,
with Eileen by his side, had earned a reputation as a skilled and dependable farmer, guiding
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both family and property through some of the most difficult decades in rural history.! 140
Despite collapsing wheat and wool prices during the Great Depression and the devastating
droughts of 1930-31 and 1934-36, Fred’s ingenuity distinguished him from many of his
contemporaries. His early adoption of ensilage saved thousands of sheep at a time when
graziers elsewhere were losing stock in large numbers. Careful paddock rotation, attentive
soil management, and his insistence on maintaining strong pasture cover enabled Balboora to

endure while neighbouring farms failed. During the labour-scarce war years of the 1940s, he

Fred & Eileen O’Connor.

and Eileen sustained the farm through resolve and hard work, and by the 1950s, Balboora was

widely regarded as a benchmark wheat and sheep enterprise.
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Following the example set by his father, William, and grandfather, Patrick, Fred was
determined that his children would acquire the discipline and practical skills necessary for a
successful life on the land. This intergenerational legacy was strengthened by Eileen's quiet
determination, whose steadfast commitment to a loving, nurturing, and principled home life
proved indispensable. Together, their emphasis on hard work, faith, education, and
participation in sporting, musical, and community pursuits fostered an environment in
which their ten children grew into confident, respected, and accomplished members of their
communities. Frederick and Eileen O’Connor (previous page)*# left an enduring legacy
through their children with Jean O’Sullivan, Don at Clairedon, Gilgandra, Jack at Shannon,
Bourke, Max at Oaklea, Collie, Brian at Wongalea, Brewarrina, Keith at Warrington,

Coonamble, Ken at Glenrowan, Combara, Colin at Avonmea, Coonamble, Terry at Aramara,

Collie, and Ian at Balboora, Collie. This legacy is captured perfectly as their adult children
gathered, in song, at the 1961 wedding of their youngest, Ian, to Betty Foran (below).'*?

Notes

1 Throughout this chapter, the names Balboora and Lisfarran are used interchangeably to describe the land Fred farmed. The names of the original blocks
and their respective homesteads probably remained in use, with Fred and his family living at Lisfarran for many years. In later years, the name Lisfarran fell
out of use, with Balboora becoming the name of the entire property.

20'Connor, I. (n.d.). Private Photograph Collection. Frederick O'Connor.

3 Gilgandra Weekly, Friday 2 November 1917

4 O’'Connor, . (n.d.). Private Photograph Collection. Caroline O’Connor and Eileen O’Connor in the sulky a Balboora.

5 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 12 September 1929
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8 Catholic Press, Thursday 19 September 1929

70O’'Connor, I. (n.d.). Private Photograph Collection. Frederick O’Connor and John Brophy - Standing Committee on Public Works.

8 Ensilage is the process of preserving green fodder, such as grasses or crops, by fermenting and storing it in airtight conditions to produce nutrient-rich
silage for livestock feed.

9 Daily Express, Wagga Wagga, Saturday 1 February1930

10 Museums of History NSW. (n.d.). Card Index to publicans’ licences. Hotel - Collie, Collie, Wammerawa. Available at:
https://search.records.nsw.gov.au/primo-
explore/fulldisplay?docid=ADLIB_RNSW114981530&context=L&vid=61SRA&lang=en_US&search_scope=Everything&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engin
edtab=default tab&query=any,contains,collie&offset=50

11 The Great Depression was caused by a worldwide collapse in financial confidence following the 1929 Wall Street stock market crash, which triggered a
chain reaction of bank failures, reduced international trade, and a sharp contraction in global economic activity.

12 A bushel of wheat is a traditional unit of volume used in grain measurement, equal to 60 pounds (27.2 kg) of wheat in standard commercial practice.
13 Boiling down sheep for tallow refers to the process of slaughtering sheep and rendering their carcasses to extract fat, which was processed into tallow
when livestock prices collapsed so badly that selling the animals for wool or meat was no longer worthwhile.

14 Woodley, P.A. (2021). Community, Class and Place in Dubbo’s Farmlands, 1870-1950. Unpublished PhD Thesis. ANU Open Research Repository.
Available at: https://openresearch-repository.anu.edu.au/bitstreams/e4 12e5e6-3d11-4a02-a449-37af6a2400f2/download

15 Cannon, M. (1996). The Human Face of the Great Depression. Melbourne University Press, Carlton.

16 Dubbo Liberal and Macquarie Advocate, Friday 9 January 1931

17 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 23 January 1930

18 O’Connor, I. (n.d.). Private Photograph Collection. Fred O’Connor and children.

19 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 11 August 1932

2 Boiling down sheep for tallow refers to the process of rendering the carcasses of low-value or starving sheep in large vats to extract their fat, which was
then processed into tallow for use in candles, soap, lubricants, and industrial products.

2 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 4 July 1935

2 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 26 March 1936

2 O'Connor, I. (n.d.). Private Photograph Collection. Balboora.

24 O'Connor, E. (n.d.). Photograph of old plough, Balboora.

% Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 21 May 1931

% O’Connor, |. (n.d.). Private Photograph Collection. Eileen and lan.

7 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 29 January 1931

2 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 3 September 1953

2 The Catechism of the Catholic Church is a comprehensive summary of Catholic doctrine that outlines the Church’s teachings on faith, morals,
sacraments, and prayer.

3 Erica was the pen name of Constance Mary Le Plastrier, an Australian schoolteacher, botanist, and writer who contributed to The Catholic Press in
Sydney during the 1930s. Under this pseudonym, she managed the Children’s Page, particularly the popular Erica’s Letter Bag, where she corresponded
with young readers, offering guidance, encouragement, and fostering a sense of community among Catholic children across Australia.

3 Catholic Press, Thursday 12 February 1931

32 Catholic Press, Thursday 27 June 1929

3 Catholic Press, Thursday 12 December 1929

# Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 14 June 1934

35 Catholic Weekly, Thursday 3 September 1953

3 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 8 May 1947

3 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 20 April 1944

38 O’Connor, Eileen. (1984). My Garden of Verse. Second Edition. Printorana, Dubbo. [Reprinted from the original 1944 Edition]

¥ Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 12 August 1948

40 Museums of History New South Wales. (n.d.). NRS-15051-1-8-[453]-2, Collie Public School 1927. Available at: https://records-
primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/

41 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 4 April 1946

42 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 25 March 1937

4 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 4 April 1946

44 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 14 December 1933

4 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 6 September 1933

4 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 3 December 1936

47 These exams were part of broader moral, social, and hygiene education initiatives, influenced by religious and social reform movements, including the
temperance movement focused on warning children about the dangers of alcohol, tobacco, and other "vices," promoting sobriety and self-control.

48 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 17 December 1936

4 Catholic Press, Thursday 6 February 1930

%0 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 11 June 1931

5t Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 15 September 1932

52 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 6 April 1933

%3 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 15 September 1932
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% Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 14 September 1933

% Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 3 June 1943

% Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 29 April 1948

57 St Stanislaus’ College is a Jesuit school in Bathurst founded by the Vincentian Fathers and Brothers (Patron Saint, St Vincent de Paul) that arrived from
Ireland to administer the college in 1889.

% Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 9 December 1937

% Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 10 December 1936

8 Dubbo Liberal and Macquarie Advocate, Saturday 24 June 1933

8 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 14 September 1933

82 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 25 January 1934

8 Unfortunately, the Annual Presentations from St Stanislaus’ Catholic College Bathurst were not widely published after World War I1.
& Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 8 February 1940

8 Catholic Press, Thursday 14 December 1933

8 Catholic Press, Thursday 11 December 1941

8 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 10 December 1936

8 Catholic Press, Thursday 31 December 1936

8 National Advocate Bathurst, Monday 6 December 1937

70 Catholic Press, Thursday 22 December 1938

™ Catholic Press, Thursday 30 November 1939

2 Need reference

73 National Advocate Bathurst, Saturday 17 April 1937

™ Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 5 September 1946

5 0’Connor, I. (n.d.). Private Photograph Collection. Tennis court Balboora, O'Connor and Wheatley families.
™ Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 7 June 1934

™ Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 21 June 1934

8 An American tournament is a round-robin style tennis competition designed to maximize participation and social interaction.
™ Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 29 August 1935

8 Castlereagh, Friday 18 October 1907

8 Castlereagh, Friday 22 February 1907

8 Castlereagh, Friday 20 December 1907

8 Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 10 February 1910

& Dubbo Dispatch and Wellington Independent, Saturday 13 March 1909

8 Dubbo Dispatch and Wellington Independent, Sat, 27 March 1909

8 Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday 14 October 1909

8 Dubbo Liberal and Macquarie Advocate, Tuesday 24 February 1914

8 Gilgandra Weekly, Friday 3 March 1916

8 Gilgandra Weekly, Friday 7 November 1919

% Gilgandra Weekly, Friday 28 November 1919

9 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 16 December 1937

92 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 20 January 1938

9 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 27 January 1938

% O'Connor, I. (n.d.). Private Photograph Collection. Collie cricket.

9 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 17 February 1938

% Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 3 March 1938

97 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 10 March1938

% Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 22 December 1938

9 Sydney Moming Herald, Saturday 26 November 1938

100 National Advocate (Bathurst), Friday 4 November 1938

101 National Advocate (Bathurst), Friday 3 November 1939.

102 New South Wales Country Week was an annual cricket carnival held in Sydney that brought together representative teams from rural and regional
districts to compete in a week-long tournament against one another—and often against Sydney grade sides. It was the most important showcase for country
cricketers in NSW, run by the NSW Cricket Association as a pathway for talented players outside the metropolitan competition to be seen by state selectors.
103 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 21 December 1939

104 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 1 February 1940

105 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 14 March 1940

106 Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday 8 February 1937

107 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 27 January 1944

108 Dubbo Liberal and Macquarie Advocate, Tuesday 12 November 1940

109 Dubbo Liberal and Macquarie Advocate, Tuesday 19 November 1940

110 Gilgandra Weekly, Thu 28 Nov 1940

1 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 13 February 1941
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112 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 20 March 1941

113 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 14 February 1946

114 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 28 February 1946

15 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 21 March 1946

116 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 24 October 1946

117 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 31 October 1946

18 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 6 March 1947
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120 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 5 May 1949

121 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 14 December 1950
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128 Gilgandra Weekly, Wednesday 9 February 1955

124 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 16 April 1936

125 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 27 March 1941

126 National Archives of Australia, Australian Military Forces (n.d.). Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) Service Record, O’Connor, Donald Ross. Available at:
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/Viewimage.aspx?B=4596197

127 |bid.

128 National Archives of Australia, Australian Military Forces (n.d.). Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) Service Record, O’Connor, Donald Ross. Available at:
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/Viewimage.aspx?B=4596197

129 A Leading Aircraftman (LAC) in the RAAF during World War Il was responsible for technical, mechanical, and ground support duties such as aircraft
maintenance, signals, and logistics. Although not aircrew, LACs played a crucial role in keeping aircraft operational and supporting air operations both in
Australia and overseas.

130 National Archives of Australia, Australian Military Forces (n.d.). Australian Imperial Force: Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad,
O’Connor, John Thomas. Available at: https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/Viewlmage.aspx?B=5630998
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141 0’Connor, I. (n.d.). Private Photograph Collection. Fred and Eileen O'Connor.

142 O'Connor, . (n.d.). Private Photograph Collection. The wedding of lan O’Connor and Betty Foran 1961.

175


https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=4596197
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=4596197
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=5630998
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=5378074

DRAFT DO NOT COPY OR CITE THE BALBOORA O’CONNORS

Chapter 7

Carrigafoyle Castle 600 - 1584

[to be completed]
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Appendix 1

The Balboora O’Connors

William O’Connor
(c1788 - c1847)
married

Ellen Hogan
(c1788 - ¢1847)

Known children:

Patrick (1811 - 1902)
Bridget (1816)

James (1818)

Mary (1821)

Johana (1823)

Margaret (1823)
Elizabeth (1824)

Ellen [Nora] (1826)

William and Ellen likely
had more children before
1816. The Catholic parish
records before 1815 are
unavailable for Newcastle
West.

Patrick O’Connor
(1811 - 1902)
married

Margaret Kennedy
(1815 - 1895)

Known children:

Michael (1837 - 1910)
Mary (1840)

Ellen (1843 - 1895)
William

(1847 - 1913)

James (1850)

Margaret (1853 - 1930)
Catherine (1857 - 1931)

William O’Connor
(1847 - 1913)
married

Caroline Mary
Royal

(1853 — 1929)

Known children:

Bridget (1876 - 1944)
Mary Caroline

(1877 - 1942)

James (1878 - 1939)

John Joseph (1880 - 1946)
George William

(1882 - 1917)

Patrick (1884 - 1940)
Frederick

(1886 - 1964)
Michael (1888 - 1961)
Margaret Mary
(1892 - 1894)
Catherine Ellen
(1894 - 1894)
Thomas Francis
(1896 - 1911)
Edward Joseph
(1899 - 1970)

Frederick O’Connor
(1886 - 1964)

married

Eileen Jean
Chisholm

(1890 - 1959)

Known children:

Jean Eileen (1918 - 2005)
Donald Ross

(1919 - 1974)

John Thomas

(1921 - 1991)

Frederick Maxwell
1923 - 1997)

Anthony Brian

(1925 - 2002)

Keith Joseph

(1927 - 1980)

Kenneth Francis

(1929 - 1981)

Colin Chisholm

(1931 - 2002)

Terence Michael

(1937 - 2009)

Patrick Ian (1939 - 2024)

177



DRAFT DO NOT COPY OR CITE THE BALBOORA O’CONNORS

Appendix 2
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